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WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

Countdown Prelude: Father, I Adore You       Amy Brown 

                                          Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator 

WORSHIP WELCOME        

OPENING HYMN: Majesty, Worship His Majesty 

            Duane Dillard 

Majesty, worship his majesty; 

unto Jesus be all glory, honor, and praise. 

Majesty, kingdom authority, 

flow from his throne unto his own; his anthem raise. 

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus. 

Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King. 

Majesty, worship his majesty, 

Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all kings. 

Nothing but the Blood 

What can wash away my sin? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

What can make me whole again? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 



O precious is the flow 

that makes me white as snow; 

no other fount I know; 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

For my pardon this I see: 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

For my cleansing this my plea: 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

O precious is the flow 

that makes me white as snow; 

no other fount I know; 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Nothing can for sin atone: 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Naught of good that I have done: 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

O precious is the flow 

that makes me white as snow; 

no other fount I know; 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

This is all my hope and peace: 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

This is all my righteousness: 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

O precious is the flow 

that makes me white as snow; 

no other fount I know; 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

OPENING PRAYER                 (Matthew 11 & Psalm 45) 

                                                              Courtney Martin, Liturgist 

Gracious God, we thank you for extending the invitation for us 

to come unto you and rest. In our tiredness, you rejuvenate us. In 



the midst of our heavy burdens, you lighten our load. Even in the 

adventures of life, we allow us to discover that lasting joy comes 

only through You. And your powerful grace, You created an 

opportunity for us to be reunited back to you through your son, 

Jesus Christ. Now, we are no longer bound by sin. Today, 

remind us today to proclaim Your mighty deeds as we celebrate 

God’s justice. Allow our inclusion into God’s eternal Kingdom, 

inspire us to dance and lament to the Lord’s song. Amen. 

WELCOME AND BLESSING 

CHILDREN’S TIME: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus, v.1 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

No turning back, no turning back. 

Brian McNelis shares a blessing with our children! 

AN ORDER FOR THE CELEBRATION OF AN APPOINTMENT 

Steve Johnson and Cathy Blanco, Leadership Team Co-Chairs 

Pastor Kevin Benjamin 

WE SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION: Come and Find the Quiet Center 

Come and find the quiet center 

In the crowded life we lead, 

Find the room for hope to enter, 

Find the frame where we are freed: 

Clear the chaos and the clutter, 

Clear our eyes that we can see 

All the things that really matter, 

Be at peace, and simply be. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30     Courtney Martin   

“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children 

sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 



‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

    we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has 

a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they 

say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 

and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 

earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and 

the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 

such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to 

me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, 

and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 

learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 

light.” 

One: May this story inspire us all   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

HYMN OF PREPARATION: I Heard the Voice                                                                                         

       Pastor Kevin, Vocal Solo and Duane Dillard, Piano 

THE MESSAGE: Enlist 

                                           Pastor Kevin Benjamin & Gail Garner 

Key verse (Matthew 11:29) Take my yoke upon you, and learn 

from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. 
WE GIVE THANKS 

INVITATION TO THE WAY OF CHRIST: The Summons       

               Amy Brown 



Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?  

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown,  

      will you let my name be known, 

Will you let my life be grown in you and you and me?  

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,  

And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?  

Lord, your summons echoes true  

     when you but call My Name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.  

In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.  

THE OFFERING:  

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving    

Today’s YELLOW HAT mission offering supports our El 

Ayudante Child, Yesprin. 

Offertory: My Jesus, I Love Thee                 Amy Brown, Organ                                                                         

Prayers for:  Cindra Holland’s Mother, Kathy Golden; Elsie 

Everett; Matt Latocha; Beverly Gordy; Kathy Hoffman; Amy 

Brown’s grandson, Henry 

Birthdays: July 5-Mark Holden, Isabel Holland, Sue Johnson; 

July 6-Ellie Leuliette; July 7-Kathy Chas, Kris Knarr, Jennifer 

Rodriguez; July 8-Georgianna Fennemore; July 9-Marilyn Jones, 

Sandy Urstadt, Emily Workman 

Anniversaries: July 7-John & Susie Cate 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                  

Our Father, who art in heaven 

Hallowed by thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  



Give us this day our daily bread,  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil,  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

SENDING HYMN: Victory in Jesus         Duane Dillard 

I heard an old, old story, 

how a Savior came from glory, 

how he gave his life on Calvary 

to save a wretch like me; 

I heard about his groaning, 

of his precious blood's atoning, 

then I repented of my sins 

and won the victory. 

O victory in Jesus, 

my Savior, forever. 

