
 

 

 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter – Theme: True Vine 

May 2, 2021 – 8:30 AM VIRTUAL WORSHIP  

with ASL Interpretation 

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

Prelude:  As the Deer               Duane Dillard  
                  Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator    

WELCOME                                                  Rev. Kevin Benjamin   

CALL TO WORSHIP                              Brian McNelis 

We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ. We come because we 

seek to abide in Christ. The branches that remain in the vine bear 

much fruit. We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, 

productive. If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in 

us. We come because we strive to be faithful disciples. We gather for 

worship now to the glory of the One God:  Creator, Redeemer, 

Sustainer. May we grow wildly as God tends us lovingly.   

OPENING HYMN:   To God Be the Glory           Amy Brown  

              Katelynn Scott & Nancee Bleistine 

To God be the glory, great things he hath done! 

So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 

and opened the lifegate that all may go in. 

Refrain: 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

to ev’ry believer the promise of God; 



the vilest offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. [Refrain] 

Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, 

and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

but purer, and higher, and greater will be our wonder,                     

our transport, when Jesus we see. [Refrain] 

OPENING PRAYER                                                  Brian McNelis         

God, we see the historical record of your inclusiveness. We see your 

grand plan, good news for all, starting at the place closest to us and 

stretching to the farthest places we could imagine. For the first 

believers, good news reached out to the Samaritans, the Gentiles, the 

Ethiopians, and even the Romans who oppressed them. For us, it 

does not reach so far. Teach us, O God, to think beyond the 

boundaries of the people we already know and love. Give us an eye 

to see those you see on the margins, in the outlands, even in 

outlandish places! Enlarge our hearts so that we have room for any 

who would receive your good news. Amen.  

CHILDREN’S TIME:  I Thank You Jesus  

I thank You, Jesus. I thank You, Jesus. I thank You, Jesus, I thank 

You Lord, oh, You’ve brought me from a mighty, a mighty long 

way, a mighty long way. I thank You, Jesus, I thank You, Jesus, I 

thank You, Jesus, I thank You Lord; oh, You’ve brought me from a 

mighty, a mighty long way, a mighty long way. 

Brian McNelis shares a blessing with our children!     

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH              

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from 

the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Universal 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Gloria Patria                 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, amen. 

GOSPEL SCRIPTURE    John 15:1-8      Brian McNelis, Liturgist 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every 

branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear 

fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already 

clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also 

remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 

vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do 

not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 

such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you re-

main in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 

fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

One: May this story inspire us all   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

HYMN OF PREPARATION: Lord, I Want to Be a Christian               

       Amy Brown  
        Katelynn Scott & Nancee Bleistine       

Lord, I want to be a Christian 

in my heart, in my heart, 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be more loving 

in my heart, in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, 

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be more holy 

in my heart, in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 



Lord, I want to be like Jesus 

in my heart, in my heart. 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 

THE MESSAGE:      True Vine     Rev. Kevin Benjamin       

WE GIVE THANKS 

INVITATION TO THE WAY OF CHRIST:  Family Prayer Song                                                                           

Come and fill our homes With Your presence, You alone are worthy 

of our reverence. As for me and my house, We will serve the Lord, 

As for me and my house, We will serve the Lord, As for me and my 

house, We will serve the Lord, We will serve the Lord. 

Lord, we vow to live holy, Bowing our knees to You only. As for me 

and my house, We will serve the Lord, As for me and my house, We  

will serve the Lord, As for me and my house, We will serve the 

Lord, We will serve the Lord. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER             Nancee Bleistine       

Gracious God, you are the vine grower and we belong to you. Thank you 

for carefully tending us, especially in difficult times. You provide what 

we need in order to grow as disciples of Jesus. Help us to abide in him, 

the true vine. May these offerings and our lives bear much fruit and 

bring glory to you. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

THE OFFERING  

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving   

Today’s YELLOW HAT mission offering supports Gift of Life. 

Offertory:  In the Garden        Joyce Nelson & Sharyn Sheats 

PASTORAL PRAYER      Rev. Kevin Benjamin  

Almighty God, whose love is beyond understanding, whose mercy is 

beyond comprehension—we lift up our hearts to you in prayer. Though 

we were captives of our sinful and rebellious ways, your love has 

released us. You have freed us to experience divine love in our own 

lives. Your atoning love has freed us from the penalty of sin, which was 

rightfully ours to pay. How can we express our thanksgiving, except to 

praise your name and to allow your love to be seen in us. Grant to us a 

determined faith and a fervent love, that we might be reflections of your 

divine grace. Hear our prayer, O Lord, as we offer our petitions in the 



name of the One who is love, even Jesus Christ our Lord, the true vine. 

Amen.                                

THE LORD’S PRAYER                

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed by thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, thy will done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, But deliver us from evil, For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.    

