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     MIDWEEK  

March 13, 2019 

Reaching Out with acts of love & compassion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2nd Annual 

MOT 

Community 

“Rise Against 

Hunger” 

Event 

 

THIS past Saturday, March 9th about 44 people from St. Paul’s came out with other MOT Community 

Organizations to help assemble meals which benefit developing countries.  Last year over 300 community 

volunteers, many young children, had a fantastic time packing over 30,000 meals.  It was a great learning 

opportunity for our young children to learn how to give back.  “Rise Against Hunger” is an international relief 

organization.  Or more information visit www.RiseAgainstHunger.org   
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Please find the following link below for more photos from MOT Rise Against Hunger on Saturday, March 9, 

2019: https://www.flickr.com/photos/99186075@N05/albums/72157679256794828  

 

YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $623.03 and went to support “UDance.”  

Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

This Sunday, March 17, the Yellow Hat offering will go to help support “Habitat for 

Humanity.” 

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE  

March 17 – Habitat for Humanity 

March 24 – Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of Delaware 

March 31 – UMCOR One Great Hour of Sharing 

 

Creative Mentoring at Silverlake Elementary School – Is God Calling You? 
Creative Mentoring, a program of Connecting Generations, supports in-

school mentoring programs in New Castle, Kent, and Sussex counties of 

Delaware. Several of our members and friends at St. Paul’s have enjoyed 

mentoring relationships with children attending Silverlake Elementary 

School. Currently, our pastor, Bo Gordy-Stith, mentors two children every Wednesday morning, but you 

can bless a child at Silverlake with just a half hour of your time each week. 

Research shows that a strong mentoring relationship can be one of the most important relationships in a 

child’s development. Mentoring helps children achieve success in school and life by helping to build self-

esteem, self-confidence, interpersonal communication skills, social values, aspirations, and school engagement. 

Through personal, one-on-one time in schools, mentors work with students to develop their unique qualities and 

to reach their full potential. 

For more information, please contact our pastor (in person or via email: pastor@stpaulsodessa.org or 

text/cell: 302-373-5143) or go online https://connecting-generations.org/become-a-delaware-mentor/  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/99186075@N05/albums/72157679256794828
mailto:pastor@stpaulsodessa.org
mailto:pastor@stpaulsodessa.org
https://connecting-generations.org/become-a-delaware-mentor/
https://connecting-generations.org/become-a-delaware-mentor/
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Reaching Up  
to praise God in vibrant worship 
 

 
We have a lot of wonderful surprises in store for you in 

worship this Lent. These include a dance, special music, a string 

quartet (!), our wonderful handbell choir, a resurrection 

breakfast – outdoor worship, and a drama in which everyone 

will play a part in witnessing the resurrection. 

 

A very special thanks to Jan Corbi, Vicki Spence, Wendy 

Wallace, and Ellie Leuliette for their creativity and dedication 

in preparing our worship space.  

 
Thanks to Gail Garner, we have ASL interpretation every Sunday at our 8:30 am 
worship service! 

Sunday, March 17, 2019 

Scripture: Genesis 15:1-12, 

17-18 

Theme: Forever Promised 

Lent: Christ’s Never-Ending Story 

Synopsis for Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

(Forever Promised)  

Key Verse:  He brought him outside and 

said, “Look toward heaven and count 

the stars, if you are able to count them.” 

Then he said to him, “So shall your 

descendants be.” (Genesis 15:5) 

 

Are we there yet? That age-old question of 

every child tired of the journey, wells up 

in our souls in this journey of life. And 

later, as the journey of life lengthens 

ahead of us (as well as behind us), 

throwing curves we could not have 

anticipated or planned for, we sometimes 

despair of arriving at all. Emily Dickinson 

wrote, “Hope is the thing with feathers 

that perches in the soul and sings the tune 

without the words and never stops at all.” 

This ancient passage from the Genesis 

scroll resonates with anyone who has been 

tempted to stop listening to the song of 

hope along the way that threatens to be no 

way. “What can we do now?” We ask. 

