MIDWEEK
April 10, 2019

1

Reaching Out

with acts of love & compassion

Pak-a-Sak...29 bags/102 items collected. Our senior high youth sorted and bagged and Bill & Margie Apps
delivered to our friends at the Neighborhood House. A huge thanks to ALL.
YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $359.30 and went to support “El
Ayudante Child, Yesprin.” Thank you all so much for your generosity!
This Sunday, April 14th, the Yellow Hat offering will go to help support “Our Daily Bread.”
UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE
April 14 – Our Daily Bread
April 21 – National Donate Gift of Life
April 28 – Cystic Fibrosis
YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO DEEP ROOTS @ CLAIRVAUX FARM
Earlville Maryland - Monday, June 17-Friday, June 21
Youth 6th grade + up
Sign up sheet is in the Narthex. The cost is: $50/youth - $75/parent
Deep Roots at Clairvaux Farm offers a residential program to
end the cycle of homelessness in families. This includes
transitional housing, meals, transportation, and other related
services including the support, friendship & service of the onsite community. There are apartments and dorms for up to 12
families with children available.
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Reaching Up to praise
God in vibrant worship
Sunday, April 14, 2019 – Palm Sunday
Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Studies at 9:45 a.m.
Scripture: Luke 19:28-40
Synopsis: Jesus’ Palm Sunday triumphal entry
into Jerusalem is such an iconic moment, it’s hard
to come to the story with awareness for the subtle
nuances that birth transformative learning and
growth. I’m intrigued this time around with the
donkey who bore Christ – a story the details of
which take up half of the narrative. Half. And that
crucial, repeated code phrase: “The Lord has need
of it.” Think of that! The Lord has need! What
could the Lord possibly need? This Savior of the
World who alone is without sin, who is one with
God, and who heals the sick, raises the dead,
walks on water, and controls the sea. What need
has such a one as this from the likes of us? From a
lowly, borrowed beast of burden. Yet this story
hinges on this need of the Lord – of God. Perhaps
here is such a transforming moment as we seek in
the Word of God: The Lord has need of you, and
of me. We are necessary, even crucial, in this
grand story of hope and redemption. Hosanna
indeed!

Serving in Worship This Sunday
WORSHIP COORDINATOR
Ushers: June Stemmle

8:30 AM
Paul Loder, Greg Apps,
John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor,
Dave Pearl

11 AM
Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton, John
Harmon & Charlii Miller

Liturgist: Alice Mullins
Greeters: Johanna Learish
Acolytes: Megan Reitzes
Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas

Carlotta Cline
Noel & Rosalie Lukens
Morgan Wallace
Megan Reitzes - 2 Chalices 1 loaf + plate
of non-gluten
Vickie Bush, Michael Kennedy, and
Carlotta Cline

Ellie Leuliette
Gary Duren
Zach Pompeo
3 Chalices 1 loaf
+ plate of non-gluten
Steve & Nadine Johnson and
Ellie Leuliette
Nancy Bleistine and Tracy WallsPulling
Brenda Shaffer
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon
Choir Communion Servers:
Young Disciples
Word in Song
Flowers: Janet Rowley
Fellowship: Sandy Urstadt
Counters: Sandy Urstadt

