
 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - Theme:  Love  

December 20, 2020 – 8:30 AM VIRTUAL WORSHIP  

with ASL Interpretation 

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

Prelude:       Jesu’s Joy of Man’s Desiring         

Amy Brown & Jonathon Packard 

         Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS        Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   

INTROIT  Come Thou Long Expected Jesus      St. Paul’s Chancel Choir  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                   Sue Holden         

Host of Hosts, from sunrise to sunrise, and generation to generation, 

we are your people. You have been with us wherever we have gone. 

You will be with us wherever we may go. You planted us in a land 

flowing with milk and honey, then you planted our salvation in Mary’s 

womb. Jesus, who is the Christ, is planted firmly in each one of us. 

Our souls magnify the Holy One. Our spirits rejoice in God, our 

Savior. 

OPENING HYMN:  O Come All Ye Faithful     

  Duane Dillard & Katelynn Scott 

Verse 1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, 

O come ye, to Bethlehem. Come and behold him, born the King of 

angels (Refrain) O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore 

him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

Verse 2. True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, lo, he 

shuns not the Virgin's womb; Son of the Father, begotten, not 

created; (Refrain) O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore 

him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 



Verse 3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, all ye 

citizens of heaven above! Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

(Refrain)Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore 

him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

Verse 4. See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, leaving 

their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; we too will thither bend our joyful 

footsteps. 

(Refrain) O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O 

come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

OPENING PRAYER                            Sue Holden  
Beloved, Holy Lover, we welcome you to our virtual house, the sacred 

space you allowed us to build so that we can gather virtually together 

as your people. Here we come to offer you our thanksgiving and 

praise in response to the abundance of your creation. Here we come to 

share with you our prayers of confession and petition, for they lie 

heavy on our hearts. Even knowing that you are here and everywhere, 

we come longing to hear you say, “I am with you always.” Amen. 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING  Hickey Family (John, Beth, Parker,  

Emerson, Owen & Hudson)  

WAITING ON THE LORD               2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 & Luke 1:26-38 

Reader One: We live on the brink every day. We stand on the 

threshold between this world and the next one. We live and move 

between the ordinary and divine, between the mundane and the 

mystery. Too often, we forget to look up and see the angels in our 

living room. We forget that the love we give and live is a sign of 

eternity, God with us, right now. We forget that company is coming. 

Reader Two: Luke tells us that God’s favor came to a girl, an 

ordinary girl. It might have been you or your daughter; it might have 

been the girl down the street or your grandchild. But the messenger of 

God came and greeted her and said, “The Lord is with you.” What a 

gift and a promise: Emmanuel, God is with us. 

Reader One: We light these candles with peace in our hearts for the 

promise of proximity, the nearness of God. Even when we forget to 

listen, to lean into that presence, God is as close as our own breath. 

This, in a confused and confusing world, is a peace that passes all 

understanding. It is the peace that knows that company is coming. 

Reader Two: O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=51#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=51#gospel_reading


WELCOME AND BLESSING 

CHILDREN’S TIME: God Is So Good 

God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, God's so good to 

me. God cares for me, God cares for me, God cares for me, God's 

so good to me. 

Kendall Reitzes shares a blessing with our children! 

WE SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION: Emmanuel, Emmanuel 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel. 

(Repeat) 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the 

dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Universal church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Gloria Patria  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, 

amen. 

THE GOSPEL:          Luke 1:26-38                   Sue Holden, Liturgist 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 

came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 

you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 

sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 



David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this 

be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 

God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 

barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, 

“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
One: May this story inspire us all   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

HYMN OF PREPARATION               Duane Dillard and Katelynn Scott  

Verse 1: It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of 

old, from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of 

gold: "Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven's all-

gracious King." The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the 

angels sing. 

Verse 2: Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful 

wings unfurled, and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the 

weary world; above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on 

hovering wing, and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels 

sing. 

Verse 3: And ye, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are 

bending low, who toil along the climbing way with painful steps 

and slow, look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the 

wing. O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing! 

Verse 4: For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold 

when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, and 

the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 

THE MESSAGE:       Love      Nancee Bleistine, Lay Minister (Message) 

                                                  Kevin Benjamin, Pastor (Intro) 

                                                  Gail Garner (ASL) 

WE GIVE THANKS 

INVITATION TO THE WAY OF CHRIST:  



              Jesus, Name above All Names          

Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord. 

Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, living Word. 

(Repeat) 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

THE OFFERING:  

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving    

Today’s YELLOW HAT mission offering supports Habitat for 

Humanity.  

