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WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

God’s Time is the Best               Amy Brown, Organ 

                                          Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator 

OPENING HYMN: All Creatures of Our God and King 

                    Amy Brown 

All creatures of our God and King,  

lift up your voice and with us sing,  

O Praise ye! Alleluia!  

O brother sun with golden beam,  

O sister moon with silver gleam!  

O praise ye! O praise ye!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

O brother wind, air, clouds, and rain, 

by which all creatures ye sustain,  

O praise ye! Alleluia! 

Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,  

ye lights of evening, find a voice!  



O praise ye! O praise ye!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

O sister water, flowing clear,  

make music for thy Lord to hear, 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 

O brother fire who lights the night,  

providing warmth, enhancing sight,   

O praise ye! O praise ye!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Dear mother earth, who day by day 

unfoldest blessings on our way, 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 

let them God’s glory also show! 

O praise ye! O praise ye!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Let all things their creator bless, 

and worship him in humbleness, 

O praise ye! Alleluia! 

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 

and praise the Spirit, Three in One! 

O praise ye! O praise ye!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

OPENING PRAYER                          Inspired by Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

We gather this morning around an ancient story of our days. 

Not just the days that mark our beginning, but the everyday, 

ordinary days of our weekly round of life. Now, we are in the 

midst of a season that is anything but ordinary. Just as your 

love created all we know and experience with but a word, we 

whom you have created in your image pray these words now 

in the hope of recreating a world guided by faith, hope, and 

love. We pray for justice, and dignity, repentance, 



reconciliation, empathy, and grace that transforms ashes into 

beauty. We continue to look for and work toward that day 

when all people are celebrated as you created us to be, 

equally cherished and blessed in your image. We pray these 

words in the power of your Spirit, you who are the 

embodiment of love that conquers all. We pray these words 

of healing, hope, and unity, in the name of One who lives in 

us all, and who commissions us to save this world in the 

name of love. So be it. 

WELCOME AND BLESSING 

CHILDREN’S TIME: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus, v.1 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

No turning back, no turning back. 

Brian McNelis shares a blessing with our children! 

WE SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION: Come and Find the Quiet Center 

Come and find the quiet center 

In the crowded life we lead, 

Find the room for hope to enter, 

Find the frame where we are freed: 

Clear the chaos and the clutter, 

Clear our eyes that we can see 

All the things that really matter, 

Be at peace, and simply be. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Genesis 1:1-2:4a                Nancee Bleistine 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 

earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 

face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of 

the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 



light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated 

the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, 

and let it separate the waters from the waters.” So God made the 

dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from 

the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called 

the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, 

the second day. 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered 

together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was 

so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 

gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was 

good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 

yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit 

with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every 

kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 

good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third 

day. 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 

separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for 

seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the 

dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God 

made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and 

the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in 

the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the 

day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 

darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the fourth day. 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living 

creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the 



sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living 

creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, 

and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 

good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and 

fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 

earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth 

day. 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every 

kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of 

every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the 

earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything 

that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it 

was good. 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, 

according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the 

fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 

and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every 

creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

So God created humankind in his image, 

    in the image of God he created them; 

    male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 

every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I 

have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of 

all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have 

them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird 

of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything 

that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 

food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and 

indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the sixth day. 



Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their 

multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that he 

had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 

he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 

because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 

creation. 

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they 

were created. 

In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 

One: May this story inspire us all   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

HYMN OF PREPARATION: Be Thou My Vision    Duane Dillard 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

thou and thou only, first in my heart, 

great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

Great God of heaven, my victory won, 

may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

THE MESSAGE: Commune                         

                                          Pastor Bo Gordy-Stith & Gail Garner 

Key verse (Genesis 1:27) So God created humankind in his 

image, in the image of God he created them; male and female 

he created them. 

WE GIVE THANKS 



INVITATION TO THE WAY OF CHRIST:  The Summons       

               Amy Brown 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?  

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown,  

      will you let my name be known, 

Will you let my life be grown in you and you and me?  

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,  

And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?  

Lord, your summons echoes true  

     when you but call My Name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.  

In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you and me.  

THE OFFERING:  

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving    

Today’s YELLOW HAT mission offering supports Peace with 

Justice Sunday 

 Mission Moment: United Methodist Church Peace with Justice 

Video 

Offertory: We Shall Overcome             Duane Dillard, Piano  

Prayers for:  Dave Koski; Cindra Holland’s Mother, Kathy 

Golden; Elsie Everett; Matt Latocha; Beverly Gordy; and John 

Littell. 

