
   
 

 

 

 

Tenth Sunday After Pentecost – Theme: Fulfillment 
August 1, 2021 – 8:30 AM with ASL Interpretation  

and Virtual Worship 

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

* Indicates please stand in body or in spirit 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

Prelude                               Duane Dillard  
                  Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator    

WELCOME                                                  Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                          Brian McNelis      

L: The Bread of Life has come among us. 

P: What is this Bread of Life? 

L: It is none other than Jesus Christ, God’s beloved Son! 

P: We hunger for the true bread that will nourish our souls. 

L: Come, then, to Christ who feeds us with his very life! 

P: We come, needing sustenance and nurturing. AMEN.  

*OPENING HYMN: My Life Is in You        Duane Dillard 

My life is in You Lord, My strength is in You Lord 

My hope is in You Lord In You it's in You. 

My life is in You Lord, My strength is in You Lord 

My hope is in You Lord In You it's in You. 

I will praise You With all of my life 

I will praise You With all of my strength 

With all of my life With all of my strength 

All of my hope is in You. 

I Sing Praises to Your Name 

I sing praises to Your name O Lord, Praises to Your name O Lord, 

For Your name is great And greatly to be praised. 



I sing praises to Your name O Lord, Praises to Your name O Lord, 

For Your name is great And greatly to be praised. 

I give glory to Your name O Lord, Glory to Your name O Lord, 

For Your name is great And greatly to be praised. 

I give glory to Your name O Lord, Glory to Your name O Lord, 

For Your name is great And greatly to be praised. 

OPENING PRAYER                                             Brian McNelis 

Along life’s pathways, we search continually for signs to point us in 

positive directions. Christ has given us a sign which points us to 

healing and hope: that is the sign of the Bread of Life. No more shall 

we hunger and thirst after the things which cannot sustain us. Now 

we have been fed and nourished by Christ! Open our hearts in 

gratitude, Lord, for all the wondrous things you have done for us. 

Open our Spirits to hear your words of hope for us today. AMEN. 

CHILDREN’S TIME:  Awesome God  

Our God is an awesome God, He reigns from heaven above,  

with wisdom, power and love, our God is an awesome God. 

Brian McNelis shares a blessing with our children!     

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Brian McNelis    

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from 

the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Universal 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Gloria Patri                 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it 

was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION: Come and Find the Quiet Center v.1 

Come and find the quiet center, come and find the quiet center 

in the crowded life we lead, find the room for hope to enter, 

find the frame where we are freed: clear the chaos and the clutter, 



clear our eyes that we can see all the things that really matter, 

be at peace, and simply be.  

*GOSPEL READING:  John 6:24-35                Brian McNelis, 

Liturgist 

So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, 

they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for 

Jesus. 

When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, 

“Rabbi, when did you come here?” Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I 

tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because 

you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, 

but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will 

give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” Then 

they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of 

God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe 

in him whom he has sent.” So they said to him, “What sign are you 

going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work 

are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it 

is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” Then Jesus said to 

them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread 

from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from 

heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven 

and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 

always.” 

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 

never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

One: May this story inspire us all.   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia Glory to God! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

Glory to God! For the Lord Most High is worthy of glory and 

praise. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia Glory to God! Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia Glory to God!  

*HYMN OF PREPARATION: The Church’s One Foundation  

                    Duane Dillard 

The Church's one foundation Is Jesus Christ her Lord 

She is His new creation By water and the Word 



From heav'n He came and sought her To be His holy bride 

With His own blood He bought her And for her life He died. 

Elect from every nation Yet one o'er all the earth  

Her charter of salvation One Lord one faith one birth 

One holy name she blesses Partakes one holy food 

And to one hope she presses With every grace endued. 

'Mid toil and tribulation And tumult of her war 

She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore 

Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest 

And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest. 

Yet she on earth hath union With God the Three in One 

And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won 

O happy ones and holy Lord give us grace that we 

Like them the meek and lowly On high may dwell with Thee. 

Though with a scornful wonder Men see her sore oppressed 

By schisms rent asunder By heresies distressed 

Yet saints their watch are keeping Their cry goes up how long 

And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song.      

THE MESSAGE:  Fulfillment     Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

PRAYER OF SALVATION  

Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your 

forgiveness. I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I 

turn from my sins and invite You to come into my heart and life. I 

want to trust and follow You as my Lord and Savior. 

WE GIVE THANKS 

INVITATION TO THE WAY OF CHRIST:  I am Available to You         

                              Duane Dillard   
You gave me my hands to reach out to man. To show him Your love 

and Your perfect plan. You gave me my ears, I can hear Your voice 

so clear. I can hear the cries of sinners But can I wipe away their 

tears? 

You gave me my voice to speak Your Word. To sing all Your praises 

to those who never heard. But with my eyes I see a need for more 

availability. I've seen the hearts that have been broken So many 

people to be free. 

