
   
 

 

 

 

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost – Theme: Let’s Dance 
July 11, 2021 – 8:30 AM with ASL Interpretation  

and Virtual Worship 

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

* Indicates please stand in body or in spirit 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

Prelude:  Prelude in a Classic Style                      Amy Brown  
                  Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator    

WELCOME                                                  Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                            Cathy Blanco      

L: Come, sing and dance before the Lord. 

P: Praise God with the sound of music and dancing! 

L: Let every soul sing God’s praises! 

P: Let the mountains tremble and the seas roar! 

L: Praise the King of glory who guides our lives. 

P: Praise the Lord of hosts who watches over us. AMEN. 

*OPENING HYMN: Praise the Lord, the Almighty              Amy Brown 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near; join me in glad 

adoration! 

Praise to the Lord, who doth nourish thy life and restore thee, 

fitting thee well for the tasks that are ever before thee. Then to thy 

need God as a mother doth speed, spreading the wings of grace o’er 

thee. 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! All that hath 

life and breath, come now with praises before him! Let the amen 

sound from his people again; gladly forever adore him. 

 



OPENING PRAYER                                                    Cathy Blanco    

Creator God, in praise and adoration our spirits dance before you 

today. You have created this wondrous universe and all the 

magnificent things within it. You have blessed us with so much 

throughout our lives, even to this day of praise and thanksgiving. 

Let our spirits soar! Let our hearts sing boldly of your wondrous 

love. We celebrate your love and presence with us, and it is in the 

name of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, that we offer this 

prayer. AMEN. 

CHILDREN’S TIME:  Make Me a Servant  

Make me a servant, humble and meek, Lord, let me lift up those 

who are weak. And may the pray of my heart always be: Make me a 

servant, make a servant, make me a servant today. 

Kendall Reitzes shares a blessing with our children!     

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                   Cathy Blanco     

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from 

the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Universal 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Gloria Patri                 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it 

was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION: Come and Find the Quiet Center v.1 

Come and find the quiet center, come and find the quiet center 

in the crowded life we lead, find the room for hope to enter, 

find the frame where we are freed: clear the chaos and the clutter, 

clear our eyes that we can see all the things that really matter, 

be at peace, and simply be.  

SCRIPTURE READING:  Psalm 24              Cathy Blanco, Liturgist 

The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that 

dwell therein. 



For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy 

place? 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his 

soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 

He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the 

God of his salvation. 

This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. 

Selah. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; 

and the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty 

in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; 

and the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. 

Selah. 

One: May this story inspire us all.   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

PSALM ACCLAMATION:  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia to God! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia to 

God! For the Lord Most High is worthy of glory and praise. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia to God! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia to 

God!  

*HYMN OF PREPARATION:  As the Deer             Amy Brown  

As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you. You 

alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. You alone 

are my strength, my shield; to you alone may my spirit yield. You 

alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship you. 

THE MESSAGE: Let’s Dance      Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

PRAYER OF SALVATION  

Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your 

forgiveness. I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I 

turn from my sins and invite You to come into my heart and life. I 

want to trust and follow You as my Lord and Savior. 



WE GIVE THANKS 

INVITATION TO THE WAY OF CHRIST:   

Have Thine Own Way, Lord                    Amy Brown   

Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! 

Thou art the potter; I am the clay. Mold me and make me after thy 

will, while I am waiting, yielded and still. 

Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way! 

Hold o’er my being absolute sway. Fill with they Spirit till all shall 

see Christ only, always, living in me!        

OFFERTORY PRAYER      Rev. Kevin Benjamin       

True God, accept our gifts: gifts of our lives, our souls, and our treasure. 

Multiply and bless these gifts and consecrate them to the praise of your 

glory. Amen. 

THE OFFERING  

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving   

Today’s Yellow Hat mission offering supports the YMCA.  

