
   
 

 

 

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

Theme: The Thorns that Strengthen Us 
July 4, 2021 – 8:30 AM with ASL Interpretation  

and Virtual Worship 

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

* Indicates please stand in body or in spirit 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

Prelude:  Battle Hymn of the Republic                   Duane Dillard  
                  Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator    

WELCOME                                                  Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

HISTORY OF INDEPENDENCE & LIGHTING OF CANDLE  

                                Janet Miller 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                           Carlotta Cline      

Leader: We gather this morning appreciating our freedom to worship 

God.  

Congregation: May God continue to bless the Universal Church and 

our entire world.  

Leader: We draw near to the God who rules over all nations.  

Congregation: May God continue to bless our country and all the 

countries in the world.  

Leader: We seek to live in harmony and peace together with all people 

on the earth.  

Congregation: May God continue to establish peace on earth and 

help us understand that it begins in our hearts.  

All: Come, let us worship the Lord!  

*OPENING HYMN: America the Beautiful        

           Amy Brown, Frank Whittington 

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain; 

for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 

America! America! God shed his grace on thee,  

and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea. 



O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 

who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life! 

America! America! May God thy gold refine, till all success be 

nobleness, and every gain divine. 

O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years 

thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears!  

America! America! God mend thine every flaw, confirm thy soul in 

self-control, thy liberty in law. 

OPENING PRAYER                                                   Carlotta Cline    

Gracious God, you have made all the people of the earth for your 

glory. You invite us to serve you in freedom and in peace. Give to 

the people of our nation a zeal for justice and the strength for 

forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your 

gracious will. We ask this on a day of celebration, a day of hope for 

a nation made free. We ask this in the name of the one who 

welcomes all to be free indeed. Inspire us to live and worship in your 

freedom and for the sake of your Kingdom.  Amen.  

CHILDREN’S TIME:  Make Me a Servant  

Make me a servant, humble and meek, Lord, let me lift up those 

who are weak. And may the pray of my heart always be: Make me a 

servant, make a servant, make me a servant today. 

Ryan Scott shares a blessing with our children!     

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                  Carlotta Cline     

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from 

the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Universal 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Gloria Patri                 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it 

was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. Amen. 

 



PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION: Come and Find the Quiet Center v.1 

Come and find the quiet center, come and find the quiet center 

in the crowded life we lead, find the room for hope to enter, 

find the frame where we are freed: clear the chaos and the clutter, 

clear our eyes that we can see all the things that really matter, 

be at peace, and simply be.  

EPISTLE READING: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10      Carlotta Cline, Liturgist 

I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the 

third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not 

know—God knows. And I know that this man—whether in the body or 

apart from the body I do not know, but God knows— was caught up to 

paradise and heard inexpressible things, things that no one is permitted 

to tell. I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about 

myself, except about my weaknesses. Even if I should choose to boast, I 

would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, 

so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say, or 

because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to 

keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a 

messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord 

to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 

you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast 

all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may 

rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 

insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am 

weak, then I am strong. 

*GOSPEL READING:  Mark 6:1-13                    

Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his 

disciples. When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the 

synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. 

“Where did this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom 

that has been given him? What are these remarkable miracles he is 

performing? Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the 

brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with 

us?” And they took offense at him. 

Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own 

town, among his relatives and in his own home.” He could not do any 

miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal 

them. He was amazed at their lack of faith. 



Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. Calling the 

Twelve to him, he began to send them out two by two and gave them 

authority over impure spirits. 

These were his instructions: “Take nothing for the journey except a 

staff—no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. Wear sandals but not 

an extra shirt. Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave 

that town. And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you, leave 

that place and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” 

They went out and preached that people should repent. They drove out 

many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. 

One: May this story inspire us all.   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia to God! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia to 

God! For the Lord Most High is worthy of glory and praise. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia to God! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia to 

God!  

*HYMN OF PREPARATION:  Lord I Want to Be a Christian  

                           Amy Brown 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, Lord, I want to be more loving in my 

heart. 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart, in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. In my heart, in my heart, 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 
THE MESSAGE: The Thorns that Strengthen Us  Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

PRAYER OF SALVATION  

Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your 

forgiveness. I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I 



turn from my sins and invite You to come into my heart and life. I 

want to trust and follow You as my Lord and Savior. 

WE GIVE THANKS 

INVITATION TO THE WAY OF CHRIST:  Seek Ye First                                                                           

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 

things shall be added unto you. Allelu, alleluia! 

Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek and ye shall find; knock, 

and the door shall be opened unto you. Allelu, alleluia! (2x) 

OFFERTORY PRAYER      Rev. Kevin Benjamin       

Creating and eternal God, whose grace is sufficient for us and whose 

power is made perfect in weakness, in our weakness and insufficiency, 

we offer our lives and the gifts of our living for the work of eternal 

kingdom. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  

THE OFFERING  

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving   

Today’s Yellow Hat mission offering supports Yesprin, our El 

Ayudante Child.  

Offertory:  I Know Who Holds Tomorrow         Diane Shoun, Soloist 

*THE DOXOLOGY:  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures 

here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lifts! Praise the spirt, Holy 

Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

PASTORAL PRAYER    Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

One: The Lord be with you 

All: And also with you 

One: Lift up your hearts 

All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

One: …And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 

heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest!  

One: …And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 

Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, as a holy and 

living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim 

the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!  

One: All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. Amen. Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER      

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                            Rev. Kevin Benjamin                 

Holy God, we will be honest: this is really hard. It is really hard to wear 

masks, to avoid public gatherings, to spend so much time watching 

screens. We’re losing patience and we’re losing hope and we’re losing 

our grip on faith. We’re caught between the selfishness of wanting to do 

whatever we want without regard for others and wanting to be helpful 

and generous. Please help us. Help us to lean on you and each other 

when things get hard and when we get depressed. Remind us every day 

that there is light at the end of the tunnel. Encourage our hearts, and help 

us to be your people, to the best of our ability in these strange days. This 

we pray in the name of Jesus, who is with us always. Sometimes, O 

God, we forget people, or we toss them aside – the difficult ones, the 

needy ones, the ones that are hard to spend time with, the ones who 

confront us. And sometimes when we do things like that, it’s not really 

about the other people, but about us. We are uncomfortable, or we feel 

guilty, or we follow brighter, shinier people, or we worry about what 

will make us look good. We are in such desperate need of your 

forgiveness. We have not been open to change and diversity. We’ve 

been harmful to others with our own implicit bias. During this time of 

pandemic, we’ve been quick to blame others when things don’t go as 

planned. We need to be forgiven for our sin, for our mistakes, for 

mistaking what the world values with what you value. Help us to be 

better, and to see more clearly, and to care more thoroughly. Help us 

preserve through life, as we like Paul endure the thorns in our flesh. In 

Christ we pray. Amen.  

HOLY COMMUNION                              Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

                                              Leadership, Communion Servants 



Pastor Kevin: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on 

these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood 

of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 

his blood.    

Reader 1: On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took 

bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and 

said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me." Please take your wafer and commune along with 

me.    

Reader 2: When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to 

you, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is 

my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

me." Please take your juice and commune along with me.    

Reader 1 & 2: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in 

which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the 

world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the 

name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

Pastor Kevin: Go forth in peace. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. Amen.  

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

*SENDING HYMN:  God Bless America   

                Amy Brown & Frank Whittington 

God bless America, land that I love. 

Stand beside her and guide her 

through the night with the light from above. 

From the mountains to the prairies, 

to the oceans white with foam. 

God bless America, my home sweet home. 

God bless America, my home sweet home 

God bless America, land that I love. 

Stand beside her and guide her 

through the night with the light from above. 

From the mountains to the prairies, 

to the oceans white with foam. 

God bless America, my home sweet home. 



God bless America, my home sweet home. 

BENEDICTION         Rev. Kevin Benjamin      

Go now, and wherever people will hear you, proclaim the life-changing 

love of God. Do not fear your weakness, for when you are weakest, 

Christ’s strength is known. Travel lightly, live simply, and honor those 

who welcome the gospel. And may God be your protection and safe 

haven. During this celebration of freedom, let us be mindful of those that 

continue to suffer from abuse, oppression, and poverty. May the power 

of Christ Jesus dwell in us and may the Holy Spirit be our guide forever. 

We go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. 

Amen.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS & POSTLUDE:  Let There Be Peace on Earth 

    Duane Dillard        

Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Alice Mullins, Admin./Treasurer   stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Amy Brown, Music Director   amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist    duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Ryan Scott, Family Life Coord.         ryanalanscott@gmail.com  (857) 544-3954 

Office Hours through the Summer will be Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 

 from 9AM – 2 PM 

St. Paul’s continues in-person worship each Sunday from 8:30-9:30 AM. The second service at 11 

AM will resume in September. The service will be livestreamed and made available via internet on 

the church website, Facebook, and YouTube. 

The Saturday historical prayer walk continues each Saturday at 9 AM. Each walk includes a tour of a 

historical landmark or building. There will not be a prayer walk this Saturday, July 3rd.  

The outside 4:00-4:45 PM Grove service continues each Sunday until the Fall. This service includes 

music, a message and communion. There will not be a Grove service this Sunday, July 4th. 