“Where do we go from here?” God invites 

us to lose ourselves again in the vastness 

of a dark, star-spangled sky, and 

remember the promise, which cannot be 

broken. It’s the promise of hope and a 

future – a vast family beyond counting.  

 

REGULAR WORSHIP at 8:30 & 11 

AM 

Yellow Hat Offering, this Sunday, goes 

to support UDance 
ADULT STUDIES 

Pastor Bo will be facilitating in 

Fellowship Hall Sunday from 9:45-

10:45. We will be using the practice of 

Lectio Divina (Latin for Holy Listening) 

to experience and explore the scripture 

for next week’s worship, Genesis 15:1-

12, 17-18 
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PASTORAL LETTER 

FOR WEDNESDAY,  

March 13, 2019  

 
Dear Saints of St. Paul’s, 

 

Welcome to the second week of Lent! 

Perhaps you have made a decision to 

engage in some spiritual practice or 

discipline throughout this season, and 

if so, I pray you are experiencing not 

only the challenges, but also the 

blessings of that discipline in your life 

with Christ. Particularly if you are 

engaging in a new practice, please 

remember that your progress will not 

be linear, but erratically up and down. 

What is more, you will benefit more from the apparent losses than the apparent triumphs. So remember to give 

yourself the grace that God gives to you, a beloved child, and withhold judgment about whether this is working 

or not while you are working things out on this journey of faith. 

 

Keeping a journal can be an especially helpful practice in monitoring these larger trends that underlie our daily 

experience. One of the greatest benefits of journaling is looking back with the benefit of a more comprehensive 

perspective of time and identifying patterns impossible to see in the moment (even in the moment you are 

recording them in a journal!). At times, it may even seem like God had a hand in the subconsciously ironic way 

you phrased a thought or an observation. Which is a lot of fun in retrospect. (I always like to say God loves a 

good show.) 

 

My father often reminded me to remain faithful in the valley to decisions I had made on the mountaintop. Don’t 

change your course, he would counsel, in the midst of the jungle, having charted a course from the clarity of the 

mountaintop, hard as it may be, else you will be truly lost. So as the days unfold this season of Lent, trust the 

course the Holy Spirit has inspired you to set for yourself on this journey and put one foot in front of the other. 

The inevitable difficulties and setbacks that accompany striving for new accomplishments are not signs that 

something has gone wrong but a confirmation that the path you have chosen is sufficiently challenging. 

 

God has graced you with two powerful allies in this journey.  

 

The first is the great story of faith of which you are also a part. “Since we are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses,” Hebrews 12:1 assures us, “let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.” Our 

worship theme this lent is “Christ’s Never-Ending Story” (hence, the books that line our windowsills!). That 

great story of God’s steadfast love, and the great cloud of witnesses who have gone before us, cheers us on as 

we run this race of faith.  

 

The other ally God blesses you with: the companions on this Way – the other followers of Christ who are 

also answering God’s call to live more faithfully alongside you. We can encourage one another, pray for one 

another (please, sisters and brothers in Christ, let’s remember to pray for and with one another often on this 

journey), and help one another in good times and bad, sharing both joys and sorrows on this Way with Jesus. 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 
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Pictorial Directory 

Consider being a part of our St. Paul’s Pictorial Directory. This is a helpful tool for you to learn everyone’s 

names and for them to get to know you. The photographer will be here on 3/27, 3/28, 3/29, 3/30 and 4/1. 

Everyone gets a free 8x 10 picture and their own directory. There is still time to make your appointment so 

contact the church office. 

