
   
 

 

 

 

Nineth Sunday After Pentecost – Theme: Identity 
July 25, 2021 – 8:30 AM with ASL Interpretation  

and Virtual Worship 

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

* Indicates please stand in body or in spirit 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

Prelude:  I Adore You                                Amy Brown  
                  Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator    

WELCOME                                                  Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                           Laura Widger      

Leader: Rejoice, folks, Jesus is in our midst.  

Congregation: Feed us, Jesus, and fill us with hope.  

Leader: Be glad, friends, Jesus has bread and fish to spare.  

Congregation: Free us, Jesus, from the pursuit of food that does not 

satisfy.  

Leader: Sing for joy, people of God; God gathers up the pieces of our 

lives, that nothing may be lost.  

Congregation: Thanks be to God!  

*OPENING HYMN: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee, v. 1,2,3 & 4 

                        Amy Brown 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy 

rays, stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 



Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 

well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 

teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. (Interlude) 

Mortals, join the mighty chorus which the morning stars began; 

love divine is reigning o'er us, binding all within its span. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife; 

joyful music leads us sunward, in the triumph song of life. 

OPENING PRAYER                                              Laura Widger  

God of our hopes and dreams, we are empty, and long to be filled; 

we are hungry, and long to be fed; we are lost, and long to be found. 

Gather us into your love, and pick up the pieces of our lives, just as 

Jesus gathered up the fragments of the five loaves and two fish that 

remained after feeding the five thousand. Call us anew to eat our fill 

and to find our true nourishment in Jesus, the bread of heaven. 

Amen.  

CHILDREN’S TIME:  Jesus Loves Me  

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so; little ones to 

Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
Ryan Scott shares a blessing with our children!     

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                  Laura Widger    

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from 

the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Universal 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Gloria Patri                 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it 

was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. Amen. 

 

 



PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION: Come and Find the Quiet Center v.1 

Come and find the quiet center, come and find the quiet center 

in the crowded life we lead, find the room for hope to enter, 

find the frame where we are freed: clear the chaos and the clutter, 

clear our eyes that we can see all the things that really matter, 

be at peace, and simply be.  

GOSPEL READING:  John 6:1-21                   Laura Widger, Liturgist 

After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called 

the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, because they saw 

the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and 

sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the 

Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming 

toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these 

people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was 

going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy 

enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, 

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who 

has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 

people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great 

deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in 

all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 

distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as 

they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up 

the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered 

them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those 

who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign 

that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is 

to come into the world.” 

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force 

to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, 

and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had 

not yet come to them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was 

blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus 

walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were 

terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they 

wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the 

land toward which they were going. 



One: May this story inspire us all.   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia Glory to God! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

Glory to God! For the Lord Most High is worthy of glory and 

praise. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia Glory to God! Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia Glory to God!  

*HYMN OF PREPARATION: Open My Eyes, That I May See  

                 Amy Brown 

Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 

place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me 

free. Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear; 

and while the wavenotes fall on my ear, everything false will 

disappear. Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to 

see. Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth 

everywhere; open my heart and let me prepare love with thy 

children thus to share. Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, 

thy will to see. Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!          

THE MESSAGE:   Identity      Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

PRAYER OF SALVATION  

Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your 

forgiveness. I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I 

turn from my sins and invite You to come into my heart and life. I 

want to trust and follow You as my Lord and Savior. 

WE GIVE THANKS 

INVITATION TO THE WAY OF CHRIST:  Lead Me, Lord            

                          Amy Brown   

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness; make thy way plain 

before my face. For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord only, that makest me 

dwell in safety. 2X 

OFFERTORY PRAYER      Rev. Kevin Benjamin       

God of abundant love, in you, nothing is lost. Gather our offerings, as 

Jesus gathered up the baskets of leftover food. Gather our efforts, as 



Jesus gathered the hopes of the people who looked for a true king. 

Gather our service, as Jesus gathered people to God’s heavenly banquet. 

Bless the offerings we have gathered, that nothing may be lost. Amen.  

THE OFFERING  

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving   

Today’s Yellow Hat mission offering supports The Nest.  

Offertory:  To God Be the Glory         Margaret Sharpe, Vocal      

*THE DOXOLOGY:  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures 

here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts! Praise the spirt, Holy 

Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

PASTORAL PRAYER    Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

What powerful images the scriptures present today, Lord, of Jesus 

feeding the thousands of people who have gathered. The Gospel lesson 

tells us that with the small offering of five barley loaves and two fish, He 

offered sustenance to the many. We wonder about this and have our 

doubts that such a thing could really happen in today’s world. We see 

the big picture, the thousands of dollars that are spent on trivial things, 

but we do not hear about the small wonders that are performed 

everywhere in your name as good people reach out to those in need. 

