
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

March 29, 2020 – 8:30 AM VIRTUAL WORSHIP  

with ASL Interpretation 

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME Prelude            Duane Dillard             

CALL TO WORSHIP                       Inspired by Ezekiel 37 

One: Can these dry bones live? 

All: You know it, O Lord. 

One: Say to the dry bones: “Live.” 

All: Hear these words of confidence and hope: “Our God is with us, and leads us home!” 

OPENING HYMN: Why We Sing 

Someone asked the question, “Why do we sing? 

When we lift our hands to Jesus what do we really mean?” 

Someone may be wondering when we sing our song, 

at times we may be crying and nothing’s really wrong. 

I sing because I'm happy! I sing because I'm free! 

God’s eye is on the sparrow – That's the reason why I sing. 

Glory Hallelujah! You're the reason why I sing. 

Glory Hallelujah! I give the praises to you. 

Glory Hallelujah! You're the reason why I sing. 

When the song is over, we've all said, “Amen,” 

in your heart just keeps on singing and the song will never end. 

And if somebody asks you, “Was it just a show,”  

lift your hands and be a witness and tell the whole world, “No!” 

I sing because I'm happy! I sing because I'm free! 

God’s eye is on the sparrow – That's the reason why I sing. 

Glory Hallelujah! You're the reason why I sing. 

Glory Hallelujah! I give the praises to you. 

Glory Hallelujah! You're the reason why I sing. 

When we cross that river to study war no more,  

we will sing our songs to Jesus, the One whom we adore! 

I sing because I'm happy! I sing because I'm free! 

God’s eye is on the sparrow – That's the reason why I sing. 

Glory Hallelujah! You're the reason why I sing. 

Glory Hallelujah! I give the praises to you. 

Glory Hallelujah! You're the reason why I sing. 

OPENING PRAYER           Inspired by Psalm 130 

From the depths of our souls, we cry to you, O God. Lord, hear our voices and the cries of 

our need in this time of confusion and anxiety, or isolation, an unknown future, and the 

anxiety that attends it. We give you thanks for your gift of grace and forgiveness, reaching 

both to us and through us. We feel your love flowing through our hearts like a mighty, 

rushing river that erodes all resistance, all hopelessness, and everything that separates us 

from you and each other. We wait on you, O God, in our separate places of social isolation, 



more than those who ache for the darkness of night to give way to the dawn of hope. Bathe 

us now in the light of your hope. Amen!     

CHILDREN’S TIME: More Precious than Silver (Slane)         Courtney Martin     

Lord, you are more precious than silver. Lord, you are more costly than gold.  

Lord, you are more beautiful than diamonds, and nothing I desire compares with you. 

WE SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION: Change My Heart, O God  

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. Change my heart, O God, may I be like you. 

You are the Potter, I am the clay. Mold me and make me, this is what I pray.  

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. Change my heart O, God, may I be like you.  

THE GOOD NEWS: Psalm 130 

 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 

    Lord, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive 

    to the voice of my supplications! 

If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 

    Lord, who could stand? 

But there is forgiveness with you, 

    so that you may be revered. 

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

    and in his word I hope; 

my soul waits for the Lord 

    more than those who watch for the morning, 

    more than those who watch for the morning. 

O Israel, hope in the LORD! 

    For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 

    and with him is great power to redeem. 

It is he who will redeem Israel 

    from all its iniquities. 

One: May this story inspire us all   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

WORD IN SONG: Psalm 130 

THE MESSAGE: Redeem                     Pastor Bo Gordy-Stith & Gail Garner 

Key verse (130:4) But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 

WE GIVE THANKS 

INVITATION TO CHRIST’S TABLE:  

They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love, v.1       

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, we are one in the Spirit,  

We are one in the Lord, and we pray that all unity may one day be restored.  

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;  

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

THE OFFERTORY AND WITNESS – http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving    

Today’s YELLOW HAT mission offering supports Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of Delaware. 

THE DOXOLOGY: Let All Things Now Living, v. 1, 2     

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving  

To God the Creator triumphantly raise,  

Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,  

who guides us and leads to the end of our days.  

