
 

 

 

Theme: Vows   

January 10, 2021 – 8:30 AM VIRTUAL WORSHIP  

with ASL Interpretation 

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

Prelude:       Blessed Quietness            Amy Brown  

         Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS        Rev. Kevin Benjamin   

CALL TO WORSHIP                             Lenny Pompeo         

Lost . . . wandering without purpose, meaning, value, acceptance, or 

place. We wander lost. But the Spirit of God descends like a dove upon 

us. We hear the ancient words that name and claim us as children of 

God. We are cleansed, refreshed, and made new in the love of those 

words. 

OPENING HYMN:  Spirit Song                Duane Dillard 

O let the Son of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love. 

Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul. 

O let him have the things that hold you, and his Spirit like a dove 

will descend upon your life and make you whole. 

Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 

Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 

O come and sing this song with gladness 

as your hearts are filled with joy. 

Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name. 

O give him all your tears and sadness; give him all your years of 

pain, and you'll enter into life in Jesus' name. 

Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 

Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 

 



OPENING PRAYER                 Lenny Pompeo          
God of creation, who brought forth light from darkness, we are your 

creation. May your Spirit be with us today to sing your praises and tell 

of your wonders. O spirit dove, who flew over the chaotic water of 

creation, and alighted upon Jesus in his baptism, grace us with your 

presence. May we feel the brush of your wings and know that your gift 

of life is upon us. Amen.  

WELCOME AND BLESSING 

CHILDREN’S TIME: God Is So Good 

God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, God's so good to me. 

God cares for me, God cares for me, God cares for me, God's so 

good to me. 

Kendall Reitzes shares a blessing with our children! 

WE SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION: Emmanuel, Emmanuel 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. (Repeat) 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And 

in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the Universal church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Gloria Patria  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, 

amen. 

THE GOSPEL:        Mark 1:4-11                     Lenny Pompeo, Liturgist 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole 

Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 



him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 

his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one 

who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 

stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you 

with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 

John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he 

saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 

him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

One: May this story inspire us all   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

HYMN OF PREPARATION:  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  

                                              Duane Dillard 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy 

rays, stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 

well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 

teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 

Mortals, join the mighty chorus which the morning stars began; 

love divine is reigning o'er us, binding all within its span. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife; 

joyful music leads us sunward, in the triumph song of life. 

THE MESSAGE:      Vows                     Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

WE GIVE THANKS 

INVITATION TO THE WAY OF CHRIST:  Family Prayer Song                                                                           



Come and fill our homes With Your presence, You alone are worthy 

of our reverence. As for me and my house, We will serve the Lord, 

As for me and my house, We will serve the Lord, As for me and my 

house, We will serve the Lord, We will serve the Lord. 

Lord, we vow to live holy, Bowing our knees to You only. As for me 

and my house, We will serve the Lord, As for me and my house, We 

will serve the Lord, As for me and my house, We will serve the 

Lord, We will serve the Lord. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

We bring you only what is yours, Creator God, that you might use this 

offering and the giver for the building up of your kingdom and the glory 

of your name. Amen.  

THE OFFERING  

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving    

Today’s YELLOW HAT mission offering supports Our Daily Bread.  

Offertory: Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus                          Amy Brown 

PASTORAL PRAYER                        Rev. Kevin Benjamin  

Creator God, when everything first began, water became a symbol of 

refreshing, of washing away, of renewing. Through the waters of 

creation you brought forth abundant life. We have gathered this day to 

remember Jesus’ baptism, how when he came up out of the water your 

Spirit proclaimed that He was your beloved Son in whom you were very 

well pleased. Our spirits resound with that proclamation. In His baptism, 

Jesus’ ministry was initiated. He dedicated his life to you completely 

and without reservation. Help us to dedicate our lives to you, to offer our 

best for you, to be of service to you by serving in your world. As we 

have lifted before you the names of people near and dear to us who need 

your healing touch and your tender mercies, we have also lifted 

ourselves up as people in need of your grace. Our world is in the midst 

of strife; wars, oppression, famine, hunger, alienation, situations in 

which we have abused the world and each other. Heal us and this world, 

Lord. Renew us with your life-giving waters and re-affirm our baptisms 

as your children. Let us go forth to be people of peace and mercy. For 

we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.  

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER    

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed by thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, thy will done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, But deliver us from evil, For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER MEDITATION SONG 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION       Rev. Kevin Benjamin          

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                 Lenny Pompeo 

Lord, you have blessed us with life. We praise you for this blessing. 

What we have done with our lives has both delighted and perplexed you. 

We are far too often inclined to be stubborn and arrogant, believing that 

we are all powerful, that we have no need for you. But there is an 

emptiness in us - a place where we are raw and hurting, bleeding, and 

bruised. We have tried our own healing methods, and they have not 

worked. We feel as though we are an oar-less, sail-less boat drifting in 

water, unable to gain direction, unable to see the shore. We long for 

home and hope. From across these waters, you have called us. Now let 

us come to you in contrition, seeking your healing and forgiving love.    

