
Chorus: The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices.  

Open the gates before him, lift up your voices.  

Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him?  

He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages. (Repeat Chorus) 

(The King of Glory Comes, #2091 in the Black Hymnal) 

The children may return to their seats after the prayer.  

WE PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS 

PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION 

God Almighty, We Are Waiting, v. 1                   Green Hymnal, 3047 

God Almighty, we are waiting for a Savior to appear.  

Meet us in our desert journey; give a sign that you are near:  

burning bushes, parted waters, food aplenty in the wild.  

As we look for signs and wonders, help us see you in a child. 

*THE GOOD NEWS             Matthew 2:13-23 (Pew Bible, 2) 

One: May this story inspire us all   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

WORD IN SONG  

Angels We Have Heard on High (8:30)                              Red Hymnal, 238             

He is the Light (11:00)             Chancel Choir 

                                                    Jared Badalamenti, Choral Accompanist     

THE MESSAGE:   Protect                    Pastor Bo Gordy-Stith  

Key verse (2:13) Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and 

his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 

Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 

WE GIVE THANKS & COMMUNE WITH CHRIST 

INVITATION TO CHRIST’S TABLE 

God Almighty, We Are Waiting, v. 3        Green Hymnal, 3047  

God the Spirit, we are waiting for your presence here and now. 

Humbled by our sinful weakness, at your mercy we will bow.  

Search our hearts and make us ready, speak in language strong and 

mild, help each one of us, your people, to receive you like a child. 

THE OFFERTORY                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Today’s YELLOW HAT mission offering supports U.S. Disaster Response 

Relief. Last week, we received $241.75 for Local Missions. Thank you for 

your generosity!  

*THE DOXOLOGY                                                                                     

God Almighty, We Are Waiting, v. 2                            Green Hymnal, 3047  

God Incarnate, we are waiting for the feast day of your birth. Looking 

back and looking forward to the Christ’s return to earth. Help us to 

proclaim the gospel, ‘til the world is reconciled.  

Let us set your holy table for each women, man, and child.                      

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                    

What Feast of Love, v.1 and 3 (to Greensleeves) Green Hymnal, 3170                                                                          

What feast of love is offered here, what banquet come from heaven? 

What food of everlasting life, what gracious gift is given?  

This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heaven.  

Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the manna given!  

What wine of love is offered here, what crimson drink from heaven? 

What stream of everlasting life, what precious blood is given?  

This, this is Christ the king, the sweetest wine of heaven.  

Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is given! 

The Lord’s Prayer             Green Hymnal, 3068  

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. Amen. 

The Table is open to all who seek to follow Jesus. Come at the ushers’ 

invitation. You may ask for gluten-free bread at the front.  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT TO MAKE DISCIPLES 

*SENDING HYMN                                                                                           

Joy to the World (8:30)                                             Red Hymnal, 246                 

Joy to the World (11:00)          Red Hymnal, 246 

*SENDING FORTH TO PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS! 

 

POSTLUDE  
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY (8:30 AM) 
Ushers: Paul Loder, Greg Apps, John Harmer, Alan Martin,  

Dave Sydnor, Vickie Bush, Ben & Dawn Feldmann 

Greeter: Pam Root Acolyte: Jason Wallace 

Liturgist: Carlotta Cline Communion Set-up: John & Patti Harmer 

Nursery Volunteer: Patti Harmer 

Communion Servers: Dave & Linda Sydnor and Natalie Reitzes 

Musicians: Duane Dillard, Music Accompanist and the Worship Ensemble 

ASL Interpreter: Gail Garner 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY (11:00 AM) 
Ushers: June Stemmle, Denis Shaffer, John Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Greeter: Maryann Kearns      Acolyte: Nick Pompeo 

Liturgist: Don Mueller   Nursery Volunteer: Sarah Pulling 

Communion Servers: Noel & Rosalie Lukens and Don Mueller 

Choir Communion Servers: Sue Holden & Vicki Spence   

Musicians: Jeff Anderson, Music Director, Jared Badalamenti,  

Choral Accompanist & Chancel Choir 

Nursery is available at both Services 

Flowers at the cross today are given by Carlotta Cline, in honor of her sisters,  

Mary Aguilar & Dorothy Dudgeon. 

 

Counters: Linda Botsford & Carolyn Stanley 

Fellowship: Linda Botsford, Ellie Leuliette, Rosalie Lukens, Victoria Dahn,  

Ally Kennedy, Carole Harmon, Patti Ravilious, Patti Harmer 

 

Next Sunday’s Worship Theme: Celebrate 

Please read Matthew 2:1-12 (key verse: 2:11)  

 

 

DROP-IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAY at 11 AM 

We continue the book of Galatians. We'd love to have more folks join us.  