Birthdays: June 7-Faye Taylor; June 10-Greg Apps; June 11-

Carolyn Stanley; June 12-Kallie Chas, Delaney Chas; June 13-

Joan Louis 

Anniversaries: June 7-Rick & Tracy Pulling; June 13-Keith & 

Carol Martin 



THE LORD’S PRAYER                  

Our Father, who art in heaven 

Hallowed by thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil,  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

SENDING HYMN: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms   

         Duane Dillard    

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,  

leaning on the everlasting arms;  

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,  

leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Leaning, leaning,  

safe and secure from all alarms;  

leaning, leaning,  

leaning on the everlasting arms. 

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,  

leaning on the everlasting arms;  

O how bright the path grows from day to day,  

leaning on the everlasting arms.  

Leaning, leaning,  

safe and secure from all alarms;  

leaning, leaning,  

leaning on the everlasting arms. 



What have I to dread, what have I to fear,  

leaning on the everlasting arms?  

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,  

leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Leaning, leaning,  

safe and secure from all alarms;  

leaning, leaning,  

leaning on the everlasting arms. 

SENDING FORTH TO PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS!  

BLESSING AND POSTLUDE 

God Be With You Til We Meet Again              Amy Brown, Organ  

Next Sunday’s Theme: Venture – Matthew 9:35-10:23  

(key verse: See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as 

serpents and innocent as doves. (Matthew 10:16) 

For the early season of Pentecost (June 7 – July 26) we will be focusing on Matthew 

9-13. The series theme: Transform 

June 7 – Commune – Genesis 1:1-2:4a (key verse: 1:27) 

June 14 – Venture – Matthew 9:35-10:23 (key verse: 10:16) 

June 21 – Embrace – Matthew 10:24-39 (key verse: 10:39) 

June 28 – Refresh – Matthew 10:40-42 (key verse: 10:42) 

July 5 – Enlist – Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 (key verse: 11:29) 

July 12 – Spawn – Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (key verse: 13:23) 

July 19 – Shine – Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (key verse: 13:43) 

July 26 – Unveil – Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 (key verse: 13:52) 

 

There will be no Adult Bible Study after Worship Today at 10 AM  

 

(All links will be available on our website, stpaulsodessa.org and Facebook site, St. 

Paul’s UMC Odessa – Zoom invitations and passwords will be sent via email) 

Join us each Wednesday for noon prayer, (YouTube Live) 

 

The Scott’s host a weekly Wednesday evening (6:30)  

Bible Study on Mark (Zoom) 

 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer group Thursday afternoons at 1 PM  

(please contact Carole or the church office for a Zoom invitation)  

 

Next Sunday, June 14 

Livestream Worship at 8:30 am (YouTube) 

 



ALL WEEKLY AND SPECIAL IN-PERSON GATHERINGS HAVE BEEN 

POSTPONED AND THE OFFICE IS CLOSED DURING THE 

QUARANTINE. 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF ARE WORKING REMOTELY AND CAN BE 

CONTACTED USING THE FOLLOWING EMAIL ADDRESSES AND 

PHONE NUMBERS OR MAIL 
 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor   

pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   (302) 373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Admin. Assist. 

     & Treasurer      

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coord.    

familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 598-8768 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     

duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Amy Brown, Music Director   

amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 253 – Odessa, Delaware 19730 
 

Yellow Hat – Peace with Justice Sunday  

A special Sunday authorized by the General Conference to be observed with an offering 

to be taken up throughout the denomination on the first or second Sunday after Pentecost. 

The focus of the observance is on a witness to God's demand for a faithful, just, disarmed 

and secure world. Of the monies received, one half remains in the Annual Conference for 

Peace with Justice projects. The other half goes to the General Board of Church and 

Society for its program of Peace with Justice ministries. The General Board of Church 

and Society is responsible for the general supervision of the observance of this special 

Sunday. 

Health Ministries 

Mindful Eating: How Can it Help Me? 

There are lots of questions when it comes to eating. Especially now, when so 

much is whirling around us; causing mental unrest, anxiety, increased or decreased 

eating.    Our waistline may or not be painting a picture of how we are reacting to our 

very own environment. 

  We ask ourselves questions every day or do we?  We need to be mindful of what 

we put in our mouths. It’s never too late to change your relationship with food.  

Are we asking these important questions? 

➢ Do I want to eat? 

➢ Am I really hungry or am I going to just look at food and decide if I am hungry?   

➢ Am I distracting myself to not eat even though your body is sending you signals 

to eat? 



➢ Do I ignore my body cues to hunger?  

➢ How do you know you are full, satisfied, or hungry? 

