
 

 

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter – Theme: The Wedding 

April 25, 2021 – 8:30 AM VIRTUAL WORSHIP  

with ASL Interpretation 

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

Prelude:  Morning Has Broken                    Amy Brown  
                  Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator    

WELCOME                                                  Rev. Kevin Benjamin   

CALL TO WORSHIP                                Mary Ingram 

Welcome St. Paul’s Family. We are gathered here today before God to 

honor the joining together of Christ and his church.  In case you have 

forgotten, we are the church. And Jesus, the Good Bridegroom is 

preparing us for the long night of enduring. We, therefore, must fill our 

lamps for active waiting and trusting. We must light the fire when the 

time is right to respond to our call. We must reveal our true readiness. 

So all may prepare. So none may be lost. 

OPENING HYMN:  Standing on the Promises      Duane Dillard                   

   Nancee Bleistine, Beth O’Grady & Frank Whittington 

Verse 1: Standing on the promises of Christ my King, through 

eternal ages let his praises ring; glory in the highest, I will shout and 

sing, standing on the promises of God. 

Refrain: Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my 

Savior; standing, standing, I'm standing on the promises of God. 

Verse 2: Standing on the promises that cannot fail, when the 

howling storms of doubt and fear assail, by the living Word of God I 

shall prevail, standing on the promises of God. 

Refrain: Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my 

Savior; standing, standing, I'm standing on the promises of God. 

Verse 3: Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, bound to him 

eternally by love's strong cord, overcoming daily with the Spirit's 

sword, standing on the promises of God.  



Refrain: Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my 

Savior; standing, standing, I'm standing on the promises of God. 

Verse 4: Standing on the promises I cannot fall, listening every 

moment to the Spirit's call, resting in my Savior as my all in all, 

standing on the promises of God.  

Refrain: Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my 

Savior; standing, standing, I'm standing on the promises of God. 

OPENING PRAYER                                           Mary Ingram   

Your love has brought us together, O Lord, and it is your love that 

sustains us through each day. We pray that you would keep us faithful. 

Even as we watch for signs of your kingdom, strengthen us to work with 

you to bring about, here and now, your reign on earth. Give us the 

courage to witness to your presence in the world, today, tomorrow, and 

into the future. We pray in the name of the One who comes, Christ our 

Savior. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S TIME:  I Thank You Jesus  

I thank You, Jesus. I thank You, Jesus. I thank You, Jesus, I thank 

You Lord, oh, You’ve brought me from a mighty, a mighty long 

way, a mighty long way. I thank You, Jesus, I thank You, Jesus, I 

thank You, Jesus, I thank You Lord; oh, You’ve brought me from a 

mighty, a mighty long way, a mighty long way. 

Brenda Shaffer shares a blessing with our children!     

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH             Nancee Bleistine 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from 

the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Universal 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Gloria Patria                ASL Community 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, amen. 

GOSPEL SCRIPTURE   Matthew 25:1-13         Mary Ingram, Liturgist 



“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took 

their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 

foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not 

take any oil with them. The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along 

with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they 

all became drowsy and fell asleep. 

“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to 

meet him!’ 

“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones 

said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 

“‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. In-

stead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 

“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom ar-

rived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding ban-

quet. And the door was shut. 

“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for 

us!’ 

“But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

One: May this story inspire us all   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

HYMN OF PREPARATION:  He Leadeth Me              Duane Dillard                   

Verse 1: He leadeth me: O blessed thought! O words with heavenly 

comfort fraught! Whate'er I do, where'er I be, still 'tis God's hand 

that leadeth me. 

Refrain: He leadeth me, he leadeth me, by his own hand he leadeth 

me; his faithful follower I would be, 

for by his hand he leadeth me. 

Verse 2: Sometimes mid scenes of deepest gloom, sometimes where 

Eden's bowers bloom, 

by waters still, o'er troubled sea, still 'tis his hand that leadeth me. 