 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/perfect
https://www.definitions.net/definition/voice
https://www.definitions.net/definition/cries
https://www.definitions.net/definition/their
https://www.definitions.net/definition/voice
https://www.definitions.net/definition/speak
https://www.definitions.net/definition/praises
https://www.definitions.net/definition/those
https://www.definitions.net/definition/never
https://www.definitions.net/definition/hearts
https://www.definitions.net/definition/people


 

Lord, I'm available to You. My will I give to You. I'll do what You say 

do. Use me Lord to show someone the way and enable me to say My 

storage is empty and I am available to You. 
OFFERTORY PRAYER      Rev. Kevin Benjamin       

Generous, merciful God, you invite us to the heavenly feast, promising 

to fill us with every good thing. Bless these ordinary gifts of bread and 

fruit of the vine, that we may be kneaded and pressed into one holy, 

living body, in the name of Christ, who lived and died and rose again. 

Amen. 

THE OFFERING  

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving   

Today’s Yellow Hat mission offering supports El Ayudante Child, 

Yesprin.  

Offertory:  Blessed Quietness                 Duane Dillard      

*THE DOXOLOGY:  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures 

here below: Praise Him, above ye heavenly host! Praise Father, Son 

& Holy Ghost. Amen! 

PASTORAL PRAYER    Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

It is easy for us to go through the motions of spirituality. We want to say 

the "right" prayers and think that we have found the magical key to 

make holiness appear in our lives. But we are empty, Lord. We hunger 

and thirst for something that will sustain us through all the times of our 

lives. We chase after things that will disappoint and hurt and look past 

the very thing that will heal and cleanse our lives. Christ is your Bread 

of Life, the Manna from Heaven, which was and is sent to feed and 

sustain us in all the wildernesses through which we travel. Help us to 

stop running after the glitz and glitter, the easy wealth; help us to look 

truly for the one who will quench our thirst and nourish our souls. As we 

have lifted-up names of people and situations which lay heavy on our 

hearts today that need your healing touch, help us to remember that we 

stand continually in need of your healing mercy. Bring us to you, with 

open and repentant hearts, for your loving care. As we receive the 

wondrous gift of bread and wine, may we truly be reminded that Christ 

nurtures and feeds us with his own life. When we have been nourished, 

may we go from this place in renewed commitment to serve you, O God, 

with our very lives. AMEN. 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/available
https://www.definitions.net/definition/someone
https://www.definitions.net/definition/enable
https://www.definitions.net/definition/storage
https://www.definitions.net/definition/empty
https://www.definitions.net/definition/available


THE LORD’S PRAYER      

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                            Rev. Kevin Benjamin                 

Tender, loving God, have mercy on us. We have been greedy, grasping 

for what is not ours even though we have enough. We have forgotten 

your promise: that you will fill us with the bread of life. Like the crowd 

that followed Jesus to Capernaum, yet did not understand what he had 

given them, we seek bread for our bodies more than we seek the bread of 

heaven. Forget our sins, take away our guilt. Purge us with hyssop, and 

we shall be clean. Tender, loving God, have mercy on us.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

One: The Lord be with you 

All: And also with you 

One: Lift up your hearts 

All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

One: …And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 

heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest!  

One: …And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 

Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, as a holy and 

living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim 

the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!  

One: All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. Amen. Amen.  

HOLY COMMUNION                              Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

                                              Leadership, Communion Servants 

Pastor Kevin: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on 

these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood 

of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 

his blood.    



Reader 1: On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took 

bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and 

said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me." Please take your wafer and commune along with 

me.    

Reader 2: When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to 

you, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is 

my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

me." Please take your juice and commune along with me.    

Reader 1 & 2: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in 

which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the 

world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the 

name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

Pastor Kevin: Go forth in peace. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. Amen.  

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

*SENDING HYMN: I Have Decided to Follow Jesus        Duane Dillard  

I have decided to follow Jesus; I have decided to follow Jesus; 

I have decided to follow Jesus; No turning back no turning back. 

The world behind me the cross before me; The world behind me the 

cross before me; The world behind me the cross before me; 

No turning back no turning back. 

Though none go with me still I will follow; Though none go with me 

still I will follow; Though none go with me still I will follow; 

No turning back no turning back. 

BENEDICTION         Rev. Kevin Benjamin      

The Bread of Life has called and fed you. Now go forth into God’s 

world to nourish others, bring God’s love, hope and peace. AMEN. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & POSTLUDE                Duane Dillard        
 

Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Alice Mullins, Admin./Treasurer   stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Amy Brown, Music Director   amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist    duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Ryan Scott, Family Life Coord.         ryanalanscott@gmail.com  (857) 544-3954 



Office Hours through the Summer will be Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 

 from 9AM – 2 PM 

St. Paul’s continues in-person worship each Sunday from 8:30-9:30 AM. The second service at 11 

AM will resume in September. The service will be livestreamed and made available via internet on 

the church website, Facebook, and YouTube. 

The Saturday 9 AM historical prayer walk and outside 4 PM Grove service are postponed until 

September. 

The regular 8:30 AM (with praise team) and 11 AM (with choir) worship experience will resume on 

Sunday, September 5, 2021. 

At the present time, it is the Church’s decision that masks be worn inside the church for in-

person worship services for the protection of vulnerable congregants. 