 

Serving in Worship This Sunday 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 11 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Dave Pearl 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton, John 

Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Ann Newswanger Steve Johnson 

Greeters: Johanna Learish Alice Mullins John & Elayne Guy 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes Kendall Reitzes 

 

Zach Pompeo  

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas  Patti & John Harmer - 2 Chalices 1 loaf + 

plate of non-gluten 

3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon Josh & Megan Reitzes and  

Ann Newswanger 

Gay Owens, Dave Workman  

and Steve Johnson 

Choir Communion Servers:  Mark & Sue Holden 

Young Disciples Ellie Leuliette Ellie Leuliette 

Word in Song  How Beautiful 

Flowers: Janet Rowley John & Patti Harmer in memory of Joseph Grigoletti, Jr. 

Fellowship: Julie Packard Barbara Moore, Pam Whitmer, Joy Littell, Helen Downes,  

Sibyl Pompeo, Janice Thompson, Faye Taylor 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Faye Taylor & Sandy Urstadt 

 

 

Do you talk with your hands? 
As the St. Paul's family begins to nurture and develop its Deaf ministry, many people have mentioned an 

interest in learning American Sign Language (ASL). In order to meet the needs of as many interested parties as 

possible, please return the following information to Gail Garner (ggarner58@hotmail.com) as soon as possible. 

The class will be geared towards students from age 15 and up (mature 13 and 14-year olds will be considered, 

as well) Class sessions will be 90 minutes once a week, and will cost $2 per session. More details to follow. 

 

 

I am interested in learning American Sign Language. 

Name: ______________________________                         email: ______________________________ 

                      

Phone: ______________________________                                   text: _____yes _____no 

 

Best time to meet: 

1st choice - Day     ________________   Time _________ 

2nd choice - Day     ________________   Time _________ 

3rd choice - Day     ________________   Time _________ 

  

Gail S. Garner   
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ 

 

 
Our theme for Lent is Christ’s Never-Ending Story. This Never-Ending Story of saving, steadfast love is 

being told every day, all around us, in all of our lives. It has elements of action, intrigue, sorrow, rejoicing, 

suspense, preparation and rejoicing. The story has been told for many years in many places... on a mountain, in 

a garden, by a sea, in a valley, in a stable, on a hill....  

 

During this season the colors of the tabernacle, where people of faith gathered to tell and listen to stories, are 

represented behind the alter. The collection of books in the windows are another visual representation of our 

theme of the Never-Ending Story. As we hoped, the titles and cover pictures of the books arranged in the 

sanctuary have caused many to stop and pause, to ponder, to be curious, to want to know more. There has been 

some interest in borrowing some of the books and we are happy to encourage that after Easter when we change 

the seasonal elements =) 

 

In the spirit of sharing stories, we invite you to search your shelves. If you have a favorite book or two that has 

been helpful or meaningful to you along your journey and want to share, bring it in and place it in the basket by 

the front door in the Narthex. We will build a community display on the table through Lent. After Easter if you 

are willing to share your book with others put your name in it and maybe a notecard that tells why it is special 

or how it has been helpful to you. We will set up a sign out process and share our favorite stories with each 

other as we move beyond Easter and the Never-Ending Story. 

 

This kind of storytelling and sharing is what we mean when we pledge to share our Witness – along with our 

Prayers, Presence, Gifts, and Service. Some of us grew up with a different notion of that word – but witnessing 

to others involves sharing the story of who we are in Christ. You are part o9f God’s miraculous, incredible, 

never-ending story of saving love for the world! 
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FAMILY LIFE DEPARTMENT UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

This is an exciting time as we begin preparations for Spring, Lent and Easter.  Please 

mark your calendar for the upcoming Spring Activities in Sunday School.  

 

Birthday cards for Yesprin!! We will be making birthday cards in Sunday School this 

Sunday to send to our little brother in Nicaragua. There will be a card on the table in 

the Narthex if you would like to sign it as well. We are also working on a way to try 

to FaceTime between St Paul’s kids and Yesprin sometime hopefully soon. 

 

Support VBS By Hand!  
Please come out on Saturday, April 6 from 8:30 AM – 2 PM to help us make, dip, 

decorate, and box the delicious candy eggs. No experience necessary! Come out for an hour 

or two, or stay the whole time. Sign up on the sheet in the Narthex or contact Cheryl Martin 

at cheryl.martin4917@verizon.net or 302-378-4917. 