[Refrain] 

Verse 3: Lord, I would place my hand in thine, nor ever murmur 

nor repine; 

content, whatever lot I see, since 'tis my God that leadeth me. 

[Refrain] 



Verse 4: And when my task on earth is done, when by thy grace the 

victory's won, e'en death's cold wave I will not flee, since God 

through Jordan leadeth me. [Refrain] 

THE MESSAGE:     The Wedding    Rev. Kevin Benjamin       

CHURCH COMMUNITY INTERVIEW             Carole Harmon                                                                                 

WE GIVE THANKS 

INVITATION TO THE WAY OF CHRIST:  Family Prayer Song                                                                           

Come and fill our homes With Your presence, You alone are worthy 

of our reverence. As for me and my house, We will serve the Lord, 

As for me and my house, We will serve the Lord, As for me and my 

house, We will serve the Lord, We will serve the Lord. 

Lord, we vow to live holy, Bowing our knees to You only. As for me 

and my house, We will serve the Lord, As for me and my house, We 

will serve the Lord, As for me and my house, We will serve the 

Lord, We will serve the Lord. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER             Nancee Bleistine 

We dedicate these gifts to you, Generous God, even as we dedicate our 

lives to you. Keep us true to our promise, that we may witness to you 

with all that we are and all that we do. Amen. 

THE OFFERING  

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving   

Today’s YELLOW HAT mission offering supports Native American 

Sunday. 

Offertory:  Sweet Hour of Prayer           Amy Brown  

PASTORAL PRAYER                               Nancee Bleistine 

Lord of Dawn and Darkness, how grateful we are for your loving 

mercies. You saw our fear and doubt, our suspicion, our mistrust, and 

you banished them from our lives, replacing them with hope, peace, 

love, and joy. You called us to be your witnesses, to all the world, 

unafraid of what others might think or say about us. We have been 

invited out of our darkened hideaways, into the light of your world as 

emissaries of hope and justice, peace and compassion. Be with us, as we 

participate in ministries of healing and hope through this church, in our 

community, region, nation, and world. Give us courage and strength to 

be your disciples in all the circumstances of our lives; for we ask this in 

Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER               Nancee Bleistine 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed by thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, thy will done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, But deliver us from evil, For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER MEDITATION SONG:  O How I Love Jesus 

              Duane Dillard 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                  Mary Ingram 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole 

heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your 

will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we 

have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the 

needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION                              Rev. Kevin Benjamin  

PRAYER OF SALVATION  

Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your 

forgiveness. I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I 

turn from my sins and invite You to come into my heart and life. I 

want to trust and follow You as my Lord and Savior. 

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

SENDING FORTH    

SENDING HYMN:  I Have Decided to Follow Jesus     Duane Dillard   

                              Nancee Bleistine, Beth O’Grady & Frank Whittington 

Verse 1: I have decided to follow Jesus; I have decided to follow 

Jesus; I have decided to follow Jesus; no turning back, no turning 

back. 

Verse 2: Though none go with me, I still will follow; though none go 

with me, I still will follow; though none go with me, I still will 

follow; no turning back, no turning back. 

Verse 3: The world behind me, the cross before me; the world 

behind me, the cross before me, the world behind me, the cross 

before me; no turning back, no turning back. 

BENEDICTION                       Nancee Bleistine 

Go out to stay awake! Go out to keep alert and be ready! We do not 



know the day or the hour, but we do know that God goes with us at all 

hours, on all days. Go with the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit. We go to witness and serve! Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & POSTLUDE: Ode to Joy        Amy Brown 
 

Adult Studies every Sunday morning at 10am-will be same Zoom info every week: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278646?pwd=WHpXWElzejUwRkhrNXpIQUlvUUpZQT09 

Meeting ID: 899 4327 8646  Passcode: odessa 

(All links will be available on our website, stpaulsodessa.org and Facebook site,  

St. Paul’s UMC Odessa – Zoom invitations and passwords will be sent via email) 

The Scott’s host weekly Wednesday evening Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30pm  

with the same Zoom info every week: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88240507907?pwd=YWdzeXUyWHpIUWl3dXVCeGJaUXl4dz09 

Meeting ID: 882 4050 7907       Passcode: nest 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer circle, Thursday mornings at 10 AM.  