Ellie Leuliette

Palms in honor of Palm Sunday
Lynda Whitehead, Lynda Lambert, Lois Loder, Cheryl Martin, Beth Hickey, Cathy
Blanco, Mary Ingram
Sharon Hunnicutt & Carolyn Stanley
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April 10, 2019 Pastoral Letter
Dear Saints at St. Paul’s,
I’ve been drinking up a book on the parables
of Jesus by Bernard Brandon Scott, Re-Imagine
the World: An Introduction to the Parables of
Jesus (Santa Rosa, CA: Polebridge, 2001). Scott
writes that the parable as a form of
communication undermines/overturns the status
quo (the way things are), while myth solidifies
the accepted way of understanding and living in
the world. In his parable expositions, Scott
demonstrates that the myths of the Church and
State have “defanged” the parables of Jesus – his principle and most fundamental teaching available to us in the
gospels. I enjoyed the unique interpretations Scott offers as he sheds light on the peculiar words and style of the
parables that have been long overshadowed by a conspiracy of tradition and apology that began with the
collection that became the synoptic gospels.
For example, mustard seeds grow into invasive weeds – and no gardener in her right mind would
deliberately plant them in a garden. The parable demonstrates how a garden is overtaken, even despoiled, just as
the leaven a woman kneads into three measures of flour (enough for bread to feed over a hundred people,
recalling Sarai’s three measures of flour for their divine guests) is a non-kosher substance Jews removed from
their kitchens – and their loaves – to observe holy days and seasons. The later versions of the parable of the
mustard seeds include rhapsodies on the cedars of Lebanon (a kingdom image if ever there was one – but
perhaps more of an earthly than the divine one Jesus was trying to get across). The offensive nature of leaven
and mustard weeds called (and still call those of us who gather at Jesus’ feet) to awaken from our infatuation
with the kingdoms of this world and consider a new, in breaking reality.
Scott describes this reality of a divine empire (as opposed to Caesar’s) in three coordinates that emerge from
his teaching through the parables. The first coordinate, noted above, involves the blurring of the distinction
between clean and unclean, holy and impure. By describing God and God’s presence with things banned as
unclean, Jesus teaches that God is also unclean. And if God is unclean, then the presumptuous distinctions we
make between sacred and profane/ordinary things and persons lose their power to define people, especially, as
other than the delight of God.
The second coordinate of what Scott translates as the divine empire (the Kingdom of God in most English
translations) involves the dispersed nature of the divine presence – which amounts to God’s seeming absence,
or presence in absence. The parables tease and taunt us by exposing the bankruptcy of apocalyptic miraculous
rescue expectations. Instead of expecting a God too dangerously aligned with Rome, Jesus teaches us to realize
the God’s presence among us and within us, empowering us and setting us free from the blindness that prevents
us from joining joyfully in God’s liberating labor of love in the world.
Against a tired tale of scarcity and cutthroat competition, Jesus describes a realm God oversees with a third
coordinate: cooperation and community. The parable of the Good Samaritan jolts Jesus’ Jewish audience to
imagine a dangerous rogue as the hero who comes to their rescue. This is a different kind of empire, where even
our vilest enemies cooperate with us to bring healing and restoration, and unimaginable abundance of good will
and well-being. Such a world is better described than experienced, but Jesus called us all not only to imagine
this realm, but to live as if it existed already. Scott concludes, “we stand beside Jesus and trust that his world
will work, that it can provide the safe space – the empire of God – that resists all other empires” (p. 149). The
real world, these other empires, always threatens to destroy this reimagined world Jesus described with his
words and his life. He was crucified by this real world, certainly. But here’s the thing. We proclaim Jesus alive
as we live in faithfulness with Jesus to that reimagined realm of God where all are worthy, empowered, and
unified in the love of God!
Peace!
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VANCO: GIVING TO ST. PAUL’S MADE EASY!
One reason we love Giving online is because
sometimes we can’t get to church because of illness or
weather.
Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions and view your complete online
giving history from anywhere you have access to the Internet. Simply follow these easy steps:
1) Visit the church website at www.stpaulsodessa.org
2) Click on the Online Donation button,
3) Click on the Create Profile button, then
4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your
RECURRING CONTRIBUTIONS.
IT’S THAT EASY!!!

CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?!
Diane Shoun and I have been researching some ways to help our deaf and hearing-impaired congregants
enjoy the service more by actually being able to hear in REAL TIME what is going on without ambient noise
interfering. We have come up with a couple of viable possibilities, but need your help.
One is an app that is called MY EAR and costs $9.99 on any Apple device. We have also found others, like
one on Goggle or Texthear, that are free and can be used on any Android device. We have not made any
decisions yet on how to best implement their use during our services. Here’s we need YOUR help:
Do you have an old smart phone, android device, Kindle, iPad, etc. that you are willing to donate to the St.
Paul’s? It seems we can use the apps on them even if they won’t do anything else.
The other way you can help, is to volunteer to be “guinea pig” in our experiment by using one of the
devices with the app in your pew. We need to check it out in various parts of the church before we make a
decision. Basically, you just need to follow the service as it appears on the screen…it is not “attached” to you in
any way and is unobtrusive.
I will try and have a basket available for donated devices and a sign-up sheet for pew volunteers. Wouldn’t
it be wonderful to sit in the last pew and hear as well as the first pew! We are looking forward to your
participation.
June Stemmle & Diane Shoun

Do you talk with your hands?
As the St. Paul's family begins to nurture and develop its Deaf ministry, many people have mentioned an
interest in learning American Sign Language (ASL). In order to meet the needs of as many interested parties as
possible, please return the following information to Gail Garner (ggarner58@hotmail.com) as soon as possible.
The class will be geared towards students from age 15 and up (mature 13 and 14-year olds will be considered,
as well) Class sessions will be 90 minutes once a week, and will cost $2 per session. More details to follow.
I am interested in learning American Sign Language.
Name: ______________________________
Phone: ______________________________
Best time to meet:
1st choice - Day ________________ Time _________
2nd choice - Day ________________ Time _________
3rd choice - Day ________________ Time _________

email: ______________________________
text: _____yes _____no

-Gail S. Garner
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Reaching In

to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

Our theme for Lent is Christ’s Never-Ending Story. This Never-Ending Story of saving, steadfast love is
being told every day, all around us, in all of our lives. It has elements of action, intrigue, sorrow, rejoicing,
suspense, preparation and rejoicing. The story has been told for many years in many places... on a mountain, in
a garden, by a sea, in a valley, in a stable, on a hill....
During this season the colors of the tabernacle, where people of faith gathered to tell and listen to stories, are
represented behind the altar. The collection of books in the windows are another visual representation of our
theme of the Never-Ending Story. As we hoped, the titles and cover pictures of the books arranged in the
sanctuary have caused many to stop and pause, to ponder, to be curious, to want to know more. There has been
some interest in borrowing some of the books and we are happy to encourage that after Easter when we change
the seasonal elements =)
In the spirit of sharing stories, we invite you to search your shelves. If you have a favorite book or two that has
been helpful or meaningful to you along your journey and want to share, bring it in and place it in the basket by
the front door in the Narthex. We will build a community display on the table through Lent. After Easter if you
are willing to share your book with others put your name in it and maybe a notecard that tells why it is special
or how it has been helpful to you. We will set up a sign out process and share our favorite stories with each
other as we move beyond Easter and the Never-Ending Story.
This kind of storytelling and sharing is what we mean when we pledge to share our Witness – along with our
Prayers, Presence, Gifts, and Service. Some of us grew up with a different notion of that word – but witnessing
to others involves sharing the story of who we are in Christ. You are part o9f God’s miraculous, incredible,
never-ending story of saving love for the world!
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FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence
SUNDAY SCHOOL
This is an exciting time as we begin preparations for Spring, Lent and Easter. Please
mark your calendar for the upcoming Spring Activities in Sunday School.

Support VBS By Hand!
Chocolate covered Easter Eggs will be for sale as long as they last. Hurry this
Sunday to pick up a few more to replace those that you have eaten already!

Easter Sunday Easter Egg Hunt!!!!
All kids join us Easter morning at 9:45 for Easter Celebrations in
Sunday School including our annual Easter Egg Hunt. Jr. High will
hide the eggs and then younger kids will try to find them. Eggs will be
traded in for goodie bags and Easter celebrations will continue in
Sunday School rooms. We are looking forward to celebrating this special day with us!