Offertory: Come, Thou, Long Expected Jesus                     Amy Brown 

PASTORAL PRAYER                        Rev. Kevin Benjamin  

One week left, Lord, just one week left. Can we get all the things done 

that we have set before us? Have all the cards been mailed, the 

greetings extended, the gatherings coordinated and placed in our 

calendar for this last rush before the BIG DAY? Have we forgotten 

anything? Have we forgotten anyone? It would be easy to say, we 

have forgotten the reason for the season....that phrase which is 

imprinted on key chains and coffee mugs. We think that if we post the 

note that says, "Jesus is the reason for the season", we will truly be 

fulfilling our Christmas commitment. How foolish we are! Placing the 

words on the wall, taped to a bulletin board, on a refrigerator, does not 

place the words in our hearts. We replace the glorious story of God’s 

Incarnate word, with tinsel and wrapping paper and believe that we are 

ready to celebrate. When will we learn? Come to us now, comforting 

God, with your powerful words of healing. Help us to remember the 

witness of Mary, a young girl, who never expected to play such a role 

in salvation history. Put the brakes on our rushing and sit us down to 

hear the story of your absolute Love for us. Get us ready for the birth 

of your Son who will become our Savior. Move us from the focus of 

our festivities to a focus on witnessing about your love through 

serving others. Challenge us to reach out to people in need, not only 

with a check to support a particular endeavor, but with actual contact 

in ministries of sacrifice and service. In such times as this remind us 

that we are called to proclaim your love through witness and service. 

AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    



Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed by thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, thy will done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, But deliver us from evil, For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER MEDITATION SONG                Rev. Patti Ravilious  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION       Rev. Kevin Benjamin          

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                         Sue Holden  

It’s getting harder and harder to focus on the true meaning of 

Christmas, the incarnation of God’s love in the birth of God’s Son 

Jesus Christ. We are caught in the web of festivities, travel, gifts, and 

glitter. And we have to admit that we really do enjoy all the holiday 

opportunities. But as we get closer to the big family celebrations and 

the actual celebration of Christmas, we begin to wonder how we are 

going to "survive" it all. We say to ourselves, "We won’t let all this 

stress happen to us next year." But we know better. We allow 

ourselves to be continually drawn into the demands of others, leaving 

little or no time for ourselves, our families, and especially for You, 

gracious God. Forgive us. You are all too familiar with our reasons 

and excuses for what is happening. Help us to make some changes in 

our lives and our focus, so that this time of celebration may have the 

deepest sense of joy and purpose, not just be the rush and clamor of 

yet another holiday season that disappears all too quickly. Keep us 

focused on the eternal "yes" response to your call to us, to live our 

lives as those who would joyfully serve You. Heal and comfort us, 

Lord, this day and always. For we ask this in the name of Jesus, our 

Savior. AMEN. 
HOLY COMMUNION                  

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

SENDING HYMN:  Joy to The World           Duane Dillard & Katelynn Scott  

Verse 1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her 

King; let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature 

sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven, and 

nature sing. 



Verse 2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs 

employ; while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the 

sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding 

joy. 

Verse 3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the 

ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far 

as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 

Verse 4. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the 

nations prove the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his 

love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, and wonders of his 

love. 

SENDING FORTH SONG                                Gail Garner John St. Jean 

BENEDICTION  

Be strengthened according to the proclamation of Jesus Christ. Go, do 

all that you have in mind, for the Holy One is with you. Nothing is 

impossible with God. 

BLESSING AND POSTLUDE                                Amy Brown 

     Bring A Torch, Jeannette Isabella            

Season of Advent (November 29 – December 27) 

November 29 – Hope - Mark 13:24-37 

December 6 – Peace - Mark 1:1-8 

December 13 – Joy - John 1:6-8, 19-28 

December 20 – Love - Luke 1:26-38 

December 27 – Luke 2:22-40 

Adult Studies every Sunday morning at 10am-will be same Zoom info every week: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278646?pwd=WHpXWElzejUwRkhrNXpIQUlvUUpZQT09 

Meeting ID: 899 4327 8646  Passcode: odessa 

(All links will be available on our website, stpaulsodessa.org and Facebook site,  

St. Paul’s UMC Odessa – Zoom invitations and passwords will be sent via email) 

Join us each Wednesday for Noon prayer. 

The Scott’s host weekly Wednesday evening Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30pm  

with the same Zoom info every week: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88240507907?pwd=YWdzeXUyWHpIUWl3dXVCeGJaUXl4dz09 

Meeting ID: 882 4050 7907       Passcode: nest 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer circle, Thursday mornings at 10 AM.  

