
   
 

 

 

 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!!! 

Sixth Sunday of Easter-Theme: A Virtuous Woman 

May 9, 2021 – 8:30 AM VIRTUAL WORSHIP  

with ASL Interpretation 

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

* Indicates please stand in body or in spirit 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

Prelude:  Awesome, Awesome                    Duane Dillard  
                  Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator    

WELCOME                                                  Rev. Kevin Benjamin   

*CALL TO WORSHIP                              Ellie Leuliette 

Lord, on this day set aside to honor and remember mothers, we give 

you thanks for all mothers. We are grateful that you chose to give us 

life through them, and that they received the gift of life from your 

hands and gave it to us. Thank you for the sacrifices they made in 

carrying us and giving birth. We thank you for the women who 

raised us, who were our mothers in childhood. Whether birth mom, 

adopted mom, older sister, aunt, grandmother, stepmother, or 

someone else, we thank you for those women who held us and fed us, 

who cared for us and kissed away our pain. We pray that our lives 

may reflect the love they showed us, and that they would be pleased 

to be called our moms. During this time of pandemic, we pray for 

those mother’s and women that have been distanced from us for 

safety reasons. We pray for those women who have passed away 

from Covid and other diseases. We pray for mothers that have lost 

their children. May this Mother’s Day bring them closer to a sense 

of healing and comfort as they manage their grief. 

*OPENING HYMN:  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty  vs.1-4        

    Amy Brown, Katelynn Scott & Nancee Bleistine 



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near;  

join me in glad adoration! 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigning 

bears thee on eagle’s wings, e’er in his keeping maintain. 

God’s care enfolds all, whose true good he upholds. 

Hast thou not known his sustaining? 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 

surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 

who with his love doth befriend thee. 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again;  

gladly forever adore him. 

OPENING PRAYER                                                   Ellie Leuliette         

Holy One, we come together this day celebrating the role that 

mothers have played in our lives. We thank you for the present love 

and the memories of our mothers and grandmothers. Open our 

hearts continually to your love through others. Keep us mindful of 

those for whom this is a difficult day. Help us to reach out to them. 

Jesus reminded his disciples that they always have a place in his 

heart and that there is a special place for them in God’s realm.  

HISTORY OF MOTHER’S DAY                                            Paul Loder  

In May 1908, Anna Jarvis organized the first official Mother's Day 

celebration at Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church in Grafton, West 

Virginia. There was also a Mother's Day event at one of Wanamaker's 

retail stores in Philadelphia later that same day. Ann Jarvis died in 1905, 

before an official holiday was in place. But her daughter Anna (who was 

never a mother herself) stayed true to the purpose of the celebration. She 

envisioned Mother’s Day as a time to write a personal letter to your 

mother, a time to send her an inexpensive carnation (a flower in which 

the petals hold tight like a mother’s love) and a time to visit or attend 

church together.  She later became an outspoken critic when the special 

day turned too commercial. A carnation will be given to every woman 

and girl at the end of service. Happy Mother’s Day!  



CHILDREN’S TIME:  Praise the Name of Jesus  

Praise the name of Jesus. Praise the name of Jesus. He’s my Rock, 

he’s my Fortress, he’s my deliverer, in him will I trust. Praise the 

name of Jesus. 

Kendall Reitzes shares a blessing with our children!     

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH              

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from 

the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Universal 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Gloria Patria                 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it 

was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE   Proverbs 31:10-31               Ellie Leuliette, Liturgist 

A good woman is hard to find, 

    and worth far more than diamonds. 

Her husband trusts her without reserve, 

    and never has reason to regret it. 

Never spiteful, she treats him generously 

    all her life long. 

She shops around for the best yarns and cottons, 

    and enjoys knitting and sewing. 

She’s like a trading ship that sails to faraway places 

    and brings back exotic surprises. 

She’s up before dawn, preparing breakfast 

    for her family and organizing her day. 

She looks over a field and buys it, 

    then, with money she’s put aside, plants a garden. 