He sought me and bought me 

with his redeeming blood; 

he loved me ere I knew him 

and all my love is due him, 

he plunged me to victory, 

beneath the cleansing flood. 

I heard about his healing, 

of his cleansing power revealing. 

How he made the lame to walk again 

and caused the blind to see; 

and then I cried, "Dear Jesus, 

come and heal my broken spirit," 

and somehow Jesus came and brought 

to me the victory. 



O victory in Jesus, 

my Savior, forever. 

He sought me and bought me 

with his redeeming blood; 

he loved me ere I knew him 

and all my love is due him, 

he plunged me to victory, 

beneath the cleansing flood. 

I heard about a mansion 

he has built for me in glory. 

And I heard about the streets of gold 

beyond the crystal sea; 

about the angels singing, 

and the old redemption story, 

and some sweet day I'll sing up there 

the song of victory. 

O victory in Jesus, 

my Savior, forever. 

He sought me and bought me 

with his redeeming blood; 

he loved me ere I knew him 

and all my love is due him, 

he plunged me to victory, 

beneath the cleansing flood. 

SENDING FORTH TO PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS!  

BLESSING AND POSTLUDE 

Trusting Jesus                                                      Arr. Ron Lorre 

Postlude                                                                      Amy Brown 

Next Sunday’s Theme: Spawn – Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 



We welcome our new Pastor, Kevin Benjamin and his family  

Pastor Kevin William Benjamin is a native of Wilmington, 

Delaware. Pastor Kevin is married to Jenneth and is the 

proud father of Nickeya (23), Kevin Jr. (16), Kenneth (8), 

Jennifer (6), Kyle (5), and baby Jessica, who will be born in 

March of 2020. Presently, Pastor Kevin is appointed to 

Summit UMC, Mount Salem UMC, and Seasons Hospice 

(chaplain). Prior to this appointment, Rev. Kevin served as 

Pastor of Ebenezer UMC (Delaware City) and St. Daniel’s 

(Port Penn, DE). Pastor Kevin’s first pastoral assignment 

was at Cornerstone UMC, (Bear, DE) as an associate Pastor. Pastor Kevin has 

several degrees. He received his music education degree from Delaware State 

University and a Master's of Divinity from Palmer Theological Seminary. He 

also completed a master's degree in education. He received his pastoral care 

education and certification from Bay-health Care systems and DuPont 

Nemours Children’s Hospital.  Recently, Rev. Kevin has served as an adjunct 

professor at Wesley College.  For over twenty years, Pastor Kevin served as a 

Music Educator in the Christina School District and the Catholic Diocese of 

Wilmington. In 2016, Pastor Kevin left the field of music education to answer 

his full-time call to pastoral ministry. Pastor Kevin serves on the 

Neighborhood House Board and on the Wilmington District Urban Ministry 

Board. Occasionally, Pastor Kevin volunteers as a chaplain for DuPont 

Nemour’s Children's Hospital. On Tuesday evenings, Pastor Kevin, in collaboration with 

Ezion-Mount Carmel UMC, provides free piano instruction to students of Urban Promise.  

Previously, Pastor Kevin served as a volunteer at the Sunday Breakfast Mission. 

Presently, Pastor Kevin volunteers, on every other fifth Tuesday, at Our Daily Bread, in 

Middletown, Delaware. Pastor Kevin has a passion for outreach, pastoral care, and music. 

This passion has been demonstrated during all of his previous appointments.  Several 

years ago, Pastor Kevin travelled to Spain to serve in the mission field alongside of 

recording artist, Richard Smallwood. Pastor Kevin is progressive in his theology and 

supports full inclusion of the LGBTQ community within the UMC denomination and 

local church, as it also pertains to marriage and ordination. At this past Annual 

conference, Pastor Kevin was commissioned as a provisional elder. Within this past year, 

Pastor Kevin continues to meet at Camp Pecometh, with his provisional group, to receive 

continuous training as he works towards ordination. He anticipates becoming a full elder 

at the 2021 Annual Conference. Pastor Kevin loves music and uses it as a vehicle to 

connect various churches within the community and denomination. Pastor Kevin 

previously organized two major concerts that represented 12 churches singing classical, 

Negro spirituals, gospel, and praise music. These concerts were held at Grace UMC and 

Ezion-Mount Carmel UMC during this pastor Summer and Winter.    
 