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                  Brian McNelis    
We thank you, gracious God, for Jesus Christ the true vine, with his roots 

eternally grounded in you. We rejoice that by grace we have been grafted into 

him, to be branches on a vine which bears the loveliest of all the fruits of 

earth. Yet we confess that all is not well with the way we live. Please forgive 

us for the occasions when we have been the ones to introduce disease into the 

vine, preferring its contamination to the vigour of health. Forgive us for 

neglecting to draw deeply on the sap of Life, for our tendency to wander 

instead of growing on the framework your provide, for being content, and 

sometimes even proud of, a few sparse or undersized fruits, for the apathy 

which lets us to go through some seasons without bearing any fruit. Have 

mercy on us. Please do not lose patience or sever us completely from the true 

vine. Rather heal our diseases, discipline and train our wandering tendrils, 

prune our unfruitful branches and cut away our diseased ones. May we 

remain in Christ and he in us, through all the changing seasons of life. Let us 

delight in bearing the fruits of love which are our true purpose and joy. For 

your Name’s sake.  Amen!  

HOLY COMMUNION                              Rev. Kevin Benjamin  

                   John & Carole Harmon, Communion Servers 

PRAYER OF SALVATION  

Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your 

forgiveness. I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I 

turn from my sins and invite You to come into my heart and life. I 

want to trust and follow You as my Lord and Savior. 

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

SENDING FORTH    

SENDING HYMN: Bind Us Together                   Amy Brown   
                  Katelynn Scott & Nancee Bleistine 



Refrain: 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together 

with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together, Lord, 

Bind us together, 

Bind us together with love. 

There is only one God, 

There is only one King; 

There is only one Body, 

That is why we sing: 

[Refrain] 

MINISTRY DURING COVID     Rev. Kevin Benjamin 
BENEDICTION         Rev. Kevin Benjamin          

Go now, and love one another, because love is from God. Proclaim 

God’s salvation to every generation. Remain in Jesus Christ, and like 

branches of a vine, draw your life from him. And may God the vine 

grower tend you and make you fruitful; May Christ Jesus abide in you 

and give you life; And may the Holy Spirit cast out all fear and fill you 

with God’s love. We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name 

of Christ. Amen.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS & POSTLUDE: Blessed Quietness  

    Duane Dillard 

Adult Studies every Sunday morning at 10am-will be same Zoom info every week: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278646?pwd=WHpXWElzejUwRkhrNXpIQUlvUUpZQT09 

Meeting ID: 899 4327 8646  Passcode: odessa 

(All links will be available on our website, stpaulsodessa.org and Facebook site,  

St. Paul’s UMC Odessa – Zoom invitations and passwords will be sent via email) 

The Scott’s host weekly Wednesday evening Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30pm  

with the same Zoom info every week: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88240507907?pwd=YWdzeXUyWHpIUWl3dXVCeGJaUXl4dz09 

Meeting ID: 882 4050 7907       Passcode: nest 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer circle, Thursday mornings at 10 AM.  

(Please contact Carole or the church office if you have prayer requests  

or would like a Zoom invitation to join the group.) 

Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Alice Mullins, Admin/Treasurer   stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Amy Brown, Music Director   amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist    duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Ryan Scott, Family Life Coord.         ryanalanscott@gmail.com  (857) 544-3954 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278646?pwd=WHpXWElzejUwRkhrNXpIQUlvUUpZQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88240507907?pwd=YWdzeXUyWHpIUWl3dXVCeGJaUXl4dz09


The St. Paul’s UMC Task Force has been hard at work. The following plans have been voted 

on and were approved at the recent April 20th meeting. St. Paul’s UMC will resume in-person 

worship THIS Sunday, May 2, for an 8:30-9:30 AM worship experience. Reservations will not 

be necessary. The fire department has approved the plans and occupancy for the St. Paul’s 

Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. Seating has been marked and designated. This service will be 

livestreamed and made available via internet on the church website, Facebook, and YouTube. 

The church will be cleaned after each service. 

The Saturday historical prayer walk will resume THIS Saturday, May 1, 2021 at 9 AM. Each 

walk will include a tour of a historical landmark or building. 

The outside 4:00-4:45 PM Grove service will resume on Sunday, June 6, 2021. This service will 

include music, a message and communion. 

The regular 8:30 AM (with praise team) and 11:00 AM (with choir) worship experience will 

tentatively resume on Sunday, September 5, 2021. 

 

Finance 

2021 Stewardship: Growing in Generosity, Rooted in Faith 

78 Pledges – Total amount of financial pledges: $172,682 

Total amount of financial pledges for Capital Campaign (Growth & Expansion): $5,650 

VANCO: Giving to St. Paul’s Made Easy! 