Reach Up, Reach In, Reach Out! At the Spring Clean-Up

THIS Saturday, April13 from 9 AM-Noon
Bring the family for an hour or two or three to spruce up St. Paul’s to welcome our Easter guests! Sign Up in
the Narthex!

JOY (Just Older Youth) News
Thursday, April 11 those who have signed up for the JOY Event will meet at Ruby Tuesday at 5
PM for dinner and then go to the Everett Theater to see God’s Power and Light 7:30 PM
production of “The Little Princess.” Tickets will be available at the box office in St. Paul’s name.
Those who have paid for tickets to go to Sight and Sound on May 2, we should be getting the tickets in a week
or so. We have sat down with the list and tried to pair up drivers and riders and when the tickets come in, we
will assign seating and disburse the tickets.
Both of us have enjoyed our four years of co-chairing the JOY Committee but due to some health issues, we
will be resigning as of June 30, 2019. We have thought about making the JOY events into a Supper Club and
meeting every other month at different restaurants, and perhaps whomever takes over will go with that thought
or have some great ideas of their own. Thanks to all who have participated for a great four years.
---Ann Raymond and Phyllis Burris
We held an informational meeting about starting a PFLAG (Parents and Friends
of Lesbian and Gay Persons) chapter at St. Paul’s Thursday, April 11 at 6:00 PM in
the Fellowship Hall with 15 persons in attendance! Stay tuned for our next meeting.
PFLAG chapters provide support, education, and advocacy to families with LGBTQ
loved ones, allies, and LGBTQ people themselves. Typically, a chapter will host a
monthly support group meeting and educational program, find ways to provide
education on LGBTQ issues to community members, and advocate for LGBTQ
equality in our society’s institutions. Contact Mark Holden (mark@maholden.com)
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READ ALL ABOUT IT!
Please send all your news and jpg. photos for the Midweek to the office at: stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org
and COPY kristineknarr74@gmail.com. We don’t want to miss anyone’s news!!

United Methodist Men News
United Methodist Men's Bible Study will continue EACH TUESDAY in APRIL at 9 AM in
Fellowship Hall. Hap Bonham will once again facilitate the studies. Remember to bring your
Bible however if you should forget St. Paul's has extras! COFFEE & DONUTS PROVIDED.
Staying on Par with God will continue the first and third Mondays of each month thru
October. St. Paul's United Methodist Men invite all men of St. Paul's and their families or
guests to participate in this spiritual event. For more info contact Paul 302-229-0046.
God Bless! See you April 15!
UMM Breakfast Meeting has been RESCHEDULED to Saturday, May 4 at 8 AM in St. Paul’s Fellowship
Hall. Let's jump start our first UMM gathering of 2019! Lots of GOOD NEWS to discuss. This is also the
meeting we purchase water for Silver Lake School Field Day.
Health Ministry Team News
Health Ministries Program: “Backache”
Thursday, May 23 from 7-8:30 PM
If you have lower back pain you are not alone. Sometime in their life time 80 percent of adults experience low
back pain. Men and women are equally affected by low back pain. It is the most common cause of job- related
disabilities and missed work days. So how do we relieve back pain and avoid having back pain? A workshop
focusing on relieving back pain and importantly teaching ways to avoid back pain will be provided by Drs.
Ryan and Salinger, Doctors of Physical Therapy. They shall provide strategies to reduce and manage back pain,
proper body mechanics for lifting and Postural Education. Come and have your questions and concerns
addressed by our knowledgeable speakers.
Come and have your questions and concerns addressed by our knowledgeable speakers.
Please be advised that this program is open to men and women. Our former Women’s Health Program is now
Health Ministries Program. -Ann Newswanger, Parish Nurse

DROP IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAYS at 11 AM
We will continue studying the Book of Acts.