If you can't make it each and every week, that's no problem just "drop-in" 

whenever you are available.  

 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS 
 Youth Group – 1st Sundays 2-4 PM at Scott’s Home (215 N. Cass St., 

Middletown) 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Boy Scouts – Mondays 7-8:30 PM 

 Cub Scouts – Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 6:30-8:30 PM 

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 Handbell Choir Rehearsal – Wednesdays 6-7 PM 

 Choir Rehearsal – Wednesdays 7-8 PM 

 PFLAG – 3rd Thursdays 6:30 PM 

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  
 Wednesday, January 1 OFFICE CLOSED 

 Friday-Sunday, January 10-12 Youth Rally 2020 

 Monday, January 13 – 6:30 PM Finance Meeting  

 Tuesday, January 14 – 6:30 PM Trustees Meeting 

 Saturday, February 1 & 8 – 8:30 AM-3:30 PM Lay Servant Academy 

Course - Dancing with Words w/Pastor Bo facilitating 

 

GAIL GARNER, OUR ASL INTERPRETER, IS HERE AT  

ST. PAUL’S EVERY SUNDAY AT THE 8:30 AM SERVICE.  

Know someone who needs ASL interpreted worship? Please invite them! 

 

Yellow Hat Missions Offering TODAY  

UMCOR-U.S. Disaster Response Relief 

UMCOR responds to natural or civil disasters of such magnitude that they 

overwhelm a community’s ability to recover on its own. Through UMCOR, 

United Methodists extend loving care to people within the United States. 

When disaster strikes, it is local churches that provide the first response to 

their communities. This basic understanding—that disaster response is 

local—forms the foundation for UMCOR’s US disaster training and 

response. When responding to a disaster in the United States, UMCOR 

provides training, financial assistance, expertise, community collaboration to 

churches and partners making them more resilient to disasters. 

 

Stewardship Praise Report…We give thanks to our God for you every time 

we remember you in our prayers. To date we have received 97% of the 

pledges from our potential members and friends – every day we get closer 

to our goal of including everyone! Pastor Bo & Susan Haberstroh, Finance 

Chair  

 

 

 



Pledge Envelopes 

If you have pledged for the upcoming 2020 year, please look for your pledge 

envelopes on the table in Fellowship Hall. 

Flower Ministry 

 The new chart for Flowers for 2020 is back ordered and should be 

arriving sometime this week. Once it arrives, you will find it on the 

Fellowship Hall bulletin board so you can sign up for your “special 

Sundays!” 

 Check the liturgical color of the season and relay that to your flower 

arranger. 

 When you sign up for flowers, confirm your delivery arrangements 

with florist and office. Also confirm when you will remove the 

flowers after the 11 am worship service or let the office know when 

you are picking them up. 

GriefShare Program at St. Paul’s UMC 

GriefShare will be offering another support group starting early February, 

2020, on Sunday evenings. Stay tuned for more details coming very soon! 

PFLAG Meeting   

Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursdays of each month at 6:30 PM. Please 

join us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread 

the word to all corners of our Communities. Please contact Mark Holden at 

Mark@maholden.com or call 802-279-8100.    

2020 Youth Rally in Ocean City, Maryland – January 10-12 

Youth & Chaperones…If you have not paid for your tickets please have your 

$64 to the church office by TODAY, December 15. Make checks payable to 

St. Paul’s UMC with “Youth Rally Registration” written on the memo line. 

Lay Servant Academy Course - Dancing with Words 

St. Paul’s – Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, February 1 and 8, 2020, from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

Course Title: Lay Speakers Tell Stories: Advanced Course, based on 

"Dancing with Words: Storytelling as Legacy, Culture, and Faith” by Ray 

Buckley. Facilitator: Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith 

VANCO: Giving at St. Paul’s Made Easy!!! 

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring 

contributions and view your complete online giving history from anywhere 

you have access to the Internet. Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at www.stpaulsodessa.org 

2) Click on the VANCO Online Giving button, 

3) Click on the Link to Online Giving thru VANCO, 

4) Click on the Create Profile button, then 

5) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule 

your reoccurring contributions. 