First thing in the morning, she dresses for work, 

    rolls up her sleeves, eager to get started. 

She senses the worth of her work, 

    is in no hurry to call it quits for the day. 



She’s skilled in the crafts of home and hearth, 

    diligent in homemaking. 

She’s quick to assist anyone in need, 

    reaches out to help the poor. 

She doesn’t worry about her family when it snows; 

    their winter clothes are all mended and ready to wear. 

She makes her own clothing, 

    and dresses in colorful linens and silks. 

Her husband is greatly respected 

    when he deliberates with the city fathers. 

She designs gowns and sells them, 

    brings the sweaters she knits to the dress shops. 

Her clothes are well-made and elegant, 

    and she always faces tomorrow with a smile. 

When she speaks she has something worthwhile to say, 

    and she always says it kindly. 

She keeps an eye on everyone in her household, 

    and keeps them all busy and productive. 

Her children respect and bless her; 

    her husband joins in with words of praise: 

“Many women have done wonderful things, 

    but you’ve outclassed them all!” 

Charm can mislead and beauty soon fades. 

    The woman to be admired and praised 

    is the woman who lives in the Fear-of-GOD. 

Give her everything she deserves! 

    Adorn her life with praises! 

SCRIPTURE   Acts 9:36-43 

Down the road a way in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha, 

“Gazelle” in our language. She was well-known for doing good and 

helping out. During the time Peter was in the area she became sick and 

died. Her friends prepared her body for burial and put her in a cool 

room. 

Some of the disciples had heard that Peter was visiting in nearby Lydda 

and sent two men to ask if he would be so kind as to come over. Peter 

got right up and went with them. They took him into the room where 

Tabitha’s body was laid out. Her old friends, most of them widows, were 

in the room mourning. They showed Peter pieces of clothing the Gazelle 



had made while she was with them. Peter put the widows all out of the 

room. He knelt and prayed. Then he spoke directly to the body: 

“Tabitha, get up.” 

She opened her eyes. When she saw Peter, she sat up. He took her hand 

and helped her up. Then he called in the believers and widows, and 

presented her to them alive. 

When this became known all over Joppa, many put their trust in the 

Master. Peter stayed on a long time in Joppa as a guest of Simon the 

Tanner. 

One: May this story inspire us all   

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION: What a Friend We Have in Jesus               

                       Amy Brown, Katelynn Scott & Nancee Bleistine       

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Do your friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In his arms he'll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there. 

THE MESSAGE:   A Virtuous Woman     Rev. Kevin Benjamin       

WE GIVE THANKS 

INVITATION TO THE WAY OF CHRIST:  Open Our Eyes                                                                           

Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus, to reach out and tough 

him, and say that we love him. Open our ear, Lord, and help us to 

listen. Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER      Rev. Kevin Benjamin       

God of Great gifts, we give you these gifts today knowing that you are 

the Father of gifts. You mother us constantly providing for us, caring for 

us. As we have been abundantly provided for, so we give abundantly to 



the work that you give us to do, the work of the church, the care for 

those who are poor. Accept these gifts in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

THE OFFERING  

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving   

Today’s YELLOW HAT mission offering supports Congo Partnership. 

Offertory:  Gift of Love                      Frank Whittington 

*THE DOXOLOGY:  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures 

here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son 

and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER    Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

One: The Lord be with you 

All: And also with you 

One: Lift up your hearts 

All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

One: …And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 

heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest!  

One: …And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 

Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, as a holy and 

living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim 

the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!  

One: All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. Amen. Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER      

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                Ellie Leuliette       

O Creating God who loved us into being, we your children praise you. 

You are the truest example of motherhood. When we fall, you lift us up, 



when we fail you restore us, when we are wounded you nurse us, when 

we grieve you weep with us, when we celebrate you laugh with us. But 

sometimes we don’t reach out to you, we are embarrassed, or we forget, 

or we feel silly. Help us to reach out to you at any and all times of our 

lives we pray. Amen.  