ST. PAUL’S STAFF
Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor
pastor@stpaulsodessa.org
Alice Mullins, Administrative Assistant & Treasurer stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org
Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator
familylife@stpaulsodessa.org
Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist
jmanderson@ccps.org
Duane Dillard, Accompanist
duanedillard@gmail.com
Tyler Meade, Choral Accompanist
meadetc3@gmail.com
Jeanne Hatton
Organist Emeritus

302-373-5143
302-378-2420
302-598-8768
610-761-9818
410-620-4650
484-643-6093
302-378-1670
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Easter Sunday Breakfast after Sunrise Service?
We’re wondering if anyone is interested in getting together after the 7:00 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service at the
January House yard overlooking the Appoquinimink River (2 Main Street, Odessa - last home on the right).
There won’t be a whole lot of time before our 8:30 worship service, and interest has waned in the past few
years. Please contact the church office if you’d like to share breakfast with St. Paul’s folk after the Sunrise
Service and how you could help make that happen. Thank you!

Sharps/Meds Collection at the Middletown Police Department 130 Hampden Road, Middletown, DE 19709

Saturday, April 27, 2019 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
This is a great opportunity to responsibly and safely dispose of sharps and expired
meds. Spread the word! Thanks to our Middletown Police Department and SN4C.
WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC
W Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM
W Boy Scouts – Mondays 7-8:30 PM
W UMM Bible Study -Tuesdays, 9:00 AM
W Cub Scouts – Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 6:30-8:30 PM
W Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Tuesdays 6:30 PM
W Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM
W TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM
W St. Paul’s Ringers Rehearsal – Wednesdays 6:30 PM
W 8:30 Praise Team Practice – Wednesday 6:30 PM
W NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM
W Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays
W AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM
W Youth Group – 1st and 3rd Sundays 7-8:30 PM in Fellowship Hall
UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
W Monday, April 8 – 6:30 PM Health Ministries Meeting
W Tuesday, April 9 – 6:30 PM Trustees Meeting
W Wednesday, April 10 – 1 PM Membership Meeting
W Wednesday, April 10 – 2 PM Worship Arts Meeting
W Thursday, April 11 – 6 PM PFLAG Info Meeting
W Thursday, April 11 “JOY” Gathering starting at 5 PM
W Saturday, April 13 – 9AM-Noon Trustee-sponsored Church Spring Clean Up from
W Sunday, April 14 - Sunday, April 21 – Holy Week
W Sunday, April 14 – 11 AM Palm Sunday Cantata: Light Into Darkness, for Choir and Strings
W Monday, April 15 – 6:30 PM Leadership Team Meeting
W Thursday, April 18 – 7 PM Holy Thursday Communion Service
W Friday, April 19 – Noon-3 PM Good Friday Prayer Vigil (Sanctuary or wherever you are)
W Friday, April 19 – 7 PM Seven Last Words Service at Dale UMC
W Sunday, April 21 – 7 AM Easter Sunrise Service on the January House property at 2 Main St.
Odessa (in addition to worship and welcome of new members at 8:30 and 11!)
W Saturday, May 4 UMM Breakfast at 8 AM in Fellowship Hall
JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website
(www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to
get your concerns on our prayer list. Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the
list by emailing stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most
assured way that your request will be added to the mid-week and worship folder but for HIPAA
reasons PLEASE get permission before adding.
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We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-to-date
information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church office to schedule.
Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.
PRAYERS FOR: Helen George & Family on the loss of her sister, Ann; Michael Whitehead
CONTINUED PRAYERS:
Sue Austin
Susan Gross
Cindy
Angela Lovett
Emma Apps
Ingram Family on the loss of Mary’s brother-inlaw, Noal Falan

Martin family on the loss of Cheryl's Father,
Henry Hasting
Betty Hastings
Maggie McCombs
David Koski
Glembocki Family

BIRTHDAYS
April 10
April 12
April 13

Jacob Guise
Liam O’Hop
Charlotte Smith
John Halloran
Pam Whitmer

April 16

April 17
April 10
April 11
April 13

Barbara Bonham
Carole Harmon
Josh Reitzes
Jessica Schrum
Adaline Tokash
Brandon Wallace

ANNIVERSARIES
Frank & Karen Fitzwater
Whitney & Joshua Smith
Maryann Kearns

Linda Botsford's Dad is celebrating his 100th birthday on April 13. If you would like to
send him a card, please send to: Grant Gross, 28 South Genesee St. Fillmore, N. Y.
14735.

