
    
Theme: Spawn 

July 12, 2020 – 8:30 AM VIRTUAL WORSHIP  

with ASL Interpretation 

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

Countdown Prelude: Praise Ye, the Lord, the Almighty       

   Amy Brown  

Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator 

WORSHIP WELCOME        

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Come, let us worship the Lord our God, for the Lord is our God, 

and we are the Lord's people. As we wait upon the Lord, let us 

open our ears, that we might both hear and heed the word of the 

Lord. As we wait upon the Lord, let us open our eyes, that we 

might both see and perceive the will of the Lord. As we wait 

upon the Lord, let us open our hearts, that we might understand 

with our hearts and turn to the Lord for healing. 

OPENING HYMN: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

            Duane Dillard 

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 

pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but thou art mighty; 

hold me with thy powerful hand. 



Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

feed me till I want no more, 

feed me till I want no more. 

Open now the crystal fountain, 

whence the healing stream doth flow; 

let the fire and cloudy pillar 

lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 

be thou still my strength and shield, 

be thou still my strength and shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

bid my anxious fears subside; 

death of death, and hell's destruction, 

land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises 

I will ever give to thee, 

I will ever give to thee.  

OPENING PRAYER                  Rosalie Lukens, Liturgist 

Thank you, Lord for allowing us to be workers in this season of 

ministry. The fields of peace and justice and love are not ripe 

unto harvest. They have been plowed and planted, but they have 

yet to be cultivated with care and diligence. Help us Lord to 

prepare and go into the fields as laborers for your service. Let us 

and our neighbors around the globe live in love, peace, and 

justice. Through the power of Holy Spirit, you have filled each 

of us with seeds of your greatness. Help us scatter, cultivate, 

water, re-plant and care for those seeds. You have also allowed 

each of our spiritual life's to also become fertile with new life. 

Help us empower ourselves and others to spawn the eggs, that 

you have most graciously implanted in us, so that it serve as an 

advancement to your eternal Kingdom. In the Lord’s name we 

pray, Amen.    

 



WELCOME AND BLESSING 

Pastor Kevin Benjamin & Family Special Thank You 

CHILDREN’S TIME: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus, v.1 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

No turning back, no turning back. 

Wendy Wallace shares a blessing with our children! 

WE SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION: Come and Find the Quiet Center 

Come and find the quiet center 

In the crowded life we lead, 

Find the room for hope to enter, 

Find the frame where we are freed: 

Clear the chaos and the clutter, 

Clear our eyes that we can see 

All the things that really matter, 

Be at peace, and simply be. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth; And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third 

day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the Universal church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Gloria Patria  



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen, amen. 

THE GOOD NEWS:   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23         Rosalie Lukens   

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 

sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a 

boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: 

“Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds 

fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds 

fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 

they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But 

when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no 

root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 

thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil 

and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 

thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the 

word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 

comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what 

was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, 

this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it 

with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 

while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 

word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown 

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares 

of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 

who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 

and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 

another thirty.” 
One: May this story inspire us all   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 



HYMN OF PREPARATION: Good Soil            Arr. Handt Hanson 

               Duane Dillard 

Lord let me heart be good oil, open to the seed of your word. 

Lord, let my heart be good oil, where love can grow and 

peace is understood. 

When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

When my heart is lost, lead me on Your way. 

Lord let my heart, Lord let my heart, 

Lord let my heart be good soil.  

THE MESSAGE: Spawn 

                                           Pastor Kevin Benjamin & Gail Garner 

Key verse (Matthew 13:23) But as for what was sown on good 

soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, 

who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, 

in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
WE GIVE THANKS 

INVITATION TO THE WAY OF CHRIST: The Summons       

               Amy Brown 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?  

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown,  

      will you let my name be known, 

Will you let my life be grown in you and you and me?  

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,  

And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?  

Lord, your summons echoes true  

     when you but call My Name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.  

In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.  



THE OFFERING:  

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving    

Today’s YELLOW HAT mission offering supports Childhood 

Cancer Awareness. 

Offertory: There is a Balm in Gilead             Amy Brown, Organ                                                                         

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Persistent Word-Creator, patient Teacher, persuasive Spirit, you 

are tireless in speaking to us, but we find it easy to close our 

minds, to refuse to hear what would require painful change, to 

reject the truth because it is inconvenient. Forgive deliberate 

denseness of mind, fearful resistance to change, stubborn 

insistence that our way is the best way. Continue your speaking 

until we hear. Try new parables on us until we think and 

understand. Argue with us until we do your will. What else will 

your love in Christ allow you to do? Amen. 