• When the tv show is over 

• When your stomach hurts 

• When the food does not taste good anymore 

• When my plate is empty 

 Eating food is not just about being hungry, it is about fullness and being satisfied, 

too.   And we forget about knowing that fullness and satisfaction is just as important as 

hunger. Being "Mindful" while eating is so important to prevent us from overeating or 

just to go on the path of eating healthier.   Mindful Eating is simply paying attention to 

the eating process, to your body signals, to your feelings and thoughts in order to change 

your relationship to food.   In addition to general Mindful Eating, a deeper understanding 

can come with mindful meditation practices taught through a Certified Mindful Eating 

Practitioner to encourage a lifelong change in behavior. 

Asking some additional questions can help with those signals to paying attention 

and enhance our eating experience. Where does the food you are about to eat 

come from?  How was it made? In helping us to not overeat, we need to pay attention to 

when you do feel a sensation of fullness.  Does your food smell?  Does it taste like it 

smells?   How does it feel in your mouth?  Does the taste of the food change when you 

are almost done eating the food?  Again, being an active participant in your eating 

experience is key to change. Being mindful does take minimal patience and 

practice.  Anyone can be mindful with meals and snack time.   Before eating that meal or 

snack, ask yourself on a scale of 1-10, 10 is starving and 1 is not hungry, how do I feel 

and how do I know?  Can I hold off? Am I even hungry?  Am I done eating and satisfied? 

Whether this current time in our humanity has change our eating habits or the 

eating struggles were there before we were on lockdown; we are humans and we eat.   

Bottom line.   We eat for many reasons but let’s eat for you, for hunger, for fullness and 

for satisfaction.   There is only one you and you are incredibly special! 

For more guidance or questions, email me at chhealthyyou@gmail.com 

Healthy to You-Cindra Holland, RDN,LDN 

Phone Love Ministry 

Our Phone Love Ministry has provided an avenue to develop relationships and we thank 

God for that. Most of the time we have spoken person to person but some of the time we 

are speaking to you through a voice message. Wondering if the voice message makes a 

difference, we found that it does. In a note to one of our callers, the writer indicated, 

“Your calls are a welcome reminder that we are not as alone as we feel.” The Christian 

relationships we have with each other is an important part of our Christian love and 

support for one another that we have at St. Paul’s.  

The Phone Love Ministry callers are Nancee Bleistine, Barbara Bonham, Dawn 

Buckworth, Nadine Johnson, Steve Johnson, Karen Ellis, Elayne Guy, Mark Holden, Sue 

Holden, Joy Littell, Courtney Martin, Kenzel Messick, Sibyl Pompeo, Ellie Leuliette, 

Brenda Shaffer, Carole Harmon and Keith Sparks. We all pray that our voices provide the 

connection in knowing that St. Paul’s cares.  



Graduates 

Caroline Rodriguez, daughter of Jennifer & Jorge Rodriguez and sister to 

Jordan & Alexa, graduates from Middletown High School this year. She has 

been an active member of St. Paul’s helping as nursery assistant, acolyte, 

liturgist, VBS leader and attended numerous youth mission trips. She has 

participated in countless local community volunteer opportunities - Mayfest, 

Food Bank, Christmas in Odessa, and doing yard work for some of St Paul’s 

elderly. She has received the Presidential Volunteer Medal, is active in Best 

Buddies, is a member of the National Honor Society and has participated in all 

theater productions during her time at MHS. Caroline will be attending the 

University of Delaware in the fall to study Behavioral Science.  

 

 

 

Tanner Martin, son of Jeff & Cheryl Martin and brother to Courtney Martin, is 

graduating from the University of Delaware in a few weeks from the College of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources with a Bachelor's of Science Degree in Pre-

Veterinary Medicine and Animal Bioscience and a minor in Biological Science with a 

concentration in Veterinary Pharmaceutical Sales. 

 

 

 

Jenna McDermott is graduating from Middletown High School and plans to 

pursue an Environmental Science degree at the University of Virginia 

College at Wise and has committed to play softball. 

 

 

 

 

Sydney Manlove, Granddaughter of Barbara Lynn Manlove, graduated from 

Frank W. Cox High School in Virginia Beach, VA. She has been accepted to 

William & Mary University in Williamsburg, VA. She will major in English 

with a minor in psychology with law emphasis. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Family Life Ministries   

Mark your calendar!! 2020 VBS is in the works! We are planning a virtual trip...To Mars 

and Beyond! Join us to Go Beyond.... each week with Faith, Boldness, Kindness, 

Thankfulness, and Hope! 

We will gather online, weekly, on Wednesdays July 15, 22, 29 August 5 and 12 to 

explore Gods love and power. The format will be set up so if Wednesday’s are not 

convenient the content will be up and available throughout the summer following July 15. 