God’s banners fly o’er us; God’s light goes before us,  

A pillar of fire shining forth in the night,  

Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished,  

As forward we travel from light into light.      



The law God enforces, the stars in their courses, 

and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 

the hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 

the deeps of the ocean proclaim the Divine. 

We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing, 

with glad adoration a song let us raise, 

till all things now living unite in thanksgiving: 

To God in the highest hosanna and praise!   

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Christ, We Are Blest                                        

Christ, we are blest as we gather to dine, strengthened for love by the bread and the wine. 

This is your body, now entering ours, strong with your loving, miraculous powers.  

You laid your life down like sowing a seed; once dead and buried, from death you are freed, 

rising like wheat in the warmth of the sun! Christ, you are risen! New life has begun!  

Christ, you are risen, but not far above:  

you live among us in each act of love,  

In every deed of compassion you rise,  

living in flesh we can see with our eyes. 

Jesus, you feed us, then bid us to leave,  

sharing with others the love we receive.  

We are your body, sent by your command,  

making love real as the bread in our hands. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                  

Our God in heaven, holy is your name,  

Your reign come, your will done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread, and help us forgive, as we have been forgiven.  

In the time of trial lead us into light,  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Our God, in heaven, holy is your name, holy is your name. 

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

SENDING HYMN: When We Face an Unknown Future (to the tune to the hymn “Lord, Whose Love  

Through Humble Service”) Text: Copyright © 2020 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 

When we face an unknown future that we can’t imagine yet, 

when the closeness we have treasured turns from blessing into threat— 

As we miss our friends and loved ones, as we crave community,  

may we look, God, in this season, for a whole new way to be. 

Jesus faced the lonely desert as a time to look within. 

There he met such trial and conflict; there he knew you were with him. 

In this time of separation when we miss the life we’ve known, 

may we hear your voice proclaiming: “I am here! You’re not alone.” 

May we cherish those around us as we never have before. 

May we think much less of profit; may we learn what matters more. 

May we hear our neighbors’ suffering; may we see our neighbors’ pain. 

May we learn new ways of offering life and health and hope again. 

God, when illness comes to threaten, and when so much here goes wrong,  

may we know this thing for certain— that your love is sure and strong. 

You’re beside us in our suffering, and when times are surely tough, 

we may face an unknown future, but it’s filled, Lord, with your love. 

*SENDING FORTH TO PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS!  



Next Sunday’s Theme: Thrive – Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  

(key verse: 118:22)  

Bible Study on Zoom (see link on our FB site) 

 

 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
406 Main Street – P.O. Box 253 – Odessa, Delaware 19730 

 

 

Thursday, March 26, 2020 

 

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s, 

 

We’re nearing the end of our second week in quarantine and adjusting to new priorities, new rules, 

and new realities. And, surprisingly, new routines. While some of the news and information about 

the course of Covid-19 in the world, our country, and in Delaware seems dire, there are some 

unexpected discoveries of grace. While we may argue about degrees, most of the world seems to 

have gotten the memo that social distancing is our best defense – and in places like China and South 

Korea, we are seeing hopeful signs that aggressive social distancing and testing measures can 

reverse the exponential spread of Covid-19. 

In an age of competing truth claims, it has never been more important to check our sources of 

information. The three sources I highly recommend are the World Health Organization (who.int), the 

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (cdc.gov) and the Delaware Department of Public 

Health Coronavirus site (coronavirus.delaware.gov). Your best sources of information about St. 

Paul’s UMC will be these weekly emails, our website (stpaulsodessa.org) and Facebook site (see 

below). We will continue to monitor our office phone, and email – as well as my cell phone (voice 

or text). 

We are adjusting to the new normal of quarantine. As of Tuesday, March 24, Governor Carney 

ordered all non-essential businesses to close. Church congregations are not defined as non-essential, 

although most churches are no longer meeting or worshipping face-to-face. We have now met for 

worship via a Facebook Live connection on March 15 and 22 

(https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOdessa/). After experiencing network-related interruptions 

on March 22, I am rescheduling future Sunday morning Facebook Live worship events to 8:30 

am, beginning this Sunday, March 29.  