Prayers for:  Jeanne Buckworth, Cindra Holland’s Mother, 

Kathy Golden; Elsie Everett; Matt Latocha; Beverly Gordy; 

Kathy Hoffman;  

Birthdays: July 13-Phil Elliott, Beverly Gordy, Joy Gordy-Stith, 

Jack Rowley; July 15-Michael Holland; July 16-George 

Whitehead; July 17-Marjory Lloyd, Jordan Rodriguez, Donna 

Shank 

Anniversaries: July 12-Thomas & Margaret Cahall 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                  

Our Father, who art in heaven 

Hallowed by thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil,  



For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

SENDING HYMN: Shine, Jesus, Shine        Duane Dillard 

Lord, the light of your love is shining 

in the midst of the darkness shining; 

Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us, 

set us free by the truth you now bring us. 

Shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine, 

fill this land with the Father's glory, 

blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire; 

flow, river, flow, 

flood the nations with grace and mercy, 

send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence 

from the shadows into your radiance; 

by the blood I may enter your brightness, 

search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 

Shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine, 

fill this land with the Father's glory, 

blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire; 

flow, river, flow, 

flood the nations with grace and mercy, 

send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 

so our faces display your likeness; 

ever changing from glory to glory, 

mirrored here may our lives tell your story. 

Shine on me, shine on me. 



Shine, Jesus, shine, 

fill this land with the Father's glory, 

blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire; 

flow, river, flow, 

flood the nations with grace and mercy, 

send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 

SENDING FORTH TO PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS!  

BLESSING AND POSTLUDE 

Blest Be the Tie That Binds                                         

Postlude                                                                      Amy Brown 

Bringing in the Sheaves  

   Pastor Kevin, Vocal Solo & Amy Brown, Organ 

 
We welcome our new Pastor, Kevin Benjamin and his family  

Pastor Kevin William Benjamin is a native of Wilmington, 

Delaware. Pastor Kevin is married to Jenneth and is the 

proud father of Nickeya (23), Kevin Jr. (16), Kenneth (8), 

Jennifer (6), Kyle (5), and baby Jessica, who will be born in 

March of 2020. Pastor Kevin is currently a Seasons Hospice 

Chaplain. Prior to this appointment, Rev. Kevin served as 

Pastor of Ebenezer UMC (Delaware City) and St. Daniel’s 

(Port Penn, DE). Pastor Kevin’s first pastoral assignment 

was at Cornerstone UMC, (Bear, DE) as an associate Pastor. 

Pastor Kevin has several degrees. He received his music education degree 

from Delaware State University and a Master's of Divinity from Palmer 

Theological Seminary. He also completed a master's degree in education. He 

received his pastoral care education and certification from Bay-health Care 

systems and DuPont Nemours Children’s Hospital.  Recently, Rev. Kevin has 

served as an adjunct professor at Wesley College.  For over twenty years, 

Pastor Kevin served as a Music Educator in the Christina School District and 

the Catholic Diocese of Wilmington. In 2016, Pastor Kevin left the field of 

music education to answer his full-time call to pastoral ministry. Pastor Kevin 

serves on the Neighborhood House Board and on the Wilmington District 

Urban Ministry Board. Occasionally, Pastor Kevin volunteers as a chaplain 

for DuPont Nemour’s Children's Hospital. On Tuesday evenings, Pastor 

Kevin, in collaboration with Ezion-Mount Carmel UMC, provides free piano instruction 

to students of Urban Promise.  Previously, Pastor Kevin served as a volunteer at the 

Sunday Breakfast Mission. Presently, Pastor Kevin volunteers, on every other fifth 

Tuesday, at Our Daily Bread, in Middletown, Delaware. Pastor Kevin has a passion for 

outreach, pastoral care, and music. This passion has been demonstrated during all of his 



previous appointments.  Several years ago, Pastor Kevin travelled to Spain to serve in the 

mission field alongside of recording artist, Richard Smallwood. Pastor Kevin is 

progressive in his theology and supports full inclusion of the LGBTQ community within 

the UMC denomination and local church, as it also pertains to marriage and ordination. 

At this past Annual conference, Pastor Kevin was commissioned as a provisional elder. 