We have a fabulous, excited group of leaders working on making this a virtual VBS year 

to remember! Look for Bible stories presented in a variety of formats (some local actors, 

maybe a puppet and animations), music videos with song and dance facilitated by 

Kendall Reitzes, into the galaxy crafts led by a variety of St. Paul’s kids and of course 

weekly science experiments starring Mr. McNelis!  

There will be materials and craft bags for pick up at St. Paul’s (dates for pick up to be 

announced) so everyone will have what they need to participate in the experience.  

Registration will be up on St. Paul’s website and Facebook or you can call the church 

office. We will just need your child’s name, age, an email contact and phone number.  

Early registration is encouraged so we can order enough materials for everyone.  This is 

shaping up to be an out of this world experience!! If you are interested in helping please 

let Alice Mullins or Vicki Spence know.  

Vector VBS Verse: Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that could ask or 

imagine by His power at work within us!  Ephesians 3:20 

Peace and blessings. Be well, Vicki Spence 

Calling all youth!!!! 

Our Youth Mission opportunity this summer will, predictably, look a little different. We 

will be working at Victory Village and local homes in our community. Sadly, Grass 

Roots and many other mission sites are unable to accommodate groups this year. We will 

be putting together a schedule of jobs that need to be done in Our community and share 

as the list materializes. It will likely involve less than 6 youth and 2 adults, be outside 

work (yard, clean up, painting, repairs etc) and will be for 2-3 hours at a time. We are 

looking at morning blocks and evening blocks to avoid the hottest part of the day. Youth 

will be able to participate in all activities or their choice of some. We will likely run 

weekly work sessions through the month of July but details have not yet been finalized. 

Put it on your radar and look for more details in the coming weeks. 

Youth Group Meeting - June 

This Sunday is our next youth group meeting for the teens of St. Paul's, and we're 

choosing to stick with Zoom again this month.  (We'll be having conversations moving 

forward about easing back into in-person meetings.)  This week, we intend to give kids 

the chance to process a bit of the news recently in the context of faith and love, and it'll 

be a chance for the teens to have some goodbye moments with Pastor Bo before he has to 

move on to his next church assignment.  I've shared this information in their Schoology 

group, but it's definitely helpful when parents remind them it's coming up. :o)  Thank you 

for helping your kiddo join! Katelynn Scott 

Staying on Par with God June Outing – Tuesday, June 9 

Our next golf outing is scheduled for Tuesday, June 9 with a 9AM tee time. We have 

9:00, 9:10, 9:20; and 9:30 tee times and it is important that you advise me of your 



intentions ASAP and NO Later than Saturday, June 6 as the club is still in single cart 

occupancy! All other rules pretty much have stayed the same, however there is a 

possibility the Grill might be open of which I will let you know later in week when I send 

out the assigned teams and tee times. Looking forward to your replies and another day of 

golf and fellowship!  Peace, Paul Loder 

PFLAG Meeting                                                 

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursdays of each month, presently via 

Zoom. Please join us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread 

the word to all corners of our Communities. Please contact Mark Holden at 

Mark@maholden.com or call 802-279-8100. Mark Holden 

Our Daily Bread Donations 

Donations can be brought to Our Daily Bread (ODB)  

214 North Broad Street (behind Middletown's Old Town Hall) on Tuesdays from 9:30 to 

11:30 AM. 

• cold cuts ham, turkey, chicken, baloney, store made chicken & tuna salads) 

• sliced cheeses 

• white bread 

• individual bags of chips and/or snacks 

• fruit cups 

• fresh fruit (apples, bananas, oranges) 

• individual bags of cookies and other desserts 

• bottled water or other beverages (apple juice, lemonade, etc.) 

• Non-perishables - PB&J, canned veggies, soup, mac &cheese, canned fruits, pasta 

& sauce, canned chicken & tuna, etc. 

Neighborhood House: Non-perishables

My sincere thanks to all who contributed to the Neighborhood House, with both 

nonperishables and monetary contributions. Much appreciation for John Harmer, Dick 

Leuliette, and Charlii Miller who collected, loaded, and delivered the food. I was the 

greeter/traffic controller and maybe next month we could donate to Our Daily Bread. 

Thanks again for being a blessing to those less fortunate than ourselves. Dawn Buckworth 

   

 

 



MOT Senior Center 

MOT Senior Center is accepting items between 8 AM-Noon Tuesday-Thursday. There is 

a box out front to put items in if they are not there. They are in need of the 

following: Spaghetti sauce, canned fruit and vegetables, snack size snacks, 

individual juices, peanut butter, jelly, magazines, word find books, side dishes, cereal, or 

gift cards to Food Lion for $10.00 each.  

  

 
Many thanks should be offered for Barbara Lynn Manlove and Sharyn 

Sheats for their tireless work to keep our church grounds looking 

BEAUTIFUL! Barbara Lynn was dressed for Pentecost.  


