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Our St. Paul's Published Directories are Here! 
If you had your photo taken, you may pick up your copy on the table in Fellowship Hall starting this Sunday. 

We have a limited number of extra copies available for households unable to have a photo taken, so please 

email the church office if you would like one of these additional copies and we will do our best to accommodate 

your request. Thanks so much!      

 

 Reaching  Out with acts of love & compassion   

 

YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $302.07 and went to support our El Ayudante 

Child, Yesprin. Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE    

 

July 14-   Childhood Cancer Awareness --- Alex's End Childhood Cancer Run/Walk  

(Team Olivia Calbazana) https://www.alexslemonade.org/mypage/1808075 

Childhood cancer is the number one disease killer of 

children in the U.S.  Every two minutes a child is 

diagnosed with cancer.  Childhood cancer is diagnosed in 

all ages, from newborn infants to children and young 

adults.  The most common childhood cancer is acute 

lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL).  In the 1950s, almost 

every kid with ALL died.  But today, thanks to childhood 

cancer research, about 90% of children with ALL will 

survive.  In 80% of kids with cancer, the cancer has 

already spread to other areas of the body by the time it is 

diagnosed.  That’s why so many children with cancer 

need to begin treatment right away.  There are over a 

dozen types of childhood cancer and hundreds of 

different subtypes.   One in five children diagnosed with 

cancer in the U.S. will not survive.  For the ones who do, 

the battle is never over.  Because of the treatments they 

had as kids, more than 99% of childhood cancer 

survivors will have a chronic health problem and 96% 

will have severe or life-threatening conditions.  By the 

time they’re 50 years old, survivors of childhood cancer 

experience about 5 severe or life-threatening chronic 

health conditions on average.  Children should not only 

survive, but thrive. 

 

 

July 21-   Faithful Friends Animal Society 

July 28-   Neighborhood House  

 

Pak-A-Sak 
For the month of July, 27 Pak-a-Sak bags were sorted and delivered! 

Thanks to everyone who donated! 
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Reaching Up to praise 

God in vibrant worship 

 

Sunday, July 14, 2019 

Worship at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. 

Fellowship from 9:30-10:15 a.m.  

 

Scripture: Luke 10:25-37 

Synopsis: There is a cost associated with helping 

others; there is a cost associated with refusing to 

help others. This story we have grown used to 

calling the “Good Samaritan” (Jesus doesn’t 

qualify with the adjective when referring to him) 

begins with a question: “Who must I love in order 

to live?” We can think about the cost of helping or 

refusing to help in terms of the impact this 

decision has on the person in need of help, of 

course. This seems obvious. Or we can think of 

the trouble helping someone else would cost us. 

But by connecting the story to the question, Jesus 

invites us to a life characterized by love in action 

beyond calculations of cost and reward. What 

wouldn’t you give to live in a world surrounded 

by neighbors who love you and who would rescue 

you whenever you were in need? What except 

blindness and ignorance would prevent you from 

being a part of this vast network of giving and 

receiving love (Jesus called it the Kingdom of 

God)? 

Serving in Worship This Sunday 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 10:15 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Vickie Bush, Ben Feldmann &  

Dawn Misino 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton,  

John Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Kendall Reitzes Don Mueller 

Greeters: Johanna Learish Lois Loder Ann Raymond 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes Emerson Hickey  

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas John & Patti Harmer – 2 Chalices 1 loaf + 

plate of non-gluten 

3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon Ellie & Dick Leuliette  

and Kendall Reitzes 

Joy Gordy-Stith, Shaun Redick  

and Don Mueller 

Young Disciples Brian McNelis Brenda Shaffer 

Word in Song  Draw Me Close/Purify My Heart 

Nancee Bleistine 

Flowers: Janet Rowley Marjory Lloyd in memory & birthday of Don R. Lloyd 

Fellowship: Janet Miller Sharyn Sheats, Carol Martin, Pam Root, June Anderson, Julie Foreman,  