Within this past year, Pastor Kevin continues to meet at Camp Pecometh, with his 

provisional group, to receive continuous training as he works towards ordination. He 

anticipates becoming a full elder at the 2021 Annual Conference. Pastor Kevin loves 

music and uses it as a vehicle to connect various churches within the community and 

denomination. Pastor Kevin previously organized two major concerts that represented 12 

churches singing classical, Negro spirituals, gospel, and praise music. These concerts 

were held at Grace UMC and Ezion-Mount Carmel UMC during this pastor Summer and 

Winter.    

*Remember to send cards and messages of welcome to Pastor Kevin through the 

mail or email. Pastor Kevin’s home address is: 6 Westbury Drive, New Castle, DE 

19720 & his email address is: Pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org 

 

Next Sunday’s Theme: Shine – Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Key verse: Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  

Let anyone with ears listen! 

(Matthew 13:43) 

For the early season of Pentecost (June 7 – July 26) we will be focusing on Matthew 

9-13. The series theme: Transform 

June 7 – Commune – Genesis 1:1-2:4a (key verse: 1:27) 

June 14 – Venture – Matthew 9:35-10:23 (key verse: 10:16) 

June 21 – Embrace – Matthew 10:24-39 (key verse: 10:39) 

June 28 – Refresh – Matthew 10:40-42 (key verse: 10:42) 

July 5 – Enlist – Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 (key verse: 11:29) 

July 12 – Spawn – Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (key verse: 13:23) 

July 19 – Shine – Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (key verse: 13:43) 

July 26 – Unveil – Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 (key verse: 13:52) 

 

(All links will be available on our website, stpaulsodessa.org and Facebook site, St. 

Paul’s UMC Odessa – Zoom invitations and passwords will be sent via email) 

Join us each Wednesday for noon prayer, via Zoom 

The Scott’s host a weekly Wednesday evening (6:30)  

Bible Study on Mark (Zoom) 

 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer group Thursday afternoons at 1 PM  

(please contact Carole or the church office for a Zoom invitation)  

 

Next Sunday, July 19 

Livestream Worship at 8:30 am (YouTube) 

 



ALL WEEKLY AND SPECIAL IN-PERSON GATHERINGS HAVE BEEN POSTPONED 

AND THE OFFICE IS CLOSED DURING THE QUARANTINE. 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF ARE WORKING REMOTELY AND CAN BE CONTACTED USING 

THE FOLLOWING EMAIL ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS OR MAIL 

 
Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   

pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Alice Mullins, Admin. Assist. 

     & Treasurer      

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coord.    

familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 598-8768 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     

duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Amy Brown, Music Director   

amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 253 – Odessa, Delaware 19730 
 

Yellow Hat – Childhood Cancer Awareness 

Childhood cancer is the number one disease killer of children in the U.S. Every two 

minutes a child is diagnosed with cancer. Childhood cancer is diagnosed in all ages, from 

newborn infants to children and young adults. The most common childhood cancer is 

acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). In the 1950s, almost every kid with ALL died. But 

today, thanks to childhood cancer research, about 90% of children with ALL will 

survive. In 80% of kids with cancer, the cancer has already spread to other areas of the 

body by the time it is diagnosed. That’s why so many children with cancer need to begin 

treatment right away. Children should not only survive, but thrive. 

The Upper Room 

We want to continue to support churches and subscribers during this time of pandemic 

when distribution of the devotional guide can be more difficult. Here is the link to access 

a PDF copy of The Upper Room for the July/August issue: 

https://www.upperroom.org/standingorderchurches. This is a private page for subscribers 

only, so please do not share the web link with others. You are free to share the PDF you 

download with whomever you wish. We are with you as you discern new ways to serve 

those who turn to you for spiritual formation. The Upper Room Team 

UMM “Staying on Par with God” – Golf Outing 

Our next outing is scheduled for Tuesday, July 14 at Odessa National Golf Club with 9 

AM starting T times. Please respond with your intentions by Saturday, July 11 as this 

gives me ample time to coordinate with the Golf Club. 

Scripture Read will be in follow-up email.  

Each of you have a great day and know…."For by Grace you have been saved through 

faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God" Ephesians 2:8  Paul Loder 



Family Life Ministries   

To Mars and Beyond! 