(Please contact Carole or the church office if you have prayer requests  

or would like a Zoom invitation to join the group.) 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278646?pwd=WHpXWElzejUwRkhrNXpIQUlvUUpZQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88240507907?pwd=YWdzeXUyWHpIUWl3dXVCeGJaUXl4dz09


Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Alice Mullins, Admin/Treasurer   stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist    duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Amy Brown, Music Director   amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

Ryan Scott, Family Life Coord.         ryanalanscott@gmail.com  (857) 544-3954 

ALL WEEKLY AND SPECIAL IN-PERSON GATHERINGS HAVE BEEN 

POSTPONED DURING THE QUARANTINE. 

The 11 AM In-Person Worship Service and pastoral visitations will be postponed until 

further notice. After careful consideration and review of the growing number of COVID 

cases in Delaware, the Leadership Team made the difficult decision to cancel all in-person 

gatherings. This will be reviewed by the Leadership Team on a monthly basis. Thank you 

all for your continued patience, support and understanding.  

Friendly reminder to please click SHARE on our Facebook page to share our 

virtual services and even get the word out about events happening at St. Paul’s.  

 

Finance 

2021 Stewardship: Growing in Generosity, Rooted in Faith 

63 Pledges - $138,772 

This represents a little more than 1/2 of our congregation and staff who are pledging their support of 

St. Paul’s with their financial gifts.  

Family Life Ministries – Virtual Sunday School 

Children's Zoom Sunday School meets together virtually each week at 11:30am to read a bible story 

and check in. It's a great chance for your kids to interact safely and keep the rhythms of Sunday 

School. 

Topic: St. Paul's Children's Sunday School 

Time: 11:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89558010844?pwd=MmxySWJ5ZkNnR09WdXlxc01NankzUT09 

Meeting ID: 895 5801 0844 

Passcode: kids 

Deep Roots Mission 

Deep Roots volunteers, you are the BEST!  We are very grateful to our latest cooks for the meal we 

delivered to the Deep Roots families last Wednesday! A total of 40 people enjoyed a delicious 

casserole, in addition to salad and holiday cookies.  We will be contacting folks for donations towards 

a meal which we’ll be providing the 2nd Wednesday of each month.  Thank you in advance for your 

willingness to contribute and help us with this most meaningful endeavor!  ~Karen & Nadine 

PFLAG Meeting                                           

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursdays of each month, presently via Zoom. Please join 

us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word to all corners of our 

Communities. We are currently working on a system which will help youth who have been rejected 

by their parents, find families who will help them. Please join us we would love your input.  Please 

contact Mark Holden at Mark@maholden.com or call 802-279-8100. 

ZOOM in with Santa and Mrs. Claus   

This year, Christmas will be like never before. We will all miss sitting on Santa’s lap, sharing a hug, 

sharing our Christmas wishes. But Santa, and Mrs. Claus, are still waiting to chat with our children. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89558010844?pwd=MmxySWJ5ZkNnR09WdXlxc01NankzUT09


If you would like to arrange for a ZOOM appointment with your child(ren) and the Claus family, 

please contact Gail Garner at ggarner58@hotmail.com. Include the phrase, “ZOOM Santa” on the 

subject line and she will contact you to schedule your appointment.  

JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to the website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to 

complete a prayer request. Please email the office when someone can be taken OFF the list. If you or 

a loved one are in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church office to schedule. 

“Thinking of You” cards can be sent to Ginny Guessford at the following address: 300 

Cantwell Avenue, P.O. Box 194, Odessa, DE 19730 

Prayers for: Ginny Guessford; Brenda Shaffer’s Mother, Ruth Hudson; Dana Atwell; Bill Smith; 

Hanna Holland; Kathy Golden; Jenna; Elsie Everett; Matt Latocha; Carol Myers; Patty Houston; 

Johanna Learish; Kris Elliott; Melissa Davis; Mike Stanley; Darryl Dillard; Pastor Kevin & Family 

Birthdays: December 21-Kyle Benjamin; December 24-Richard Nelson; December 25-Melissa 

Brooks; December 26-Noel Lukens 

Anniversaries: December 22-Jeffrey & Cheryl Martin 

 

 

Dear St. Paul's Family, 
 
I have sold my home and will be going to Fl to stay with my son and his family for several months. When I 
return, I will move into an independent living unit at Meadow Croft. I want you to know just how much I 
appreciate the love and kindness that you have given to me during the most tragic year of my life. 
Love to all, David Pearl 
dpearlassociates@aol.com : 1408 Silver Thorn Dr.: Orlando, FL 32825 

 

mailto:ggarner58@hotmail.com
http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/
mailto:dpearlassociates@aol.com