Vicki Spence & Karen Beaver 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Chris Chappelle / Sandy Urstadt 
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July 10, 2019 Pastoral Letter  

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s, 

This week, Bishop Peggy Johnson and our District Superintendent, the Rev. Joe 

Archie, forwarded to all pastors and churches a joint Call to Action in response to 

the immigration and migrant detainment crisis from the UMC Board of Church 

and Society, immigration Task Force, UM Committee on Relief, and United 

Methodist Women. We’ve included it in this issue. One congregation in 

Philadelphia, First UMC of Germantown, has provided sanctuary for two families 

(9 adults and children) for nearly a year (since August 28, 2018). To put that 

commitment in perspective, across the US, eight UMC congregations and one 

synagogue are providing sanctuary for eight persons (several of them for two years). 

 

What leads a congregation to take up that kind of labor of love? 

 

Bishop Peggy Johnson has asked if we at St. Paul’s might consider serving as a sanctuary congregation for a 

mother and her daughter, who is hearing impaired. Our Bishop met the daughter at Camp Pecometh last week, 

along with other children and youth who are hearing impaired and found out more about her and her mother’s 

story. They have journeyed from Honduras to join family in Baltimore where the daughter is flourishing and 

where her mother has awaited an immigration hearing for three years while wearing a tracking bracelet. They 

do not yet need sanctuary, but may soon, depending on the outcome of the next hearing. Our Bishop knows 

about our desire to share life and ministry with those who are hearing impaired, and our witness in this 

community as neighbors in Christ and extended the invitation to us. 

 

No law prevents ICE from entering a church building and arresting someone taking refuge there, but the agency 

refrains from doing so, recognizing church property as a sensitive location. Churches across the nation 

providing sanctuary for 56 adults and children appealing deportation decisions are providing this sensitive 

shelter to buy more time for immigration appeals – no one would willingly choose a kind of captivity in a 

church space but returning to hostility and hopelessness is worse. This feels like what witnessing, activating, 

and hosting the Kingdom of God to me, and I wanted to reach out to all of you to pray about how God 

might have us answer. In the meantime, I am also reaching out to pastors at the sanctuary congregations 

identified in the Call to Action to find out more about logistics, etc., to see what we might be getting ourselves 

into, but all of those questions feel secondary to the gut reaction of how Christ is responding through me and 

through us. 

 

Yesterday, the Rev. Bob Coombe, who with the saints at First UMC of Germantown have hosted nine adults 

and children since last August 28, told me they understand sanctuary as a verb, rather than a noun. They first 

provided sanctuary to families fleeing civil unrest and persecution (of union organizers) in Guatemala in 1984. 

Their pastor, Ted Loder, wrote a book about the experience, No One But Us: Personal Reflections on Public 

Sanctuary. Pastor Bob Coombe told me that the church has received lots of support from the Sanctuary 

Movement and from people in the community drawn by this boundary-breaking ministry of justice and love. He 

also assured me he would be happy to meet with us and support us. 

 

Rather than a traditional vote or debate concerning pros and cons, please simply pray about this opportunity and 

share with me whether you feel called to help in this ministry or not. Knowing as little as I do, I believe we will 

only be able to serve in this way together. I plan to make an opportunity for conversation during and after 

worship this Sunday (gathered around the story of the Samaritan who cared for the needs of the man who was 

robbed and left for dead).  

 

Thank you all for journeying this Way with me! I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

Peace! 
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

VBS 2019. WONDER-WORKING FAITH 

Join us August 19-23 from 6-8pm for a fun week exploring our faith life!! We will 

gather in the sanctuary at 6pm for some songs and conversation with Pastor Bo and 

Decker the Crab.  We will gather in groups, have dinner, rotate through making craft 

projects, science activities and group relays and games!! We will reassemble at the end of the evening for some 

time with Pastor Bo and Decker before going home.  

Dinner menu, color of the night and mission project will be posted soon. We will gather on Wednesday night at 

C-Line Stables for an evening of work in the Covenant garden, horseback riding, games and dinner.  