The regular 8:30 AM (with praise team) and 11:00 AM (with choir) worship experience will resume 

on Sunday, September 5, 2021. 

At the present time, it is the Church’s decision that masks be worn inside the church for in-

person worship services for the protection of vulnerable congregants. We will revisit this 

decision as new information becomes available.  

We appreciate everyone coming together to ensure a safe and healthy church environment. 

 

Jerry “Crabmeat” Thompson Obituary 

https://spicermullikin.com/jerry-crabmeat-thompson/ 

A virtual service commemorating and celebrating Jerry’s life will be premiered on YouTube by St. 

Paul’s at www.stpaulsodessa.org, Sunday, July 11th at 1:00 pm. 

 

 

 

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/


Upcoming Yellow Hat Schedule 

July 11 – YMCA 

July 18 – Our Daily Bread 

July 25 – The Nest 

Prayer Group Ministry 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer circle, Thursday mornings at 10 AM in-person. Please contact Carole 

if you are interested in joining the group. 

Flowers for Worship 
If you are interested in honoring a loved one with flowers at the altar on a particular Sunday, we are 

asking you to contact Alicia Blackwell, from Wildflowers by Alicia to place your order. Alicia can 

be reached at (302) 593-9884. Also, please email the church office so we make sure the information 

is added in the bulletin. 

Volunteers Needed for Sunday Service 

We are in need of volunteers to assist with recording the Sunday morning virtual service. On-site 

training will be provided. You can volunteer once a month or based on your availability. Please see 

Charlii Miller or John Littell for more details.   

Youth Group 

Youth Group will be meeting in person this summer. We'll be outside in The Grove, weather 

permitting, or spaced out indoors otherwise. All young people in 6th through 12th grade are invited 

to participate. We'll have good conversation and a lot of fun. Dates: July 11 and August 1st - all at 

3pm.  

Youth Confirmation 

Confirmation will be happening August 10-13, at 6pm each night. This is a chance for our young 

people to take ownership of their faith journey, ask questions, and begin to make decisions about 

what they believe. If you know of a young person ready to take this step, please contact Ryan Scott 

for more information. 

Love Thy Neighbor Fund 

Our "Love Thy Neighbor Fund" was created to help those in need in the MOT community. This fund 

may support a time in someone's life when he/she may need a little kindness and generosity to help 

endure and survive a challenging situation. If you can donate, please make checks payable to St. 

Paul's UMC and then write in the memo area it is for "Love Thy Neighbor Fund.” Please note, this 

fund is SEPARATE from the Yellow Hat. Thank you, Love Thy Neighbor Committee  

UMM Staying on Par with God Golf Outing 

Our next event is scheduled for Tuesday, July 6 with 9 AM Tee Time at Odessa National Golf Club. 

Need your intentions for golf and lunch by Sunday, July 4. Sorry for short notice and hope most can 

make it. Scripture Read: Psalms 56:10-11. Thanks for your support and God Bless, Paul Loder 

PFLAG Meeting                                           

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursdays of each month, presently via Zoom. Please join 

us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word to all corners of our 

communities. We are currently working on a system which will help youth who have been rejected 

by their parents, find families who will help them. Please contact Mark@maholden.com or call 802-

279-8100. 

Beginner’s Conversational ASL Group 

Beginner's Conversational ASL Group starting at Wyoming UMC on July 12th. Sessions will meet 

every Monday from 3-4 pm in room 223/225...live and in person! The cost is $2 per session. Ages 

14 and older, please. We will accept new members during the first 4 weeks, then members will need 

to catch-up to the group independently before joining. Gail S. Garner 

 



JOYS & CONCERNS: If you know someone you’d like to add to our prayer list, please email the 

church office or visit the church website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete a prayer request. 

Please email the office when someone can be taken OFF the list. If you or a loved one needs a 

pastoral visit, please call or email the church office to schedule. 

Prayers for: Elsie Everett; Ryan Scott & family on the passing of his grandfather 

Continued Prayers for: Doris Uhde’s brother, Mark Robinson; Edith Chas; Jerrod Bolline; Sue 

Holden’s sister, Betsey Snipes; Cindy; Dana Atwell; Bill Smith; Kathy Golden; Matt & Louise 

Latocha; Carol Myers; Darryl Dillard; Beth 

Birthdays: July 4-Marisa Apps; July 5-Mark Holden, Isabel Holland, Sue Johnson: July 6-Ellie 

Leuliette; July 7-Kathy Chas, Jennifer Rodriguez; July 8-Georgia Fennemore; July 9-Sandy Urstadt, 

Marilyn Jones 

Anniversaries: July 7-John & Susie Cate 
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