Prayers for: Jeanne Hatton & Family on the loss of her husband, Dean 

Hatton; Cheryl & Jeff Martin & Family on the loss of Cheryl’s Mother, Betty 

Hastings; Dennis Turk; Barbara Moore’s Granddaughter, Emily; Matt 

Latocha; Pastor Eugene Scott & Family; Elizabeth Thomas & Family; Scott 

Payne; Jerry Emerson 

Birthdays: December 30-Ginny Guessford; January 1-Alice Mullins; 

January 2-Helen Downes, Marcia Wheeler; January 3-Vickie Bush, Michael 

Kennedy, Joyce Nelson, Christopher Shaffer, Lynda Whitehead; January 4-

Cindra Holland 

Thank you so much, St. Paul’s Saints, for the generous gift you collected 

for me and my family this Christmas. You give so generously every day of 

the year to each other and to members if our MOT community and beyond, 

especially to those who are struggling. You are an inspiration to me and to all 

who are touched by the ministry of this wonderful church – through your 

gifts of fellowship, hospitality, inclusion, and outreach. Those words seem 

small when I think of the stories of real people who have, in your love, 

experienced healing and nourishment of body and soul – the love of God in 

Jesus Christ. 

Of course, this Christmas has been bittersweet for me, knowing it will be our 

last together as pastor and congregation. Yet as sad as I am sometimes 

tempted to be, I give thanks to God every day that I can serve as pastor of St. 

Paul’s, and I am excited about the next six months of ministry together as we 

strengthen ministries of Christ’s healing love and prepare to welcome a new 

pastor with hospitality, healing, and partnership in the Body of Christ. I look 

forward to spending time with leaders (that includes everyone) learning 

together about what servant leadership means. I especially look forward to 

exploring faith together with our fearless and creative youth in our 

Confirmation Class. 

Last year, when I realized how special a gift God had given me in the 

appointment to serve as pastor of St. Paul’s, I wrote: “What God is doing 

among us at St. Paul’s is real religion and real spirituality that makes a 

difference in our lives and in our community – a priceless gift for which I 

praise God every moment of every day.” Even then, when I thought we had 

many years together, I did not take for granted the very special expression of 

love and ministry God has created here at St. Paul’s. Perhaps the most special 

aspect of that gift is that is does not depend on me or any pastor – we are 

focused together as partners in ministry on Jesus Christ (and it shows!). 

Good friends, that’s a gift that truly keeps on giving, because the source is a 

fountain that never runs dry. I’ve told you before that congregations that tap 

into the power of God’s Spirit in everyone (not just one or a few leaders, 

ordained or lay) are every pastor’s dream. Thank you for welcoming me to be 

a part of the dream God is making possible at St. Paul’s, Saints! I look 

forward to serving together as long as God gives us together, before we are 

scattered like seeds to plant God’s love in every barren place. 

Your Brother in Christ,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor  pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   (302) 373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Admin. Assist. 

     & Treasurer    stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coord.  familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music  jmaoct06@gmail.com   (610) 761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist  duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Emily Houston, Nursery Worker Emlhouston@gmail.com   (302) 547-5255 

Jared Badalamenti,  

Choral Accompanist jaredbad2@gmail.com  (201) 572-6645  

Jeanne Hatton, Organist Emeritus     (302) 378-1670 

 
December 29, 2019 – 8:30 and 11 AM 

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 
www.stpaulsodessa.org 

* Indicates please stand in body or in spirit 

Welcome! Please complete the fellowship pad and pass to your neighbor. 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

PRELUDE – THE LIGHT OF CHRIST                  Duane Dillard (8:30)  

                                  Jeff Anderson (11:00)  

*WELCOME, PRAISE & PRAYER (8:30) 

Go, Tell It on the Mountain                        Red Hymnal, 251  

*CALL TO WORSHIP (11:00)                          Inspired by Psalm 148 

One: Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens! 

All: Praise God, sun and moon; praise God, all you shining stars! 

One: Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!  

All: Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 

One: All peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! Young men and 

women alike, old and young together! 

All: Let us praise the name of the LORD, whose name alone is 

exalted; whose glory is above earth and heaven. 

*OPENING HYMN (11:00) 

All Creatures of Our God and King                               Red Hymnal, 62 

*OPENING PRAYER       Inspired by Matthew 2:13-23      

So this is Christmas, and what have we done? Show us, O God. 

Another year over and a new one about to begin. We have balled up 

and thrown away the wrappings and memories of this very Merry 

Christmas, help us to make 2020 a happy new year. We pray it's a 

good one without any fear, for weak and for strong, for rich and the 

poor ones (the world can be so wrong, O God). And so happy 

Christmas for black and for white, for yellow and red ones – help us 

stop all the fight, Prince of Peace. Now that your light has shown on 

us, let us never walk in darkness again, come what may. Your perfect 

love has overcome all fear, so help us as St. Paul’s Church, as United 

Methodists, as Christians, and as members of the human community 

to overcome our fear of each other – to discover your presence in one 

another as we share joys and sorrows together. May this be our 

Christmas celebration every day of the year! So be it!  

*WE WELCOME CHRIST AMONG US                                           

CHILDREN’S TIME & LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

We invite all children to join Courtney Martin (8:30) & Brenda Shaffer 

(11:00) at the front as we sing:  

 


