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WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

Prelude                                                              Amy Brown 

                                          Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator 

WORSHIP WELCOME       Katelynn Scott 

OPENING HYMN: God of Grace and God of Glory 

         Amy Brown and members of the St. Paul’s Handbell Choir 

God of grace and God of glory, 

on thy people pour thy power; 

crown your ancient church's story, 

bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 

Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 

Fears and doubts too long have bound us; 

free our hearts to work and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 



for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 

Cure thy children's warring madness, 

bend our pride to thy control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, 

lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 

Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore; 

let the search for thy salvation 

be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

serving thee whom we adore, 

serving thee whom we adore. 

OPENING PRAYER                     Inspired by Matthew 10:24-39 

Because life is a precious gift, we value and seek to live the 

best kind of life. Yet we struggle with Jesus’ warning that in 

doing so we will lose the very life we try to save – to find. 

What can you mean by inviting us to lose our lives, O God? 

Help us to discover more to life than we could ever have 

imagined in the way we struggle with this strange wisdom. 

Perhaps you call us to lose ourselves, our lives, in the 

passionate pursuit of a calling worthy of our lives. Perhaps 

you call us to lose ourselves in a trust so complete that we are 

finally free from the worries and fears that prevent us from 

truly living. We ask for the courage to pursue your calling 

and the faith to free us from fear. And may we embrace our 

prayer in our actions, so help us, God! Let it be so.   

WELCOME AND BLESSING 

CHILDREN’S TIME: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus, v.1 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 



I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

No turning back, no turning back. 

Ellie Leuliette shares a blessing with our children! 

WE SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION: Come and Find the Quiet Center 

Come and find the quiet center 

In the crowded life we lead, 

Find the room for hope to enter, 

Find the frame where we are freed: 

Clear the chaos and the clutter, 

Clear our eyes that we can see 

All the things that really matter, 

Be at peace, and simply be. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Matthew 10:24-39                Joy Gordy-Stith 

“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the 

master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the 

slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house 

Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 

household! 

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not 

be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become 

known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what 

you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear 

those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him 

who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two 

sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 

ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head 

are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than 

many sparrows. 



“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also 

will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever 

denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in 

heaven. 

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have 

not come to bring peace, but a sword. 

For I have come to set a man against his father, 

and a daughter against her mother, 

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 

and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of 

me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not 

worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and 

follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will 

lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 

One: May this story inspire us all   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

HYMN OF PREPARATION: We Walk in Love         

                                                                                 Duane Dillard 

                                                       Vocals: Rev.  Kevin Benjamin 

                                                              and Pastor Bo Gordy-Stith  

We walk in love united in purpose. 

We join our hands ad lift up one voice. 

We speak the truth with strength and compassion 

Re sounding with hope, with courage and joy. 

 We cry for peace and rights for all people. 

We welcome friends from far and near. 

We fight for those whose voices are silenced, 

existing in faith until all are free. 

 We dream a world of justice and kindness. 

We build a bridge creating new paths. 



We march with joy as we walk together. 

Embracing each one, we boldly stand. (repeat 3x) 

THE MESSAGE: Embrace      

                                           Pastor Bo Gordy-Stith & Gail Garner 

Key verse (Matthew 10:39) Those who find their life will lose 

it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 

WE GIVE THANKS 

INVITATION TO THE WAY OF CHRIST:  The Summons       

               Amy Brown 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?  

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown,  

      will you let my name be known, 

Will you let my life be grown in you and you and me?  

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,  

And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?  

Lord, your summons echoes true  

     when you but call My Name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.  

In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.  

THE OFFERING:  

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving    

Today’s YELLOW HAT mission offering supports our Deaf 

Outreach, Inc. 

Offertory: What a Friend We Have in Jesus    

                                                                            Gail Garner, Piano  

Prayers for:  Dave Koski; Cindra Holland’s Mother, Kathy 

Golden; Elsie Everett; Matt Latocha; Beverly Gordy; Amy 



Brown; John Littell; Kathy Hoffman; Amy Brown’s grandson, 

Henry 

Birthdays: June 21-Brenda Shaffer, Joseph Mastin, Sr.; June 22-

Addison Packard; June 25-Steve Johnson; June 27-Cael Crooker 

Anniversaries: June 23-Charlii & Janet Miller; June 27-John & 

Elayne Guy 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                  

Our Father, who art in heaven 

Hallowed by thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil,  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

SENDING HYMN: My Life Is in You, Lord     

               Duane Dillard 

My life is in you, Lord; 

my strength is in you, Lord; 

my hope is in you, Lord; 

in you, it's in you. 