Registration forms are available now in the Narthex and online. Please mark your calendar and plan to join 

us!!!! 

 

VBS- IT TAKES A VILLAGE!   

We will soon begin creating the backdrop, planning the crafts and games, shopping for and getting ready to 

prepare food for 5 nights of meals and snacks for the kids of St. Paul’s and our community and....WE NEED 

YOUR HELP!!!  VBS will be held August 19-23 from 6-8 PM. We need as many hands as possible to make 

this happen. Please check the board outside the kitchen in the Narthex and sign up (multiple times are 

encouraged!) to help out with meal prep, set up, clean up, shopping for food, taking charge of a meal...the list 

goes on. We will have a short VBS meeting on July 28 at 9:45 AM to go over plans and answer any questions. 

The more in attendance the better. Please prayerfully consider joining in the fun and excitement that is VBS at 

St. Paul’s. We need you! 

Also... 

We love our kids of St Paul’s!!  All ages, shapes, sizes, abilities and voices!! And we love to have them 

participate in worship. They make us smile, chuckle under our breath, laugh out loud, sing with a little more 

gusto and they make us think.  Think about what we believe, how we live our lives as examples of Christ, how 

we want to be seen and remembered, and how we can help raise them up. Sometimes these beautiful kids come 

with snuggles and smiles, sometimes with squirminess and a voice! We love it all and want to encourage 

families to include our kids in worship. There are bags and coloring books by the door into the sanctuary, there 

are sheets for older children shared by greeters, there are a variety of quiet play items in the Kids Prayground at 

the back of the sanctuary. Please help yourself to any of these items. We are in the process of assembling 

additional bags of quiet play items that you can use during worship. (Look for these in the coming weeks!). If 

you feel your child needs a break to run around, play with toys, read books or watch a video, the Nursery is 

always open and we are restocking and updating the toys. You are welcome to take your child and stay as long 

as you wish. There are speakers in the nursery so you can hear (and sing along with) the music, announcements, 

the sermon and celebration of communion. We are trying to create a continuum of support for families of young 

children and encourage fluid movement in and out of the nursery if needed and full use of any materials we 

have out for the kids. Our first choice is to have them in worship but all options are available to fit the needs of 

the kids and family on any given Sunday!  Our St. Paul’s family loves our kids!!!!! 

 

ST. PAUL’S PAINTING – BY: DAVID OHLERKING…DONATIONS!  

You may have noticed the painting of St Paul’s church on display in the Narthex. 

If not, take a look in the next couple of weeks. David Ohlerking is a traveling 

plain air artist who has been visiting Odessa this past spring and summer. You 

may have seen him painting local buildings and scenes as you drive through town. 

He has studios in Odessa and Doylestown, PA. His impressionist style paintings 

have been featured in pop up art shows at the Gibby Center in Middletown, the 

Historic Houses’ Bank in Odessa and most recently as a fundraiser at the Old St. 

Paul’s in Odessa as a benefit for the Odessa Women’s Club. He drives a colorfully 

painted car and welcomes people stopping to chat and see his works in progress as 
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well as encourages all the kids who pass by to take some paint and add their artistic touch to his car!  David has 

graciously painted this picture of St. Paul’s and has offered to sell it for $200 that is to be donated to the Odessa 

Women’s Club.  

 

If you are interested in contributing to the purchase of this painting for us to have on display permanently in the 

church please put your name on the list in the Narthex. If we get 10 people willing to contribute $20 it can be 

ours. If we get 20 people it would only be $10 per person. We will see how many people are interest over the 

next few weeks of summer and make a determination about a purchase. David is donating his time and the 

money will be paid directly to the Odessa Women’s Club. 