 

St. Paul's UMC Leadership Team is requesting everyone's feedback as we continue to 

navigate through the Covid pandemic. We are contemplating changes to the mask wearing 

requirements. Therefore, a short survey will be emailed to the congregation soon! 

 

Upcoming Yellow Hat Schedule 

August 8 – Deep Roots 

August 15 – Neighborhood House 

August 22 – Habitat for Humanity 

August 29 – Juvenile Diabetes 

Prayer Group Ministry 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer circle, Thursday mornings at 10 AM in-person. Please contact Carole 

if you are interested in joining the group. 

St. Paul’s Church Website Page 

If you interested in helping administer our church website page, have computer skills, and possibly 

creating a new vision for the website, please contact the church office. 

Flowers for Worship 
If you are interested in honoring a loved one with flowers at the altar on a particular Sunday, we are 

asking you to contact Alicia Blackwell, from Wildflowers by Alicia to place your order. Alicia can 

be reached at (302) 593-9884. Also, please email the church office so we make sure the information 

is added in the bulletin. 

Volunteers Needed for Sunday Service 

We are in need of volunteers to assist with recording the Sunday morning virtual service. On-site 

training will be provided. You can volunteer once a month or based on your availability. Please see 

Charlii Miller or John Littell for more details.   

Youth Group 

Youth Group will be meeting in person this summer. We'll be outside in The Grove, weather 

permitting, or spaced out indoors otherwise. All young people in 6th through 12th grade are invited 

to participate. We'll have good conversation and a lot of fun. Date: August 1st at 3pm.  

Youth Confirmation 

Confirmation will be happening August 10-13, at 6pm each night. This is a chance for our young 

people to take ownership of their faith journey, ask questions, and begin to make decisions about 

what they believe. If you know of a young person ready to take this step, please contact Ryan Scott 

for more information. Formal Confirmation Sunday will be August 15th at 8:30am. 

 



Love Thy Neighbor Fund 

Our "Love Thy Neighbor Fund" was created to help those in need in the MOT community. This fund 

may support a time in someone's life when he/she may need a little kindness and generosity to help 

endure and survive a challenging situation. If you can donate, please make checks payable to St. 

Paul's UMC and then write in the memo area it is for "Love Thy Neighbor Fund.” Please note, this 

fund is SEPARATE from the Yellow Hat. Thank you, Love Thy Neighbor Committee  

UMM On Par with God Golf Outing 

Our next "Staying on Par" is scheduled for Tuesday, August 3 with 9 AM Tee Time at Odessa 

National Golf Club! Please advise your intentions for golf and lunch by Sunday, August 1st. Looking 

forward to our Fellowship and hope most of you can participate. Scripture Read—Philippians 4:6-7. 

Stay Safe...God Bless, Paul Loder 

Neighborhood House 

The Neighborhood House is once again asking us to participate in their mission to help kids 

purchase their own bookbags and supplies. They are asking for $25 Walmart gift cards since each 

card should cover the cost for 1 bookbag with supplies. Donations to St. Paul's will also be accepted. 

In the past St. Paul's has filled 50 book bags. Thanks so much for contributing to this important 

mission!  

PFLAG Meeting                                           

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursdays of each month, presently via Zoom. Please join 

us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word to all corners of our 

communities. We are currently working on a system which will help youth who have been rejected 

by their parents, find families who will help them. Please contact Mark@maholden.com or call 802-

279-8100. 

 

Family Life Coordinator Job Posting 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is seeking an individual with strong communication and 

organizational skills with a passion for children/youth, as they develop their Christian education 

and faith. This is a twenty hour a week position.  

 Preferred qualifications: 

• Experience in education 

• Child development 

• Volunteer management 

• Small event planning 

Responsibilities include: 

• Organize family-oriented activities and programs 

• Provide information and curriculum to Sunday School Team 

• Coordinate family life volunteers in programming and planning for weekly, seasonal, and 

special events 

• Monthly communication regarding programs and budgetary needs to the pastor and lead-

ership team 

Send a resume and at least two letters of recommendation to Alice Mullins, 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org by August 15, 2021. 
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JOYS & CONCERNS: If you know someone you’d like to add to our prayer list, please email the 

church office or visit the church website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete a prayer request. 

Please email the office when someone can be taken OFF the list. If you or a loved one needs a 

pastoral visit, please call or email the church office to schedule. 

Prayers for: Janice Thompson & Family, on the loss of her husband, Jerry “Crabmeat” Thompson; 

Dave Corby; Bob Collins; Rick Pulling & Family on the passing of Rick’s mother, Jacqueline 

Pulling; Edith Chas; Jerrod Bolline; Sue Holden’s sister, Betsey Snipes; Dana Atwell; Bill Smith; 

Beth; Matt & Louise Latocha; Carol Myers; Darryl Dillard; Kathy Golden 

Birthdays: August 1-John Hickey; August 2-Julie Foreman; August 4-Nolan Schrum; August 5-Joy 

Littell; August 7-Courtney Martin 

Anniversaries: August 1-George & Nancee Bleistine; August 4-Don & Linda Mueller; August 6-

Dave & Jan Corby; August 7-Ryan & Katelynn Scott 

 

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/