My life is in you, Lord; 

my strength is in you, Lord; 

my hope is in you, Lord; 

in you, it's in you. 

I will praise you with all of my life, 

I will praise you with 



all of my strength; 

with all of my life, 

with all of my strength. 

All of my hope is in you. 

My you, it’s in you, in you. 

SENDING FORTH TO PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS!  

BLESSING AND POSTLUDE 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You and Sevenfold Amen 

                                                                    Music, Peter C. Lutkin 

                                       Vocals: The Gordy-Stith Family Singers  

Postlude: We Walk in Love, instrumental 

                                                                                 Duane Dillard 

 

Next Sunday’s Theme: Refresh – Matthew 10:40-42  

(key verse: and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the 

name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.  

(Matthew 10:42) 

For the early season of Pentecost (June 7 – July 26) we will be focusing on Matthew 

9-13. The series theme: Transform 

June 7 – Commune – Genesis 1:1-2:4a (key verse: 1:27) 

June 14 – Venture – Matthew 9:35-10:23 (key verse: 10:16) 

June 21 – Embrace – Matthew 10:24-39 (key verse: 10:39) 

June 28 – Refresh – Matthew 10:40-42 (key verse: 10:42) 

July 5 – Enlist – Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 (key verse: 11:29) 

July 12 – Spawn – Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (key verse: 13:23) 

July 19 – Shine – Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (key verse: 13:43) 

July 26 – Unveil – Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 (key verse: 13:52) 

 

There will be no Adult Bible Study after Worship Today at 10 AM  

 

(All links will be available on our website, stpaulsodessa.org and Facebook site, St. 

Paul’s UMC Odessa – Zoom invitations and passwords will be sent via email) 

Join us each Wednesday for noon prayer, (YouTube Live) 

 

The Scott’s host a weekly Wednesday evening (6:30)  

Bible Study on Mark (Zoom) 

 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer group Thursday afternoons at 1 PM  



(please contact Carole or the church office for a Zoom invitation)  

 

Next Sunday, June 28 

Livestream Worship at 8:30 am (YouTube) 

 

ALL WEEKLY AND SPECIAL IN-PERSON GATHERINGS HAVE BEEN 

POSTPONED AND THE OFFICE IS CLOSED DURING THE 

QUARANTINE. 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF ARE WORKING REMOTELY AND CAN BE 

CONTACTED USING THE FOLLOWING EMAIL ADDRESSES AND 

PHONE NUMBERS OR MAIL 
 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor   

pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   (302) 373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Admin. Assist. 

     & Treasurer      

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coord.    

familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 598-8768 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     

duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Amy Brown, Music Director   

amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 253 – Odessa, Delaware 19730 
 

Yellow Hat – Deaf Outreach, Inc.  

Deaf Outreach, Inc. is a nonprofit serving the needs of residents of central Delaware who 

are Deaf or hard of hearing, with a comprehensive access point to resources and services 

that foster Education, Access, and Self Advocacy. 

Kudos to: 

Lynda Lambert, for her time and hard work trimming all the bushes, raking, and cleaning 

up of the church grounds. Thank you for taking the time out of your busy schedule to 

beautify our church. 

Barbara Lynn Manlove & Sharyn Sheats for their time and tireless hard work weeding, 

raking and cleaning up of the church grounds every week. You’re ROCK STARS!!! 

Our Finance Counters: Sandy Urstadt, Ginny Guessford, Helen George, Carolyn Stanley, 

Sharon Hunnicutt, Faye Taylor, Linda Botsford & Chris Chappelle. Thank you All for 

your time and effort handling, sorting and depositing the monies given so generously 

each week to St. Paul’s.  

We are so thankful and blessed to have these AMAZING ladies part of our St. Paul’s 

family. 



Ride-by Event for Pastors Bo & Kevin 

We have decided to gather everyone at the Park n Ride lot on Rt. 299 across from the 

Wawa. We will start assembling around 10:15 the morning of Sunday, June 28th 

following the streamed service. We will start sending cars around 10:45. Bo and Vicki 

will be sitting in the bed of their pickup truck out in front of St. Paul’s. Please wave and 

honk your horns, but we need to keep everyone moving. Josh Reitzes and Courtney 

Martin will be recording the parade and Bo and Vicki’s reactions. We plan to repeat the 

same activity for Pastor Kevin Benjamin’s arrival the following week, Sunday, July 5th. 

Family Life Ministries   

Mark your calendar!! 2020 VBS is in the works! We are planning a virtual trip...To Mars 

and Beyond! Join us to Go Beyond.... each week with Faith, Boldness, Kindness, 

Thankfulness, and Hope! 