We have also held several meetings, Bible studies, fellowship groups, and a prayer service online 

using Zoom (zoom.us) and Facebook live. A dedicated group of our members contact every 

household in our church each week to check in by phone. Several others have offered to help those 

of us who need someone to shop for groceries or other essentials.  

Thank you for shifting your financial stewardship from the offering plate to online or giving 

by mail to the church office. Since arriving at St. Paul’s two years ago, Vicki and I have made our 

offering using VANCO, our online portal (http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving), 

without any problems or difficulties, so I can confidently recommend it to you. Thus far, we have 

made no changes in staffing or overall finances, although our leadership team will meet on Tuesday, 

April 7 to decide on a course of action based on our offering income during the quarantine to date. 

We are engaged in a grand experiment this Lent to determine the shape of what our church – or any 

church community – looks like without depending on a building or walls or any physical gathering 

place. As a community gathered around spiritual as well as incarnational experiences of God’s 

presence, we are uniquely prepared for this moment in world history. God has prepared us not 

only to receive peace beyond understanding for such a time as this, but to offer it to others. Trust that 

you have the gifts and grace to meet the extraordinary need before us all. Our God is an awesome 

God who reigns with justice, peace, and love. This is our living hope for abundant life – now and 

always! 

Peace,  



ALL WEEKLY AND SPECIAL IN-PERSON GATHERINGS HAVE BEEN POSTPONED 

AND THE OFFICE IS CLOSED DURING THE QUARANTINE. 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF ARE WORKING REMOTELY AND CAN BE CONTACTED USING 

THE FOLLOWING EMAIL ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS OR MAIL 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor   pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   (302) 373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Admin. Assist. 

     & Treasurer      stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coord.  familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 598-8768 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist   duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 253 – Odessa, Delaware 19730 

 

Health Ministry – COVID-19 

Monday, March 23, Governor John Carney declared a Public Health Emergency in Delaware. The 

declaration strengthened Delaware’s health care workforce by enabling those medical professionals 

with out-of-state licenses, or who are retired but in good standing, to support Delaware’s health care 

workforce needs. On Sunday, March 22, Governor Carney issued the fourth and fifth modifications 

to his State of Emergency declaration, ordering Delawareans to stay at home whenever possible and 

closing all non-essential businesses in the state to help stop community spread of COVID-19. The 

orders went into effect at 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 24. 

If you think you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, or have symptoms of illness, make 

sure to distance yourself from others, particularly vulnerable populations. This includes people 60 

years of age and older; people with serious chronic health conditions such as diabetes, lung disease, 

heart disease; or those who are immunocompromised. For individuals who are sick, stay home and 

contact your primary care provider for guidance regarding symptoms and next steps. 

Delawareans with general questions about COVID-19 or their exposure risk can call the Division of 

Public Health’s Coronavirus Call Center at 1-866-408-1899, or 711 for individuals who are hearing-

impaired, from 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Friday, and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and 

Sunday. Questions can also be submitted by email at DPHCall@delaware.gov. 

DPH will continue to update the public as more information becomes available. For the latest on 

Delaware’s response, go to de.gov/coronavirus. 

Phone Love Ministry 

At our Leadership Team Meeting, via ZOOM, the idea to make a personal contact with each family 

of St. Paul’s UMC was suggested during this time of the Coronavirus. From that suggestion, 

our Phone Love Ministry was established and a team of sixteen is now making calls to the members 

of our congregation. Each member of the team is committed to making that voice contact and assure 

you of our Christian love for one another.  

Helen Keller, once said, “Blindness cuts us off from things, but deafness cuts us off from people.” In 

this time of “social distancing and sheltering in place,” our Phone Love Ministry provides a voice to 

let you know that your St. Paul’s family cares about you. The response to our calls has been 

positive.  We pray that our conversations create a moment of peace.   

The Phone Love Ministry will try to contact you weekly just to say hello and to see if there is 

something we can do for you. In this time of robocalls, we understand that you may wish not to 

answer. We will leave a voice message. Do not hesitate to return the call and let us know you have 

received our call. We keep you in prayer each day and extend God’s love and peace to you.  