Offertory: He Leadeth Me            Rev. Patti Ravilious, Piano Solo 

*THE DOXOLOGY:  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures 

here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts! Praise the spirt, Holy 

Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

PASTORAL PRAYER    Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

Lord of the dance of life, you have breathed into us your creative, joyful 

Spirit. You have lifted us from the dust into the swirling joy of your 

presence. We are so grateful for all that you have done for us. Each day 

reminds us in many ways of your mercy and your love. Yet there are 

times in our lives when we have felt lost and alone. We have been hurt 

and frightened and wondered where you were. Remind us again of your 

loving presence. Place your hands of healing on our lives. Comfort us 

when we become afraid, lost, lonely, and fearful. Prepare us to serve you 

faithfully all our days. As we have lifted the name of dear ones to you 

who are in need of your healing love, cause us to reflect on our needs for 

your love and our response in dedicated service to you. Be with us now, 

in this time and place, and in all the places and times of our lives. For it 

is in Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

One: The Lord be with you 

All: And also with you 

One: Lift up your hearts 

All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

One: …And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 

heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest!  

One: …And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 

Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, as a holy and 

living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim 

the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!  

One: All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. Amen. Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER      

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                            Rev. Kevin Benjamin                 

Holy God, as we come into the presence of your divine holiness, we 

confess our many shortcomings. Our hands are not clean; our actions do 

not glorify you; Our hearts are not pure; our motivations do not glorify 

you; Our words are not true; our deceitfulness does not glorify you; Our 

allegiance is fickle; our idolatry does not glorify you. By your mercy, O 

God, give us hands that are clean, hearts that are pure, tongues that are 

true, and souls that worship you alone, that our whole lives may glorify 

you. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION                              Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

                                              Leadership, Communion Servants 

Pastor Kevin: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on 

these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood 

of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 

his blood.    



Reader 1: On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took 

bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and 

said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me." Please take your wafer and commune along with 

me.    

Reader 2: When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to 

you, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is 

my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

me." Please take your juice and commune along with me.    

Reader 1 & 2: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in 

which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the 

world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the 

name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

Pastor Kevin: Go forth in peace. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. Amen.  

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

*SENDING HYMN:  Blessed Assurance                  Amy Brown  

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his 

blood. 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior, all the day long; 

this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on 

my sight; angels descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, 

whispers of love. (Refrain) 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in 

his love. (Refrain) 

BENEDICTION         Rev. Kevin Benjamin      

God’s love for you is real and alive in your hearts today. Go in peace, 

knowing that the Lord of Love and Life is with you. Bring God’s peace 

to all you meet, this day and all your days. AMEN. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & POSTLUDE:  Paen             Amy Brown        
 



Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Alice Mullins, Admin./Treasurer   stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Amy Brown, Music Director   amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist    duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Ryan Scott, Family Life Coord.         ryanalanscott@gmail.com  (857) 544-3954 

Office Hours through the Summer will be Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 

 from 9AM – 2 PM 

St. Paul’s continues in-person worship each Sunday from 8:30-9:30 AM. The second service at 11 

AM will resume in September. The service will be livestreamed and made available via internet on 

the church website, Facebook, and YouTube. 

The Saturday historical prayer walk continues each Saturday at 9 AM. Each walk includes a tour of a 

historical landmark or building. This Saturday we will tour the Corbitt Calloway Library. 

The outside 4:00-4:45 PM Grove service continues each Sunday until the Fall. This service includes 

music, a message and communion. This Sunday’s outdoor Grove service is cancelled due to the heat 

and humidity and also the chance of rain. 

The regular 8:30 AM (with praise team) and 11:00 AM (with choir) worship experience will resume 

on Sunday, September 5, 2021. 

At the present time, it is the Church’s decision that masks be worn inside the church for in-

person worship services for the protection of vulnerable congregants. We will revisit this 

decision as new information becomes available.  

We appreciate everyone coming together to ensure a safe and healthy church environment. 

 

Jerry “Crabmeat” Thompson Obituary 

https://spicermullikin.com/jerry-crabmeat-thompson/ 

TODAY at 1 PM, there will be a virtual service commemorating and celebrating Jerry’s life which 

will be premiered on YouTube by St. Paul’s at www.stpaulsodessa.org. 

Upcoming Yellow Hat Schedule 

July 18 – Our Daily Bread 

July 25 – The Nest 

Prayer Group Ministry 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer circle, Thursday mornings at 10 AM in-person. Please contact Carole 

if you are interested in joining the group. 