We will gather online, weekly, on Wednesdays July 15, 22, 29 August 5 and 12 to 

explore Gods love and power. The format will be set up so if Wednesday’s are not 

convenient the content will be up and available throughout the summer following July 15. 

We have a fabulous, excited group of leaders working on making this a virtual VBS year 

to remember! Look for Bible stories presented in a variety of formats (some local actors, 

maybe a puppet and animations), music videos with song and dance facilitated by 

Kendall Reitzes, into the galaxy crafts led by a variety of St. Paul’s kids and of course 

weekly science experiments starring Mr. McNelis!  

There will be materials and craft bags for pick up at St. Paul’s (dates for pick up to be 

announced) so everyone will have what they need to participate in the experience.  

Registration will be up on St. Paul’s website and Facebook or you can call the church 

office. We will just need your child’s name, age, an email contact and phone number.  

Early registration is encouraged so we can order enough materials for everyone.  This is 

shaping up to be an out of this world experience!! If you are interested in helping please 

let Alice Mullins or Vicki Spence know.  

Vector VBS Verse: Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that could ask or 

imagine by His power at work within us!  Ephesians 3:20 

Peace and blessings. Be well, Vicki Spence 

We are pulling resources to help children, youth and families cope with things going on 

in our world from racism to health and safety in our evolving normal. We will be posting 

them on the St. Paul’s FB page and the website. Please choose ones that interest you and 

give feedback. If you find other helpful resources let us know so they can be shared. 

Also, if anyone is interested in reading stories and posting online or offering a game or 

craft contact Vicki.  

Calling All Youth!!!! 

Calling all youth and adult chaperones to help our elderly neighbors and veterans at 

Victory Village in Port Penn. We're looking for 2-3 adults and 4-5 youth. We will be 

doing various types of yardwork. 

5 Tuesday dates: 

4 mornings 9 -12 

July 14 Jeanne Buckworth (Dawn Buckworth + Charlotte Miller) 

July 21 Victory Village (Steve Johnson + friend) 



August 4 Dave Pearl tentative (Charlotte Miller) 

August 11 Victory Village 

1 evening 5:30 - 8:30 

July 28 Jeanne Hatton 

(Charlotte Miller, Sherry Eierman + Dawn Buckworth) 

I'd also like to request water and snacks for our youth mission. Please let me know what 

dates you can help out. Email dawn.buckworth@verizon.net or Text (302)753-4020. 

Thanks to all our volunteers, Dawn Buckworth 

UMM - Staying on Par with God 

Our next outing is scheduled for Tuesday, June 23 with a 9 AM Tee Time. As of this 

outing, Odessa National will be in "Two Golfers to a Cart" mode!! If you are Not ready 

to ride double and want a single cart let me know when you sign up. The Grill will be 

open so we can have lunch after golf as in the past. You may either call your card in 

(302-464-1007 X2) or pay with your card that day. All other rules are still in effect in 

regards to masks, distance, etc. Let me know your intentions by Saturday, June 20.      

SCRIPTURE READ... 1 CORINTHIANS 13:1-13   

Looking forward to another day of Fellowship, Golf, and Lunch (we will be playing best 

ball) Thanks, God Bless, Paul Loder 

PFLAG Meeting                                                 

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursdays of each month, presently via 

Zoom. Please join us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread 

the word to all corners of our Communities. Please contact Mark Holden at 

Mark@maholden.com or call 802-279-8100. Mark Holden 

MOT Senior Center 

MOT Senior Center is accepting items between 8 AM-Noon Tuesday-Thursday. There is 

a box out front to put items in if they are not there. They are in need of the 

following: Spaghetti sauce, canned fruit and vegetables, snack size snacks, 

individual juices, peanut butter, jelly, magazines, word find books, side dishes, cereal, or 

gift cards to Food Lion for $10.00 each.  

Our Daily Bread Donations 

We will be having another food donation drop off, this time for Our Daily Bread, on 

Sunday, July 19th from Noon – 1 PM and also collecting donations for our yellow hat. 

Check donations for the yellow hat can be made payable to St. Paul’s UMC. Thank you! 

• cold cuts ham, turkey, chicken, baloney, store made chicken & tuna salads) 

• sliced cheeses 

• white bread 

• individual bags of chips and/or snacks 

• fruit cups 

• fresh fruit (apples, bananas, oranges) 

• individual bags of cookies and other desserts 

• bottled water or other beverages (apple juice, lemonade, etc.) 

• Non-perishables - PB&J, canned veggies, soup, mac &cheese, canned fruits, pasta 

& sauce, canned chicken & tuna, etc. 