Take away our blindness and our doubt. Surround us with a strong faith 

that, when we hear the words of healing, we may confidently know that 

you are in the midst of all our lives. Heal our wounded spirits. Restore in 

us a spirit of joy. As we have lifted names of dear ones in our prayers 

before you, O God, we ask your healing blessing on each of their lives 

and situations. We also ask your healing mercies on all areas in which 

there is strife, oppression, and despair. Comfort your people with your 

love. Empower your disciples to serve you fully in your world. We ask 

this in Jesus’ Name, AMEN.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER      

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                            Rev. Kevin Benjamin                 

Generous God whose giving knows neither measure nor end, we confess 

that all too often we have kept our own hearts, hands and minds firmly 

closed. Forgive us for those times when our own wants and wishes have 

filled the horizon to the exclusion of all else, and made us blind and deaf 

to the needs and concerns of others. Forgive us for those moments when 



the fear that sharing what we have will lead to our own impoverishment, 

has kept us silent and still when those around us are in need. Forgive us 

for those situations when seeing only a problem rather than daring to 

dream a solution, has left us fettered and powerless where we might 

have been building your Kingdom. Forgive us God. Help us to transcend 

self-centredness, greed and fear and to always feel, think and act as 

those who know the hope that is rooted in the generous giving of God. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

One: The Lord be with you 

All: And also with you 

One: Lift up your hearts 

All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

One: …And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 

heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest!  

One: …And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 

Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, as a holy and 

living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim 

the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!  

One: All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. Amen. Amen.  

HOLY COMMUNION                              Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

                                              Leadership, Communion Servants 

Pastor Kevin: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on 

these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood 

of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 

his blood.    

Reader 1: On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took 

bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and 

said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in 



remembrance of me." Please take your wafer and commune along with 

me.    

Reader 2: When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to 

you, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is 

my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

me." Please take your juice and commune along with me.    

Reader 1 & 2: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in 

which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the 

world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the 

name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

Pastor Kevin: Go forth in peace. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. Amen.  

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

*SENDING HYMN: Great Is Thy Faithfulness                 Amy Brown  

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of 

turning with Thee; thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail 

not; As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be. 

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by 

morning new mercies I see. All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, Sun, moon and 

stars in their courses above Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. (Refrain) 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth; Thine own dear presence 

to cheer and to guide; Strength for today and bright hope for 

tomorrow, Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain) 

BENEDICTION         Rev. Kevin Benjamin      

Go out into the world. Seek God, and the wisdom of God. Hide yourself 

from the corruptions of power and adulation. Entrust whatever you have 

to Christ for with Him, there will always be more than enough. And may 

God strengthen you in your inner beings. May Christ Jesus dwell in your 

hearts through faith, and may the Holy Spirit plant your roots deeply in 

the abundant richness of God’s love. We go in peace to love and serve 

the Lord, In the name of Christ. Amen.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS & POSTLUDE:  The Joyful Trumpet             

                         Amy Brown        
 

Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Alice Mullins, Admin./Treasurer   stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Amy Brown, Music Director   amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist    duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Ryan Scott, Family Life Coord.         ryanalanscott@gmail.com  (857) 544-3954 

At the present time, it is the Church’s decision that masks be worn inside the church for in-

person worship services for the protection of vulnerable congregants. 

 

St. Paul's UMC Leadership Team is requesting everyone's feedback as we continue to 

navigate through the Covid pandemic. We are contemplating changes to the mask wearing 

requirements. Therefore, it is important that we receive everyone's input on this matter.  

A survey will be sent out by email soon! 

 

Office Hours through the Summer will be Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 

 from 9AM – 2 PM 

St. Paul’s continues in-person worship each Sunday from 8:30-9:30 AM. The second service at 11 

AM will resume in September. The service will be livestreamed and made available via internet on 

the church website, Facebook, and YouTube. 

The Saturday 9 AM historical prayer walk and outside 4 PM Grove service are postponed until 

September due to the extreme heat this time of year. 

The regular 8:30 AM (with praise team) and 11 AM (with choir) worship experience will resume on 

Sunday, September 5, 2021. 

 

It is with a heavy heart that I announce Rev. Ryan Scott's decision to step down as Family Life 

Coordinator at the end of August. Ryan helped the church navigate through a very difficult time as 

we dealt with the pandemic. We are most appreciative for his efforts of keeping church families 

connected. This transition will enable Rev. Ryan to dedicate his full attention to his ministry, The 

Nest. Enough though Ryan has stepped down he and his family will continue to share their gifts with 

St. Paul's. 

 

Upcoming Yellow Hat Schedule 

August 1 – El Ayudante Child, Yesprin 

August 8 – Deep Roots 

August 15 – Neighborhood House 

August 22 – Habitat for Humanity 

August 29 – Juvenile Diabetes 

Prayer Group Ministry 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer circle, Thursday mornings at 10 AM in-person. Please contact Carole 

if you are interested in joining the group. 

St. Paul’s Church Website Page 

If you interested in helping administer our church website page, have computer skills, and possibly 

creating a new vision for the website, please contact the church office. 



Flowers for Worship 
If you are interested in honoring a loved one with flowers at the altar on a particular Sunday, we are 

asking you to contact Alicia Blackwell, from Wildflowers by Alicia to place your order. Alicia can 

be reached at (302) 593-9884. Also, please email the church office so we make sure the information 

is added in the bulletin. 