 

UPDATE: “Leadership from the Heart” Study, Sunday, March 29 at 3 PM on ZOOM is 

cancelled.  

UPDATE: Confirmation Class Wednesday, April 1 at 4:00 PM on ZOOM is cancelled. 

UPDATE: PFLAG Meeting                                                 

Greetings! After a discussion with the executive board it was decided to cancel our March PFLAG 

meeting, I hope we can reschedule Kelly for the April meeting. Stay safe and be well. Mark Holden 

 



UPDATE: Easter Egg Making…Support VBS by Hand! 

After speaking with some other ladies that help make the Easter eggs, and the likelihood that Sunday 

church services will be on-line in the coming weeks, we have decided to cancel the Easter egg 

making on Friday, March 27. Anyone who has already paid for their eggs can contact the church 

office to schedule a day and time to pick up their money. Once things settle down, we might plan to 

have a bake sale or something else as a fundraiser in place of the Easter egg sales this year. Thank 

you for your understanding and continued support for this mission, Cheryl Martin 

UPDATE: JOY Group 

We are disappointed to announce that our JOY group event on Friday, March 27 is postponed. The 

Everett Theater is closed indefinitely; therefore, the performance of “Esther” will not take place.  

The show may be rescheduled at some point, however, so be on the lookout for updates. We look 

forward to gathering again, hopefully in the not too distant future! Karen Ellis 

UPDATE: United Methodist Men News 

UMM will continue “Staying on Par with God golf outings; UMM will continue Bible Study but at 

the present time it is postponed. Also, UMM Breakfast & UMM Annual Golf Tournament will 

discontinue. Paul Loder 

UDATE: Wilmington HUB at Christiana  

HUB Coordinator and the rest of the team of the Wilmington HUB at Christiana have decided to 

postpone our April 25th opening. We will inform everyone of a date later on. We made this decision 

based on the threats of the Coronavirus. As soon as we make a decision on a date will we let all of 

you know.  Please take care and stay healthy. God Bless, Ruth Rawlins, Co-Coordinator  

UPDATE: St. Paul’s Covenant Garden 

Good Morning St. Paul's Family, 

I would like to bring each of you up to date on St. Paul's Covenant Garden and that would be after 

long hours of thought, discussion, and prayer I believe it's time to close down the Covenant 

Garden. Several factors have led me to this decision and some of these are, Carlotta has her farm up 

for sale (which might cause a problem if sold during our garden season), however my main concerns 

are that a garden the size of ours requires 6-8 hours a week for care such as weeding, carrying water 

to dry plants, checking for pest damage among other things. As each of you know planting is in 

volumes and can be laborious at times. And, to be honest, I can no longer put in the hours required to 

maintain a growing garden. I have also noticed over the last couple of years the church member 

volunteer workers have dwindled down to 3-4 faithfuls and I understand families and priorities 

change as families grow. With this being said I would like to remember our garden (which started 8 

years ago from the Disciple 1 class group) as the garden that provided bountiful veggies to those in 

need for 8 years, was location for Prayer sessions, Blessings, Foundation for student papers, Work 

project for court ordered "Community Service" and last but not least, First announcement of a 

Pregnancy!! (who is now a faithful youth of St. Paul's) 

I truly believe God led us to this garden project and I know God has to be pleased with the way St. 

Paul's disciples faithfully served the community and the Neighborhood House. Over the 8 years I 

saw God's Blessings taking place at the Covenant Garden and with those involved with the garden. I 

will always have fond memories of the Covenant Garden and how God always seem to have his 

hand placed over the garden. The Covenant Garden has been a Spiritual uplifting for each of us and 

who knows another God led project might just be on the horizon.  

Thanks to each of you for your discipleship and may God Bless you always......Peace Paul Loder 

JAMES 3:18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace 

 

Prayers for: Argoe Family, on the loss of Joanne Argoe; Faye Taylor; Bob Connell; Elsie Everett; 

Matt Latocha; Elizabeth Thomas & Family; Scott Payne 

Birthdays: March 30-William Apps, John Morris; April 3-Barbara Lynn Manlove; April 4-Arianna 

Rose Smith 

Anniversaries: March 31-Dave & Linda Sydnor 