HOLY COMMUNION                              Rev. Kevin Benjamin    

          Steve & Nadine Johnson, Communion Servers 

PRAYER OF SALVATION  

Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your 

forgiveness. I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I 

turn from my sins and invite You to come into my heart and life. I 

want to trust and follow You as my Lord and Savior. 

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT 

SENDING FORTH    

*SENDING HYMN:  Blessed Assurance                 Amy Brown   
                  Katelynn Scott & Nancee Bleistine 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his 

blood. 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior, all the day long; 

this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on 

my sight; 

angels descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of 

love. [Refrain] 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in 

his love. [Refrain] 

MINISTRY DURING COVID     Rev. Kevin Benjamin 

BENEDICTION         Rev. Kevin Benjamin          

Go forth in peace, dear ones. Bring hope to this world. Go forth in love; 

bring joy to this world. Go forth in the knowledge that Goes goes with 

you, loving and guiding your steps. AMEN.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS & POSTLUDE: Ashokan Farewell    Duane Dillard 

Adult Studies every Sunday morning at 10am-will be same Zoom info every week: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278646?pwd=WHpXWElzejUwRkhrNXpIQUlvUUpZQT09 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278646?pwd=WHpXWElzejUwRkhrNXpIQUlvUUpZQT09


Meeting ID: 899 4327 8646  Passcode: odessa 

(All links will be available on our website, stpaulsodessa.org and Facebook site,  

St. Paul’s UMC Odessa – Zoom invitations and passwords will be sent via email) 

The Scott’s host weekly Wednesday evening Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30pm  

with the same Zoom info every week: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88240507907?pwd=YWdzeXUyWHpIUWl3dXVCeGJaUXl4dz09 

Meeting ID: 882 4050 7907       Passcode: nest 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer circle, Thursday mornings at 10 AM.  

(Please contact Carole or the church office if you have prayer requests  

or would like a Zoom invitation to join the group.) 

Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Alice Mullins, Admin/Treasurer   stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Amy Brown, Music Director   amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist    duanedillard@gmail.com   (410) 620-4650 

Ryan Scott, Family Life Coord.         ryanalanscott@gmail.com  (857) 544-3954 

St. Paul’s UMC continues in-person worship THIS Sunday, May 9, for an 8:30-9:30 AM 

worship experience. Reservations will not be necessary. This service will be livestreamed 

and made available via internet on the church website, Facebook, and YouTube. The 

church will be cleaned after each service.  

Delaware Governor Carney recently made changes to Covid19 Restrictions. Effective 

Friday, May 21, churches and other establishments can go to full capacity and to use 3 ft. 

distance instead of 6 ft. This means we can add one more person to each pew and can add 

several more chairs in Fellowship Hall. Church seating will be readjusted to reflect the 

recent changes in restrictions beginning Sunday, May 23. 

The Saturday historical prayer walk continues THIS Saturday, May 8, 2021 at 9 AM. Each 

walk will include a tour of a historical landmark or building. 

The outside 4:00-4:45 PM Grove service will resume on Sunday, June 6, 2021. This service will 

include music, a message and communion. 

The regular 8:30 AM (with praise team) and 11:00 AM (with choir) worship experience will 

tentatively resume on Sunday, September 5, 2021. 

Finance 

2021 Stewardship: Growing in Generosity, Rooted in Faith 

78 Pledges – Total amount of financial pledges: $172,682 

Total amount of financial pledges for Capital Campaign (Growth & Expansion): $5,650 

Family Life Ministries – Virtual Sunday School 

Children's Zoom Sunday School meets together virtually each week at 11:30 AM to read a bible 

story and check in. It's a great chance for your kids to interact safely and keep the rhythms of Sunday 

School. 

Topic: St. Paul's Children's Sunday School 

Time: 11:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89558010844?pwd=MmxySWJ5ZkNnR09WdXlxc01NankzUT09 

Meeting ID: 895 5801 0844       Passcode: kids 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88240507907?pwd=YWdzeXUyWHpIUWl3dXVCeGJaUXl4dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89558010844?pwd=MmxySWJ5ZkNnR09WdXlxc01NankzUT09


Youth Group 

Youth are looking for summer outside projects around the Odessa area. If you know of anybody 

needing yard work, outdoor painting, etc. for our youth mission’s program, please contact Charlotte 

Miller at: (302) 383-7434. 