 

United Methodist Men News  

Staying on Par With God Golf outing will NOT be held on the Third Monday in July due 

to Odessa National having and event. However, we will be gathering on Monday, July 22 

at 9 AM! More info to follow as time nears! Pass the word and God Bless........ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVENANT GARDEN     
On Thursday, July 4 John Harmer and myself harvested the following and as Neighborhood House was closed 

veggies were delivered to friends of St. Paul's. 6 lbs. string beans, 16 zucchini, 25 squash, 16 okra, and 7 

cucumbers.  On Monday, July 8 John Harmer, Alan Martin, and myself harvested the following for delivery to 

Neighborhood House; 4lbs. string beans, 9 zucchini, 20 squash, 5 cucumbers, 27 okra, and 29 cherry tomatoes. 

God Blessed the Covenant Garden with 3/10" of rain for the week. 

ATTENTION: Work Detail for Saturday morning, July 13 at 8 AM for about an hour! All Help Welcome! 

Thanks and God Bless......Paul Loder 

ISAIAH 61:11 For as the earth brings forth it's shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so 

the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations... 

 

PFLAG PLANNING    

Diane, Sandy and I completed the review of the docs sent from National for our PFLAG Chapter, which we 

signed and emailed back to them, this is a busy month for them, so not sure how quickly they will be turned 

around to allow us to complete the EIN# and Register with The State of Delaware, which will be the next step, 

will keep you informed when we here back. 

We are hoping that everyone will spread the word to people who would be interested in coming to the meetings, 

especially for everyone who may be interested from outside our St. Paul community. We will be meeting the 

third Thursday of the month beginning in August. Please put these dates on your calendar: August 15th, 

September 19th, October 17th, November 21st, and December 19th. If you have any questions email works best 

for Vermont, our cell coverage is not great but you may try 802-279-8100. Peace, Mark Holden   
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DROP-IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAY at 11 am 

The Drop-In Bible Study is about to finish studying the book of Acts and will be starting the book of Genesis on 

Wednesday, July 10 at 11 AM.  We'd love to have more folks join us and learn more about Genesis.  You don't 

have to be a Bible scholar to participate; just read the verses designated each week in our study guide and join 

in the conversation on what was read.  The books are only $8.00 and will last for 18 weeks.  If you can't make it 

each and every week, that's no problem.  Just "drop-in" whenever you are available.  

 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 8:30 Praise Team Practice – Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  
 Thursday, July 25 – 6:30 PM Worship Team Meeting 

 Thursday, July 25 – 7 PM NAMI Meeting 

 Sunday, July 28 – 9:45 AM VBS Meeting 

 Thursday, August 1 – 6:30 PM SPRC Meeting 

 Friday-Saturday, August 2-3 – Leadership Retreat 

 Thursday, August 15 – 6:30 PM PFLAG Group Meeting 

 Saturday, August 17 – MOT Peach Festival 

 Monday-Friday, August 19-23 – Vacation Bible School from 6-8 PM 

 Saturday, August 24 – 8 AM UMM Men’s Breakfast 

 Saturday, August 24 – 2-7 PM Youth Group Pool Party & Picnic at Ronnie & Charlotte Miller's Home 

 Tuesday, August 27 – 6:30 PM Finance Meeting 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Administrative Assistant & Treasurer  stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 

 

 JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and worship folder but for HIPAA reasons 

PLEASE get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

PRAYERS FOR: Jeanne Buckworth’s upcoming surgery (which was postponed) will now be July 23 or 25 
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CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

Guyer family on the loss of Marylou Guyer 

John & Elaine Guy & family on the loss of 

John's father, James Guy   

David & Carol Pearl 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

 

Cards of well wishes may be sent to Dave & Carol Pearl at the following address: 

12418 Hound Ears Pt. 

Knoxville, TN  37934 

C/O Terry Zimmer 

      

BIRTHDAYS

July 13  Beverly Gordy 

  Phil Elliott 

  Joy Gordy-Stith 

  Jack Rowley 

July 15  Michael Holland 

July 17  Marjory Lloyd 

  Jordan Rodriguez 

  Donna Shank 

  

           

Gentle Office Reminders 
 Disbursement Vouchers are located in the mail bin outside the church office if anyone needs to 

be reimbursed. Please turn in within 30 days. Also, please attach any receipts to go along, as well. Thank 

you. 