(Please contact Carole or the church office if you have prayer requests  

or would like a Zoom invitation to join the group.) 

Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Alice Mullins, Admin/Treasurer   stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Amy Brown, Music Director   amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist    duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Ryan Scott, Family Life Coord.         ryanalanscott@gmail.com  (857) 544-3954 

The St. Paul’s UMC Task Force has been hard at work. The following plans have been voted 

on and were approved at the recent April 20th meeting. St. Paul’s UMC will resume in-person 

worship on Sunday, May 2, 2021 for an 8:30-9:30 AM worship experience. Reservations will 

not be necessary. The fire department has approved the plans and occupancy for the St. Paul’s 

Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. Seating has been marked and designated. This service will be 

livestreamed and will be made available via internet on the church website, Facebook, and 

YouTube. The church will be cleaned after each service. 

The outside 4:00-4:45 PM Grove service will resume on Sunday, June 6, 2021. This service will 

include music, a message and communion. 

The Saturday historical prayer walk will resume on Saturday, May 1, 2021 at 9 AM. Each 

walk will include a tour of a historical landmark or building. 

The regular 8:30 AM (with praise team) and 11:00 AM (with choir) worship experience will 

tentatively resume on Sunday, September 5, 2021. 

 

Finance 

2021 Stewardship: Growing in Generosity, Rooted in Faith 

78 Pledges – Total amount of financial pledges: $172,682 

Total amount of financial pledges for Capital Campaign (Growth & Expansion): $5,650 

Family Life Ministries – Virtual Sunday School 

Children's Zoom Sunday School meets together virtually each week at 11:30 AM to read a bible 

story and check in. It's a great chance for your kids to interact safely and keep the rhythms of Sunday 

School. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278646?pwd=WHpXWElzejUwRkhrNXpIQUlvUUpZQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88240507907?pwd=YWdzeXUyWHpIUWl3dXVCeGJaUXl4dz09


Topic: St. Paul's Children's Sunday School 

Time: 11:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89558010844?pwd=MmxySWJ5ZkNnR09WdXlxc01NankzUT09 

Meeting ID: 895 5801 0844       Passcode: kids 

St. Paul’s UMM Bible Study 

The St. Paul's UMM Bible Study continues weekly from Monday, April 26 until Monday, May 10 

from 9 AM to 10 AM! Weather permitting, we will gather at the outside Sanctuary (bring a chair), 

otherwise we will gather inside the church Sanctuary following proper protocol, masks, safe 

distance, etc. Hap Bonham will facilitate for us again. Any Questions contact Paul 

paulrloder@aol.com   302-229-0046 

Deep Roots Mission 

Nadine Johnson & Karen Ellis have started a new mission with our church called, “Deep Roots.” 

This group works with families who are disconnected through homelessness and provides 

transitional shelter and other services to families in need. They need your help as they continue to 

contact members of the church to help with making meals once a month feeding approximately 50+ 

individuals. Here’s hoping you will be able to help us with this very important and necessary 

mission. Thanks so much! 

Love Thy Neighbor Fund 

Our "Love Thy Neighbor Fund" was created to help those in need in the MOT community. This fund 

may support a time in someone's life when he/she may need a little kindness and generosity to help 

endure and survive a challenging situation. To those needing assistance, the pastor will use his 

discretion in sharing monetary resources. If you are able to donate to the Love Thy Neighbor Fund, 

please make checks payable to St. Paul's UMC and then write in the memo area it is for "Love Thy 

Neighbor Fund.” Please note, this fund is SEPARATE from the Yellow Hat. 

Thank you, Love Thy Neighbor Committee  

PFLAG Meeting                                           

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursdays of each month, presently via Zoom. Please join 

us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word to all corners of our 

Communities. We are currently working on a system which will help youth who have been rejected 

by their parents, find families who will help them. Please contact Mark@maholden.com or call 802-

279-8100. 

JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to the website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to 

complete a prayer request. Please email the office when someone can be taken OFF the list. If you or 

a loved one needs a pastoral visit, please call the church office to schedule. 

Cards may be sent to Gene Manlove at: 19841 W. 95th Place, Arvada, CO 80007. He recently 

moved from Odessa Heights to Colorado to live with his daughter. 

Prayers for: The family of Ginny Guessford, on the loss of our beloved Ginny; The family of 

Jeanne Hatton, on the loss of our beloved Jeanne; Linda Smith; Joe Stemmle; Jerrod Bolline; Sue 

Holden’s sister, Betsey Snipes; Billy Bush; Faye & Bill Byer and their granddaughter Lauren; Judy; 

Cindy; Dana Atwell; Bill Smith; Hanna Holland; Kathy Golden; Matt Latocha; Carol Myers; Darryl 

Dillard; Beth 

Birthdays: April 25-Doris Uhde, Jerry Blanco; April 26-Joe Chas, Kaleigh Kennedy; April 30-Will 

Apps, Paul Loder 

Anniversaries: April 26-Gary & Marilyn Jones; April 27-Rob & Ann Baker; May 1-Mike & Cindra 

Holland 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89558010844?pwd=MmxySWJ5ZkNnR09WdXlxc01NankzUT09
mailto:paulrloder@aol.com
http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/


Deaf Outreach, Inc. 

The mission of Deaf Outreach, Inc. is threefold: to provide residents of central Delaware who are 

Deaf or Hard of Hearing with a comprehensive access point to resources and services that foster 

Education, Access, and Self Advocacy 

Dear Friends at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, First,  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support of the mission of Deaf 

Outreach, Inc. As a non-profit made-up of volunteers that depends upon donations for our 

funding, we appreciate the community support you have provided to allow us to continue our 

mission. We are also thankful for the open minds and open hearts of the congregation at St. 

Paul’s UMC in providing for accessible worship on a weekly basis, and for presenting a 

completely silent, signed service. This service speaks to the need for awareness of the Deaf and 

hard of hearing community and the experiences of members who are Deaf or hard of hearing as 

they encounter worship. We cannot thank you enough for your continued support as we work to 

serve the residents of Central Delaware who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing.  

Gail S. Garner, Steering Committee Chair 

c/o 11939 Blanchard Road*Greenwood, DE 19950-4409  

Deaf.Outreach16@gmail.com 302-827-3323 www.facebook.com/DeafOutreachInc 

 

Middletown Family YMCA Golf Benefit - Monday, May 3, 2021 at Back Creek Golf Club 

Sign Up Today: https://donate.ymcade.org/event/2021-middletown-family-ymca-golf-

tournament/e329225  

Fees: Foursome: $500 / Individual Golfer: $150 / Dinner Guest: $40  

Included: Range, Lunch, Green Fees, Golf Cart, Souvenir Gift, Awards, and Dinner  

Super Ticket: $40 /Golf Ball Drop: $5   

Location: Back Creek Golf Club (101 Back Creek drive, Middletown, DE)  

Schedule: (Scramble Format) / Registration & Lunch: 10:00 a.m. / Shotgun Start: 11:00 a.m.  

Awards, Dinner, and Auction Immediately Following Golf  

Benefits 

With the support of our donors, we are able to offer programs that close the achievement gap for 

minority and low-income youth, deliver potentially life-saving swim lessons, prevent the onset of 

type 2 diabetes, help families in need of childcare, and offer programs like LIVESTRONG at the 

YMCA that help cancer survivors. Our donors enable us to serve those in our community who need 

us the most through targeted programming and our Financial Assistance program, which enables 

low-income families to attend the YMCA regardless of their ability to pay. 

 

https://donate.ymcade.org/event/2021-middletown-family-ymca-golf-tournament/e329225
https://donate.ymcade.org/event/2021-middletown-family-ymca-golf-tournament/e329225