Gentle Office Reminders
W Stewardship of the building is extremely important as we take care of our privilege to have a building
that is safe and secure. We also want to make sure it is welcoming to our guests so please discard any
litter you see in the church yard. Thank you.
W Please honor Pastor Bo’s Sabbath day which is Friday.
W Please be so kind as to announce your presence as you enter the Church during the week. Thank you.

Kent Chamber Choir Sings Bach & Vivaldi to Celebrate Easter
Join the Kent Chamber Choir Saturday, April 13, at 7 pm at the Dover
Presbyterian Church (54 S. State St. Dover, Delaware) for
their Easter season concert featuring Baroque works by J. S. Bach (Christ lag in
Todesbanden, BWV 4) and Antonio Vivaldi (Gloria, RV 589), directed by
James Wilson and featuring countertenor, Augustin Mercante. KCC is a 20voice chamber choir and will be joined by a Baroque chamber Orchestra with
Amos Fayette, concertmaster, and T. J. Thomas, harpsichord. Tickets
$10(Students free with ID), Available starting March 1 at
www.kentchamberchoir.org or at the door. (Pastors Bo and Vicki Gordy-Stith,
Joy Gordy-Stith, and Jim Hawkins are members of this choir!)
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Presented by The Griffin Theatre, see "Godspell" from every direction as we bring this high energy
retelling of the book of Matthew to life in the round! Our actors will take
center stage with the audience surrounding them on all sides.
A small group of people help Jesus Christ tell different parables by using a
wide variety of games, storytelling techniques and a hefty dose of comic
timing. An eclectic blend of songs, ranging in style from pop to vaudeville, is
employed as the story of Jesus' life dances across the stage. Dissolving
hauntingly into the Last Supper and the Crucifixion, Jesus' messages of
kindness, tolerance and love come vibrantly to life.
Shows: Fridays 4/5/19 & 4/12/19 at 7:30 pm, Saturdays 4/6/19 & 4/13/19 at
2:00 pm
Location: Evergreen Church at the Commodore Macdonough Center, 1701 S.
DuPont Hwy, St. Georges, DE 19733 (at the base of the St. Georges Bridge on
the northerly side).

God’s Power and Light Company
is a Christian theater group that
has been performing at the Everett
Theater in Middletown twice a
year for over 30 years. We have
around 8 people from our
congregation that are members
and perform at various
shows. We are always looking
for new people to join us. If not
acting we are always in the need
for stage, tech, lights, concession,
ushering, etc. Our spring
production is “the Little
Princess,” which starred Shirley
Temple. It is a wonderful show,
not only for little girls, but guys
enjoy “the magic” too. Please tell
your friends. The money we
raise, allows us to give our own
members scholarships, help others
in need, and missions trips. I will
have tickets at church if interested
at a discounted price. Our JOY
club is planning on dinner and the
show on Thursday, April 11th.
-- Charlotte Miller

God’s Power and Light Company
proudly presents

Book by

Adapted from

Vera Morris

Frances Hodgson Burnetts

Music & Lyrics

“Sara Crew”

Bill Francoeur

director
Cheryl Shields

~

musical director
Linda Harting

pianist
~ Chris Ponce

Special Guests~Jhankaar Dance Academy
April 11th, 12th, 13th, 2019 Curtain 7:30
Sunday Matinee April 14 Curtain 2PM
Adult tickets: $12 advanced purchase ~ $14 at the door
Students (2-17): $8 advanced purchase ~ $10 at the door
For tickets or information call 302-602-1638

The Everett Theatre, 47 W. Main St., Middletown, DE
Produced by special arrangements with Pioneer Drama services, inc
P.O. Box 4267, Englewood, CO 80155-4267
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