 

 REMINDER to please click SHARE on our Facebook page to get the word out 

about events happening at St. Paul’s. 

 

 If you have updates for the weekly Midweek, please email exactly what you would like added no 

later than Monday morning to stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org and COPY Kristineknarr74@gmail.com. 

 

Church Child Care Provider at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
406 Main Street Odessa, DE 19730 (stpaulsodessa.org) 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is seeking a part time child-care provider to supervise infants 

through 5-year-old children for four hours on Sunday mornings from 8:15 am to 12:15 pm. We 

are seeking a caring professional who enjoys spending time with children. The successful 

applicant will be responsible for engaging with children in fun, developmentally appropriate 

activities, and keeping the nursery in order under the supervision of the Family Life Coordinator. 

The pay rate is $15 per hour.  

Responsibilities: 

. Provide appropriate care and play as necessary 

. Maintain order and cleanliness of room after use 

. Maintain the sign in/dismissal logbook 

. Notify Family Life Coordinator of needs or concerns 

. On Sundays when no children are in attendance in the nursery, assist the Family Life 

Coordinator with children’s programs 

Qualifications: 

. Experience in caring for children between the ages of 0 to 5 years 

. High School Diploma or GED 

. Must be 18 years of age or older, provide three non-relative references  

. Completion of CPR and First Aid Training 

. Background check will be completed at the expense of the church 

Please submit resume along with references and certifications to the attention of Vicki Spence, 

Family Life Coordinator at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, PO Box 253, Odessa DE 19730 

or by email to stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org 
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A Call to Action in Response to the Plight of Migrants 

Dear Friends, 

I've joined Bishop Minerva Carcaño, chair of the United Methodist Immigration Task 

Force, Thomas Kemper, general secretary of the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR), and Harriet Olson, general secretary of United Methodist Women in this call to 

action in response to the plight of migrants.  

The call to action says, in part:  

 

We give God thanks for United Methodists who are providing compassionate care to migrants at 

the border. Border Conferences have established relief centers for migrants. United Methodists 

from other regions of the country continue to support migrants seeking asylum with their time, 

talent and treasures. United Methodist congregations across the country have opened their doors 

to provide sanctuary for those immigrants whose lives would be endangered if they were to be 

deported to their home countries. UMCOR has been a partner in assisting this connectional work. 

The General Board of Church and Society has led us faithfully in our advocacy work in support 

of justice for the migrant and the immigrant. United Methodist Women have also been a strong 

voice in advocating for the rights of immigrant children and families. 

Let’s continue to do this good and faithful work. Join us in these actions: 

• Give to the Advance # 3022144 for Migration. Go to UMCOR – Global Migration for further 

information. 

• Join the General Board of Church and Society in our United Methodist advocacy work 

alongside migrants. Speak out to end child detention by sending drawings and letters from 

United Methodists of all ages to Congress and the White House. 

• Encourage your UMW unit to join the action plan set forth at the United Methodist 

Women website. 

• We ask that you also speak up in support of persons in Sanctuary and the churches 

supporting them. In the past week, we have become aware of the Trump Administration’s most 

recent attack on immigrants who are living in Sanctuary in congregations, among them United 

Methodist congregations, as they seek to fight for justice in their deportation cases. The federal 

government is issuing fines of up to $500,000 to these immigrants in Sanctuary. This is an 

egregiously punitive tactic causing great fear and anxiety to immigrant brothers and sisters who 

are already deeply burdened by the stress of their circumstances. 

• Support United Methodist Sanctuary congregations and the immigrants in Sanctuary by 

praying for them and by sending them a postcard expressing such support. At the end of 

this letter is the list of multiple United Methodist Sanctuary churches and those immigrant 

friends whom they are hosting. 

Take this moment to act. It will make a difference in these challenging times in the lives of 

suffering immigrants and the brave churches who are ministering to them. 

Read the entire statement on our website, which includes the addresses of United Methodist 

Sanctuary congregations where you can send postcards.  

Peace, Susan Henry-Crowe 