Key verse: But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 

understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 

another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

(Matthew 13:23) 



For the early season of Pentecost (June 7 – July 26) we will be focusing on Matthew 

9-13. The series theme: Transform 

June 7 – Commune – Genesis 1:1-2:4a (key verse: 1:27) 

June 14 – Venture – Matthew 9:35-10:23 (key verse: 10:16) 

June 21 – Embrace – Matthew 10:24-39 (key verse: 10:39) 

June 28 – Refresh – Matthew 10:40-42 (key verse: 10:42) 

July 5 – Enlist – Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 (key verse: 11:29) 

July 12 – Spawn – Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (key verse: 13:23) 

July 19 – Shine – Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (key verse: 13:43) 

July 26 – Unveil – Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 (key verse: 13:52) 

 

(All links will be available on our website, stpaulsodessa.org and Facebook site, St. 

Paul’s UMC Odessa – Zoom invitations and passwords will be sent via email) 

Join us each Wednesday for noon prayer, via Zoom 

The Scott’s host a weekly Wednesday evening (6:30)  

Bible Study on Mark (Zoom) 

 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer group Thursday afternoons at 1 PM  

(please contact Carole or the church office for a Zoom invitation)  

 

Next Sunday, July 12 

Livestream Worship at 8:30 am (YouTube) 

 

ALL WEEKLY AND SPECIAL IN-PERSON GATHERINGS HAVE BEEN 

POSTPONED AND THE OFFICE IS CLOSED DURING THE 

QUARANTINE. 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF ARE WORKING REMOTELY AND CAN BE 

CONTACTED USING THE FOLLOWING EMAIL ADDRESSES AND 

PHONE NUMBERS OR MAIL 

 
Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   

pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Alice Mullins, Admin. Assist. 

     & Treasurer      

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coord.    

familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 598-8768 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     

duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Amy Brown, Music Director   

amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 253 – Odessa, Delaware 19730 
 



Yellow Hat – Yesprin, our El Ayudante Child 

El Ayudante serves twenty-nine at-risk children and their families in León. Our Hogar 

Christiano Nicaraguense (HCN) or Nicaraguan Christian Home provides spiritual 

formation, housing, proper medical care, nutrition and excellent education. By going 

deep with these children and giving them tools they need to succeed, we hope to bring 

change to Nicaragua one child and one family at a time. But headway is only made with 

the prayer and support from people like you. Thank you! 

Welcome Parade for Pastor Kevin 

This Sunday, July 5th, we will welcome Pastor Kevin Benjamin in a virtual Celebration 

for an Appointment during the 8:30 Sunday Service followed by an in-person Welcome 

Car Motorcade at 10:45 AM. As always, we know that our St. Paul’s Family will give 

Pastor Kevin and his family a warm and joyous welcome with arms open wide. 

• We will gather at the Park and Ride which is across from Wawa on Rt. 299. 

• Gathering time will be 10:15 to 10:45; the parade will begin at 10:45. 

• Please follow the directions of the traffic directors for lining up and exiting the 

lot. 

• The parade of cars will proceed from the “Park and Ride” lot toward the church 

on Rt. 299. The traffic light will help us exit the “Park and Ride” lot.  

• Pastor Kevin will be in the driveway of St. Paul’s. 

• We encourage you to honk, wave, display signs or banners on your car BUT do 

not stop to talk with Kevin or get out of your car.  Safety is important.  

In this unusual time, we have learned that so much is possible. God continues to remind 

us who He is and how much we have yet to learn through His teachings. We have paths 

to take leading to roads of service in His name under the leadership of Pastor Kevin. Our 

steps will continue to make a difference. 

*Remember to send cards and messages of welcome to Pastor Kevin through the mail or 

email. Pastor Kevin’s home address is: 6 Westbury Drive, New Castle, DE 19720 & his 

email address is: Pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org 

Our welcome for Pastor Kevin has taken the efforts of many and we wish to acknowledge 

them for their willingness to participate. A big thank you is extended to Nancee Bleistine, 

Natalie Reitzes, Kendall Reitzes, Janet and Charlii Miller, Paul Loder, The Schrum 

Family, Carole Harmon, Cedrick Reeves, Rick Pulling, Will Apps, Zach Pompeo, Izzy 

Holland, Ellie and Dick Leuliette, Courtney Martin, Josh Reitzes, Steve Johnson and 

Cathy Blanco. Thank you to Pastor Bo Gordy-Stith who worked closely with the 

technical team to produce the video, An Order for the Celebration of an Appointment. 

Thank you to Amy Brown who provided the musical accompaniment. Also, a big thank 

you to everyone who comes to participate in the Motorcade of Welcome.  