Virtual VBS starting Wednesday, July 15 at 10:00 on 

YouTube. Join us weekly for 5 weeks, on Wednesdays for 

virtual VBS. Meet Pastor Kevin, hear stories told in drama, 

with puppets, told with graphics and animation. See familiar 

faces and create crafts demonstrated by some of St Paul’s kids. 

Watch for Kendall to lead us through music with motions, 

movement, and more!! And.... 

Be on the lookout for Mr. McNelis and Mr. Miller sharing their not to be missed science 

demonstrations!! Links to YouTube will be different each week. Link for July 15 is  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLY0NhCcBqvNHkIGptOPpMtXrTR_es-ouL 

Peace and blessings. Be well, Vicki Spence 

Youth Mission Yardwork 

Mornings 9-12 July 14th Jeanne 

Buckworth 

Charlii, Charlotte Ann, Brenda + me 

Jacob + Jack 

Jenna + Amber + Ashlyn 

 

9-12 July 21st Victory Village  

Steve Johnson + friend 

Jacob + Jack 

Need 2-3 more Youth 

9-12 Aug.4th Dave Pearl 

Lenny + Brenda 

Jacob, Jack + Nick 

Need 1-2 more Youth                  

 

Evening 5:45-dark July 28th Jeanne 

Hatton 

Charlotte Ann, Sherry, + me 

Peyton + Chase 

Need 2-3 more Youth 

Bring water, gloves, hat/visor, sunscreen, and if you can, yardwork tools (rakes, trowels, 

weed-wacker). If you have any questions, please Text (302)753-4020 or 

email dawn.buckworth@verizon.net or. Thanks to all our volunteers, Dawn Buckworth 

Our Daily Bread Donations 

We will be having another food donation drop off, this time for Our Daily Bread, on 

Sunday, July 19th from Noon–1 PM and also collecting donations for our yellow hat. 

Check donations for the yellow hat can be made payable to St. Paul’s UMC. Thank you! 

• fruit/applesauce cups 

• fresh fruit (apples, bananas, oranges) 

• desserts (store bought) 

• juice bags/bottles of juice 

• bottled water or other beverages (apple juice, lemonade, etc.) 

• Non-perishables - PB&J, canned veggies, soup, mac &cheese, canned fruits, pasta 

& sauce, canned chicken & tuna, etc. 

PFLAG Meeting                                                 

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursdays of each month, presently via 

Zoom. Please join us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread 

the word to all corners of our Communities. Please contact Mark Holden at 

Mark@maholden.com or call 802-279-8100. Mark Holden 



MOT Senior Center 

MOT Senior Center is accepting items between 8 AM-Noon Tuesday-Thursday. There is 

a box out front to put items in if they are not there. They are in need of the 

following: Spaghetti sauce, canned fruit and vegetables, snack size snacks, 

individual juices, peanut butter, jelly, magazines, word find books, side dishes, cereal, or 

gift cards to Food Lion for $10.00 each.  

Middletown Family YMCA Golf Benefit -  

Monday, August 24th, at the Links at St. Anne’s 

Sign Up Today: https://donate.ymcade.org/event/2020-middletown-family-ymca-golf-

tournament/e272048 

Foursome: $400 

Individual Golfer: $125 

Dinner Guest: $40 

Included: Range, Lunch, Green Fees, Golf Cart, Souvenir Gift, Awards, and Dinner 

SUPER TICKET - $40 Play all the prize holes and game holes with this one ticket. 

Includes 2 Mulligans. 

GOLF BALL DROP - $5 Buy a numbered golf ball that will be dropped from a cherry 

picker over a golf hole. The ball closest to the pin is the winner. 

PRIZE HOLES - Hole In One, Closest to Pin, and Longest Drive 

GAME HOLES - Giant Beer Pong, Black Jack, and Die Roll 

SCHEDULE (Scramble Format) 

Registration & Lunch:11 a.m. 

Shotgun Start: 12 p.m. 

Awards, Dinner, and Auction Immediately Following Golf 

BENEFITS 

With the support of our donors, we are able to offer programs that close the achievement 

gap for minority and low-income youth, deliver potentially life-saving swim lessons, 

prevent the onset of type 2 diabetes, help families in need of childcare, and offer 

programs like LIVESTRONG at the YMCA that help cancer survivors.  Our donors 

enable us to serve those in our community who need us the most through targeted 

programming and our Financial Assistance program, which enables low-income families 

to attend the YMCA regardless of their ability to pay. 

 

 

 