Volunteers Needed for Sunday Service 

We are in need of volunteers to assist with recording the Sunday morning virtual service. On-site 

training will be provided. You can volunteer once a month or based on your availability. Please see 

Charlii Miller or John Littell for more details.   

Youth Group 

Youth Group will be meeting in person this summer. We'll be outside in The Grove, weather 

permitting, or spaced out indoors otherwise. All young people in 6th through 12th grade are invited 

to participate. We'll have good conversation and a lot of fun. Date: August 1st at 3pm.  

Youth Confirmation 

Confirmation will be happening August 10-13, at 6pm each night. This is a chance for our young 

people to take ownership of their faith journey, ask questions, and begin to make decisions about 

what they believe. If you know of a young person ready to take this step, please contact Ryan Scott 

for more information. Formal Confirmation Sunday will be August 15th at 8:30am. 

Love Thy Neighbor Fund 

Our "Love Thy Neighbor Fund" was created to help those in need in the MOT community. This fund 

may support a time in someone's life when he/she may need a little kindness and generosity to help 

endure and survive a challenging situation. If you can donate, please make checks payable to St. 

Paul's UMC and then write in the memo area it is for "Love Thy Neighbor Fund.” Please note, this 

fund is SEPARATE from the Yellow Hat. Thank you, Love Thy Neighbor Committee  

UMM On Par with God Golf Outing 

Our next "Staying on Par" is scheduled for Tuesday, August 3 with 9 AM Tee Time at Odessa 

National Golf Club! Please advise your intentions for golf and lunch by Sunday, August 1st. Looking 

forward to our Fellowship and hope most of you can participate. Scripture Read—Philippians 4:6-7. 

Stay Safe...God Bless, Paul Loder 

Neighborhood House Needs: 

Here are a few suggestions for filling our food/toiletries pantry: 

Peanut butter/Jelly – small 

Cereal 

Pancake mix/Syrup 

Laundry detergent – small 

 

Also, The Neighborhood House is once again asking us to participate in their mission to help kids 

purchase their own bookbags and supplies. They are asking for $25 Walmart gift cards since each 

card should cover the cost for 1 bookbag with supplies. Donations to St. Paul's will also be accepted. 

In the past St. Paul's has filled 50 book bags. Thanks so much for contributing to this important 

mission!  

PFLAG Meeting                                           

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursdays of each month, presently via Zoom. Please join 

us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word to all corners of our 

communities. We are currently working on a system which will help youth who have been rejected 

by their parents, find families who will help them. Please contact Mark@maholden.com or call 802-

279-8100. 

 



Gods Power and Light company, a local theater company that some of our church 

members belong to are looking for actors/actresses, singers and extras for our 

upcoming production of Narnia. NO previous experience is needed. Also, they will 

be performing a patriotic cantata at Willey Farms on July 31. They are also looking for singers for it. 

If you have any questions about either event, call Charlotte Miller 302-383- 7434.  

GP&L will be performing at Willey Farms, and we would like you to be a part of our program. 

Under the direction of Donna Cavender, GP&L will be presenting the Land of the Free Cantata on 

Saturday, July 31. We will be singing two times between 11:00 and 1:00 (tentative times).  Between 

the performances, you can take advantage of the various activities and browse the flea market. To 

sound our best, rehearsals will be held at St. George’s United Methodist Church at 7pm on July 15 

and July 22 with a potential rehearsal on July 29.  We need current members, past members, future 

members, and friends of GP&L to be part of the choir.  If you would like to be a part of these 

performances or have any questions, please contact Donna at donnackoala@juno.com.  

JOYS & CONCERNS: If you know someone you’d like to add to our prayer list, please email the 

church office or visit the church website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete a prayer request. 

Please email the office when someone can be taken OFF the list. If you or a loved one needs a 

pastoral visit, please call or email the church office to schedule. 

Prayers for: Bob Collins; Elsie Everett’s Family, on the passing of our sister, Elsie; Rick Pulling & 

Family on the passing of Rick’s mother, Jacqueline Pulling; Edith Chas; Jerrod Bolline; Sue 

Holden’s sister, Betsey Snipes; Dana Atwell; Bill Smith; Beth; Matt & Louise Latocha; Carol 

Myers; Darryl Dillard; Kathy Golden 

Birthdays: July 26-Katelynn Scott, June Stemmle; July 29-Emerson Hickey, Zoey Sydnor; July 31-

Phyllis Burris 

Anniversaries: July 26-Carl & Rev. Patti Ravilious 

 

Family Life Coordinator Job Posting 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is seeking an individual with strong communication and 

organizational skills with a passion for children/youth, as they develop their Christian education 

and faith. This is a twenty hour a week position.  

 Preferred qualifications: 

• Experience in education 

• Child development 

• Volunteer management 

• Small event planning 

Responsibilities include: 

• Organize family-oriented activities and programs 

• Provide information and curriculum to Sunday School Team 

• Coordinate family life volunteers in programming and planning for weekly, seasonal, and 

special events 

• Monthly communication regarding programs and budgetary needs to the pastor and lead-

ership team 

Send a resume and at least two letters of recommendation to Alice Mullins, 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org by August 15, 2021. 

mailto:donnackoala@juno.com
http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/
mailto:stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org