The Upper Room 

We want to continue to support churches and subscribers during this time of pandemic 

when distribution of the devotional guide can be more difficult. Here is the link to access 

a PDF copy of The Upper Room for the July/August issue: 

https://www.upperroom.org/standingorderchurches. This is a private page for subscribers 

only, so please do not share the web link with others. You are free to share the PDF you 

download with whomever you wish. We are with you as you discern new ways to serve 

those who turn to you for spiritual formation. The Upper Room Team 



Family Life Ministries   

Mark your calendar!! 2020 VBS is in the works! We are planning a virtual trip...To Mars 

and Beyond! Join us to Go Beyond.... each week with Faith, Boldness, Kindness, 

Thankfulness, and Hope! 

We will gather online, weekly, on Wednesdays July 15, 22, 29 August 5 and 12 to 

explore Gods love and power. The format will be set up so if Wednesday’s are not 

convenient the content will be up and available throughout the summer following July 15. 

We have a fabulous, excited group of leaders working on making this a virtual VBS year 

to remember! Look for Bible stories presented in a variety of formats (some local actors, 

maybe a puppet and animations), music videos with song and dance facilitated by 

Kendall Reitzes, into the galaxy crafts led by a variety of St. Paul’s kids and of course 

weekly science experiments starring Mr. McNelis!  

There will be materials and craft bags for pick up at St. Paul’s (dates for pick up to be 

announced) so everyone will have what they need to participate in the experience.  

Registration will be up on St. Paul’s website and Facebook or you can call the church 

office. We will just need your child’s name, age, an email contact and phone number.  

Early registration is encouraged so we can order enough materials for everyone.  This is 

shaping up to be an out of this world experience!! If you are interested in helping please 

let Alice Mullins or Vicki Spence know.  

Vector VBS Verse: Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that could ask or 

imagine by His power at work within us!  Ephesians 3:20 

Peace and blessings. Be well, Vicki Spence 

We are pulling resources to help children, youth and families cope with things going on 

in our world from racism to health and safety in our evolving normal. We will be posting 

them on the St. Paul’s FB page and the website. Please choose ones that interest you and 

give feedback. If you find other helpful resources let us know so they can be shared. 

Also, if anyone is interested in reading stories and posting online or offering a game or 

craft contact Vicki.  

Calling All Youth!!!! 

Calling all youth and adult chaperones to help our elderly neighbors and veterans at 

Victory Village in Port Penn. We're looking for 2-3 adults and 4-5 youth. We will be 

doing various types of yardwork. 

5 Tuesday dates: 

4 mornings 9 -12 

July 14 Jeanne Buckworth (Dawn Buckworth + Charlotte Miller) 

July 21 Victory Village (Steve Johnson + friend) 

August 4 Dave Pearl tentative (Charlotte Miller) 

August 11 Victory Village 

1 evening 5:30 - 8:30 

July 28 Jeanne Hatton 

(Charlotte Miller, Sherry Eierman + Dawn Buckworth) 

I'd also like to request water and snacks for our youth mission. Please let me know what 

dates you can help out. Email dawn.buckworth@verizon.net or Text (302)753-4020. 

Thanks to all our volunteers, Dawn Buckworth 

 



UMM “Staying on Par with God”– Golf Outing 

Our next outing is scheduled for Tuesday, July 7 at Odessa National with 9 AM Tee 

Start! At present time regulations are pretty much the same in regards to mask, distance, 

etc., while the Grill is open for lunches! Please let me know your intentions by Sunday, 

July 5 as I have four T times reserved. I will be sending a follow up email with teams, T 

times, and any changes at the golf course. Thanks for your considerations and looking 

forward to another great morning of Fellowship! God Bless, Paul Loder 

PFLAG Meeting                                                 

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursdays of each month, presently via 

Zoom. Please join us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread 

the word to all corners of our Communities. Please contact Mark Holden at 

Mark@maholden.com or call 802-279-8100. Mark Holden 

MOT Senior Center 

MOT Senior Center is accepting items between 8 AM-Noon Tuesday-Thursday. There is 

a box out front to put items in if they are not there. They are in need of the 

following: Spaghetti sauce, canned fruit and vegetables, snack size snacks, 

individual juices, peanut butter, jelly, magazines, word find books, side dishes, cereal, or 

gift cards to Food Lion for $10.00 each.  

Our Daily Bread Donations 

We will be having another food donation drop off, this time for Our Daily Bread, on 

Sunday, July 19th from Noon–1 PM and also collecting donations for our yellow hat. 

Check donations for the yellow hat can be made payable to St. Paul’s UMC. Thank you! 

• fruit/applesauce cups 

• fresh fruit (apples, bananas, oranges) 

• desserts (store bought) 

• juice bags/bottles of juice 

• bottled water or other beverages (apple juice, lemonade, etc.) 

• Non-perishables - PB&J, canned veggies, soup, mac &cheese, canned fruits, pasta 

& sauce, canned chicken & tuna, etc. 