Flowers for Worship 
If you are interested in honoring a loved one with flowers at the altar on a particular Sunday, we are 

asking you to contact Alicia Blackwell, from Wildflowers by Alicia to place your order. Alicia can 

be reached at (302) 593-9884. Also, please email the church office so we make sure the information 

is added in the bulletin. 

Volunteers Needed for Sunday Service 

We are in need of volunteers to assist with recording the Sunday morning virtual service. On-site 

training will be provided. You can volunteer once a month or based on your availability. Please see 

Charlii Miller or John Littell for more details.   

St. Paul’s Church Website Page 

If you interested in helping administer our church website page, have computer skills, and possibly 

creating a new vision for the website, please contact the church office. 

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/


Youth Group 

Youth Group will be meeting in person this summer. We'll be outside in The Grove, weather 

permitting, or spaced out indoors otherwise. All young people in 6th through 12th grade are invited 

to participate. We'll have good conversation and a lot of fun. Dates: July 11 and August 1st - all at 

3pm.  

Youth Confirmation 

Confirmation will be happening August 10-13, at 6pm each night. This is a chance for our young 

people to take ownership of their faith journey, ask questions, and begin to make decisions about 

what they believe. If you know of a young person ready to take this step, please contact Ryan Scott 

for more information. 

Love Thy Neighbor Fund 

Our "Love Thy Neighbor Fund" was created to help those in need in the MOT community. This fund 

may support a time in someone's life when he/she may need a little kindness and generosity to help 

endure and survive a challenging situation. If you can donate, please make checks payable to St. 

Paul's UMC and then write in the memo area it is for "Love Thy Neighbor Fund.” Please note, this 

fund is SEPARATE from the Yellow Hat. Thank you, Love Thy Neighbor Committee  

PFLAG Meeting                                           

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursdays of each month, presently via Zoom. Please join 

us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word to all corners of our 

communities. We are currently working on a system which will help youth who have been rejected 

by their parents, find families who will help them. Please contact Mark@maholden.com or call 802-

279-8100. 

Gods Power and Light company, a local theater company that some of our church 

members belong to are looking for actors/actresses, singers and extras for our 

upcoming production of Narnia. NO previous experience is needed. Also, they 

will be performing a patriotic cantata at Willey Farms on July 31. They are also 

looking for singers for it. If you have any questions about either event, call Charlotte Miller 302-

383- 7434.  

GP&L will be performing at Willey Farms, and we would like you to be a part of our program. 

Under the direction of Donna Cavender, GP&L will be presenting the Land of the Free Cantata on 

Saturday, July 31. We will be singing two times between 11:00 and 1:00 (tentative times).  Between 

the performances, you can take advantage of the various activities and browse the flea market. To 

sound our best, rehearsals will be held at St. George’s United Methodist Church at 7pm on July 15 

and July 22 with a potential rehearsal on July 29.  We need current members, past members, future 

members, and friends of GP&L to be part of the choir.  If you would like to be a part of these 

performances or have any questions, please contact Donna at donnackoala@juno.com.  

JOYS & CONCERNS: If you know someone you’d like to add to our prayer list, please email the 

church office or visit the church website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete a prayer request. 

Please email the office when someone can be taken OFF the list. If you or a loved one needs a 

pastoral visit, please call or email the church office to schedule. 

Prayers for: Elsie Everett’s Family, on the passing of our sister, Elsie; Rick Pulling & Family on 

the passing of Rick’s mother, Jacqueline Pulling 

Continued Prayers for: Ryan Scott & family on the passing of his grandfather; Doris Uhde’s 

brother, Mark Robinson; Edith Chas; Jerrod Bolline; Sue Holden’s sister, Betsey Snipes; Dana 

Atwell; Bill Smith; Kathy Golden; Matt & Louise Latocha; Carol Myers; Darryl Dillard; Beth 

Birthdays: July 13-Phil Elliott, Owen Hickey, Jack Rowley; July 15-Mike Holland; July 16-George 

Whitehead; July 17-Marjory Lloyd, Jordan Rodriguez 

mailto:donnackoala@juno.com
http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/