Youth Group will be meeting in person this summer. We'll be outside in The Grove, weather 

permitting, or spaced out indoors otherwise.  All young people in 6th through 12th grade are invited 

to participate. We'll have good conversation and a lot of fun. Dates: May 16, June 13, July 11, and 

August 1st - all at 3pm. We're also working on some mission projects for this summer, with more 

information to come soon! 

St. Paul’s UMM Bible Study 

The St. Paul's UMM Bible Study has its final meeting on Monday, May 10 from 9 AM to 10 AM! 

For more information contact Paul Loder at paulrloder@aol.com  (302) 229-0046. 

Love Thy Neighbor Fund 

Our "Love Thy Neighbor Fund" was created to help those in need in the MOT community. This fund 

may support a time in someone's life when he/she may need a little kindness and generosity to help 

endure and survive a challenging situation. To those needing assistance, the pastor will use his 

discretion in sharing monetary resources. If you are able to donate to the Love Thy Neighbor Fund, 

please make checks payable to St. Paul's UMC and then write in the memo area it is for "Love Thy 

Neighbor Fund.” Please note, this fund is SEPARATE from the Yellow Hat. 

Thank you, Love Thy Neighbor Committee  

Deep Roots Mission 

Nadine Johnson & Karen Ellis have started a new mission with our church called, “Deep Roots.” 

This group works with families who are disconnected through homelessness and provides 

transitional shelter and other services to families in need. They need your help as they continue to 

contact members of the church to help with making meals once a month feeding approximately 50+ 

individuals. Here’s hoping you will be able to help us with this very important and necessary 

mission. Thanks so much! 

JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to the website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to 

complete a prayer request. Please email the office when someone can be taken OFF the list. If you or 

a loved one needs a pastoral visit, please call the church office to schedule. 

Prayers for: Family of Blanche Bailey, on passing of Blanche; Paul Loder & family on passing of 

his sister, Judy; Edith Chas; Linda Smith; Jerrod Bolline; Sue Holden’s sister, Betsey Snipes; Cindy; 

Dana Atwell; Bill Smith; Hanna Holland; Kathy Golden; Matt Latocha; Carol Myers; Darryl Dillard; 

Beth 

Birthdays: May 10-Prarthan Christian; May 12-Jonathan Packard; May 13-Matthew Pulling; May 

15-Nora Reeves 

Anniversaries: May 13-Noel & Rosalie Lukens 

Flowers on the altar today are from Alice Mullins, in memory of her Mother, Ruth Brooks. 

If you are interested in honoring a loved one with flowers at the altar on a particular Sunday, 

we are asking you to contact Alicia Blackwell, from Wildflowers by Alicia to place your order. 

Alicia can be reached at (302) 593-9884. 

PFLAG Meeting                                           

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursdays of each month, presently via Zoom. Please join 

us if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word to all corners of our 

Communities. We are currently working on a system which will help youth who have been rejected 

by their parents, find families who will help them. Please contact Mark@maholden.com or call 802-

279-8100. 

mailto:paulrloder@aol.com
http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/


Flags for Heroes for Memorial Day 2021. Do you know someone that you would like to honor as a 

hero by sponsoring an American flag? Flags will be proudly displayed at Middletown High School, 

along Route 299, the week before and the week after Memorial Day and Veterans’ Day 2021. 

Heroes (past or present) could be a military member, first responder, teacher, parent or any other 

individual or organization that you admire. The project is being hosted by the Southern New Castle 

County Rotary Club, in partnership with the Middletown High School Air Force Junior ROTC and 

the MOT Rotary club. The cost is $50 for each hero. Please see Dick Leuliette for an order form. 

Deadline for submission is May 10. 

 

 

  