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring 

contributions and view your complete online giving history from anywhere 

you have access to the Internet. Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at www.stpaulsodessa.org 

2) Click on the Online Donation button, 

3) Click on the Create Profile button, then 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your 

    recurring contributions. 

Family Life Ministries – Virtual Sunday School 

Children's Zoom Sunday School meets together virtually each week at 11:30 AM to read a bible 

story and check in. It's a great chance for your kids to interact safely and keep the rhythms of Sunday 

School. 

Topic: St. Paul's Children's Sunday School 

Time: 11:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89558010844?pwd=MmxySWJ5ZkNnR09WdXlxc01NankzUT09 

Meeting ID: 895 5801 0844       Passcode: kids 

Youth Group 

Youth Group will be meeting in person this summer. We'll be outside in The Grove, weather 

permitting, or spaced out indoors otherwise.  All young people in 6th through 12th grade are invited 

to participate. We'll have good conversation and a lot of fun. Dates: May 16, June 13, July 11, and 

August 1st - all at 3pm. We're also working on some mission projects for this summer, with more 

information to come soon! 

St. Paul’s UMM Bible Study 

The St. Paul's UMM Bible Study continues weekly from Monday, May 3 until Monday, May 10 

from 9 AM to 10 AM! Weather permitting, we will gather at the outside Sanctuary (bring a chair), 

otherwise we will gather inside the church Sanctuary following proper protocol, masks, safe 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89558010844?pwd=MmxySWJ5ZkNnR09WdXlxc01NankzUT09


distance, etc. Hap Bonham will facilitate for us again. Any Questions contact Paul 

paulrloder@aol.com   302-229-0046 

St. Paul’s UMM “Staying on Par with God” Golf Outing 

Gentlemen, our next outing is scheduled for Tuesday, May 4 with a 9:30 AM tee time at Odessa 

National Golf Club. Be sure to advise your intentions for golf and/or lunch by no later than Saturday, 

May 1st. Looking forward to another great day of fellowship! Scripture read, Isaiah 1:18-20  

Stay safe & God bless, Paul Loder 

Love Thy Neighbor Fund 

Our "Love Thy Neighbor Fund" was created to help those in need in the MOT community. This fund 

may support a time in someone's life when he/she may need a little kindness and generosity to help 

endure and survive a challenging situation. To those needing assistance, the pastor will use his 

discretion in sharing monetary resources. If you are able to donate to the Love Thy Neighbor Fund, 

please make checks payable to St. Paul's UMC and then write in the memo area it is for "Love Thy 

Neighbor Fund.” Please note, this fund is SEPARATE from the Yellow Hat. 

Thank you, Love Thy Neighbor Committee  

Deep Roots Mission 

Nadine Johnson & Karen Ellis have started a new mission with our church called, “Deep Roots.” 

This group works with families who are disconnected through homelessness and provides 

transitional shelter and other services to families in need. They need your help as they continue to 

contact members of the church to help with making meals once a month feeding approximately 50+ 

individuals. Here’s hoping you will be able to help us with this very important and necessary 

mission. Thanks so much! 

PFLAG Meeting                                           

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursdays of each month, presently via Zoom. Please join 

us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word to all corners of our 

Communities. We are currently working on a system which will help youth who have been rejected 

by their parents, find families who will help them. Please contact Mark@maholden.com or call 802-

279-8100. 

JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to the website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to 

complete a prayer request. Please email the office when someone can be taken OFF the list. If you or 

a loved one needs a pastoral visit, please call the church office to schedule. 

Prayers for: Edith Chas; Linda Smith; Joe Stemmle; Jerrod Bolline; Sue Holden’s sister, Betsey 

Snipes; Judy; Cindy; Dana Atwell; Bill Smith; Hanna Holland; Kathy Golden; Matt Latocha; Carol 

Myers; Darryl Dillard; Beth 

Birthdays: May 2-Morgan Rowley; May 4-Cedrick Reeves; May 8-Emma Apps, Don Mueller, Josh 

Pompeo 

Anniversaries: May 3-Bill & Margie Apps; May 5-John & Joy Littell, David & Wendy Wallace 

 

Flags for Heroes for Memorial Day 2021. Do you know someone that you would like to honor as a 

hero by sponsoring an American flag? Flags will be proudly displayed at Middletown High School, 

along Route 299, the week before and the week after Memorial Day and Veterans’ Day 2021. 

Heroes (past or present) could be a military member, first responder, teacher, parent or any other 

individual or organization that you admire. The project is being hosted by the Southern New Castle 

County Rotary Club, in partnership with the Middletown High School Air Force Junior ROTC and 

the MOT Rotary club. The cost is $50 for each hero. Please see Dick Leuliette for an order form. 

Deadline for submission is May 10. 

mailto:paulrloder@aol.com
http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/