HOLY COMMUNION                  

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

SENDING HYMN:  Shall We Gather at the River          Duane Dillard 

Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, 

with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray, 

we will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day. 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

Ere we reach the shining river, lay we every burden down; 

grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown. 



Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

Soon we'll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease; 

soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace. 

Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

SENDING FORTH SONG                                 

BENEDICTION  

God has laid claim to your life. By your baptism you have been marked 

as God’s own forever. In grace may God watch over you. In strength 

may you go forth in service.  

BLESSING AND POSTLUDE   Paen                        Amy Brown 

                

Adult Studies every Sunday morning at 10am-will be same Zoom info every week: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278646?pwd=WHpXWElzejUwRkhrNXpIQUlvUUpZQT09 

Meeting ID: 899 4327 8646  Passcode: odessa 

(All links will be available on our website, stpaulsodessa.org and Facebook site,  

St. Paul’s UMC Odessa – Zoom invitations and passwords will be sent via email) 

Join us each Wednesday for Noon prayer. 

The Scott’s host weekly Wednesday evening Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30pm  

with the same Zoom info every week: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88240507907?pwd=YWdzeXUyWHpIUWl3dXVCeGJaUXl4dz09 

Meeting ID: 882 4050 7907       Passcode: nest 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer circle, Thursday mornings at 10 AM.  

(Please contact Carole or the church office if you have prayer requests  

or would like a Zoom invitation to join the group.) 

 

Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Alice Mullins, Admin/Treasurer   stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist    duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Amy Brown, Music Director   amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

Ryan Scott, Family Life Coord.         ryanalanscott@gmail.com  (857) 544-3954 

ALL WEEKLY AND SPECIAL IN-PERSON GATHERINGS HAVE BEEN 

POSTPONED DURING THE QUARANTINE. 

The 11 AM In-Person Worship Service and pastoral visitations will be postponed until 

further notice. After careful consideration and review of the growing number of COVID 

cases in Delaware, the Leadership Team made the difficult decision to cancel all in-person 

gatherings. This will be reviewed by the Leadership Team on a monthly basis. Thank you 

all for your continued patience, support and understanding.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278646?pwd=WHpXWElzejUwRkhrNXpIQUlvUUpZQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88240507907?pwd=YWdzeXUyWHpIUWl3dXVCeGJaUXl4dz09


Friendly reminder to please click SHARE on our Facebook page to share our virtual 

services and even get the word out about events happening at St. Paul’s.  

Finance 

2021 Stewardship: Growing in Generosity, Rooted in Faith 

67 Pledges - $143,032 

This represents more than 1/2 of our congregation and staff who are pledging their support of St. 

Paul’s with their financial gifts.  

Our Yellow Hat total for the month of December was: $931. Thank you so much! 

VANCO: Giving to St. Paul’s Made Easy! 

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring 

contributions and view your complete online giving history from anywhere 

you have access to the Internet. Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at www.stpaulsodessa.org 

2) Click on the Online Donation button, 

3) Click on the Create Profile button, then 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your 

    recurring contributions. 

Family Life Ministries – Virtual Sunday School 

Children's Zoom Sunday School meets together virtually each week at 11:30am to read a bible story 

and check in. It's a great chance for your kids to interact safely and keep the rhythms of Sunday 

School. 

Topic: St. Paul's Children's Sunday School 

Time: 11:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89558010844?pwd=MmxySWJ5ZkNnR09WdXlxc01NankzUT09 

Meeting ID: 895 5801 0844 

Passcode: kids 

JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to the website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to 

complete a prayer request. Please email the office when someone can be taken OFF the list. If you or 

a loved one are in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church office to schedule. 

Recently added: Helen George & Family on the loss of Helen’s granddaughter Samantha 

Continued Prayers for: Ginny Guessford; Brenda Shaffer’s Mother, Ruth Hudson; Dana Atwell; 

Bill Smith; Hanna Holland; Kathy Golden; Jenna; Elsie Everett; Matt Latocha; Carol Myers; Patty 

Houston; Johanna Learish; Mike Stanley; Darryl Dillard 

Birthdays: January 12-Andrew Widger 

 

PFLAG Meeting                                           

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursdays of each month, presently via Zoom. Please join 

us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word to all corners of our 

Communities. We are currently working on a system which will help youth who have been rejected 

by their parents, find families who will help them. Please join us we would love your input.  Please 

contact Mark Holden at Mark@maholden.com or call 802-279-8100. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89558010844?pwd=MmxySWJ5ZkNnR09WdXlxc01NankzUT09
http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/