 

Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt Donations 
It’s that time of year again when we are asking for donations of candy, 

stickers, and small toys to make goodie bags for the preschool through 

third grade Sunday School class Easter egg hunt. Please remember we 

can have NO NUT PRODUCTS, so NO peanut butter eggs can be 

used. Please bring your donations to your Sunday School teacher or place in the basket in the Narthex 

by Sunday, April 7 for the egg hunt on Easter Sunday. Thank you! 

 

Easter Sunday Easter Egg Hunt!!!! 
All kids join us Easter morning at 9:45 for Easter Celebrations in Sunday School including our annual 

Easter Egg Hunt. Jr. High will hide the eggs and then younger kids will try to find them. Eggs will be traded in 

for goodie bags and Easter celebrations will continue in Sunday School rooms. We are looking forward to 

celebrating this special day with us!  

 

JOY (Just Older Youth) News  
Our next JOY event is April 11 with dinner at a Middletown restaurant and God’s Power and 

Light’s performance at the Everett Theater.  More information to come. Sign up sheet is in the 

Narthex!  --Ann Raymond and Phyllis Burris 
  

DROP IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAYS at 11 AM - Noon 
We will continue studying the Book of Acts. 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Administrative Assistant & Treasurer  stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Tyler Meade, Choral Accompanist   meadetc3@gmail.com   484-643-6093 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 

 

 



8 

 

READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
Please send all your news and jpg. photos for the Midweek to the office at: stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org 

and COPY kristineknarr74@gmail.com.  We don’t want to miss anyone’s news!! 

 

Name Tags 
We will be putting in another order for St. Paul's name tags. If you are interested in ordering a name tag, please 

email the church office at stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org with your first and last name. Please make checks 

payable to St. Paul's UMC with "name tag" written on the memo line. The cost will be $10.  

 
News from Health Ministry Team 

Embodied Spirituality 

Thursday, March 21 from 7-8:30 PM 
Christ’s Ministry was always to provide holistic health treating the whole person physically, emotionally and 

spiritually. In essence care for the body, mind and spirit. In the programs Health Ministry has provided to date 

physical and emotional health have been the dimensions we have addressed. However, we recognize that 

Spiritual dimension is central to achieving wholistic care and we have asked our Pastor Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith 

to speak on the Embodied Spirituality. Please join us on March 21 in the Fellowship Hall. The program will 

begin at 7 pm. We look forward to seeing you. 

 
United Methodist Men News 

United Methodist Men's Bible Study will take place Tuesday, April 2 at 9 AM in Fellowship 

Hall and continue EACH TUESDAY in APRIL. Hap Bonham will once again facilitate the 

studies. Remember to bring your Bible however if you should forget St. Paul's has 

extras!  COFFEE & DONUTS PROVIDED. 

 
 
St. Paul’s UMM "Staying on Par with God" is scheduled to Tee off on Monday, April 1 at  

9 AM at Odessa National Golf Club. This event consists of nine holes of golf, lunch and scripture 

discussion. A great outing for the Men of St. Paul's to share in Fellowship and Faith.  All are 

welcome! Contact Paul 302-229-0046 for further details. 

 

UMM Breakfast Meeting has been RESCHEDULED to Saturday, May 4 at 8 AM in St. Paul’s Fellowship 

Hall. Let's jump start our first UMM gathering of 2019! Lots of GOOD NEWS to discuss. This is also the 

meeting we purchase water for Silver Lake School Field Day. 

 
Gentle Office Reminders 
 If you are meeting in the church please lock the doors & turn off lights upon exiting the building. Thank 

you. 

 

 Building Ministry & Church Calendar – If your group is meeting at the church during the week please 

check the church calendar to ensure your space is reserved.  Please contact the office if your meeting is 

canceled or needs to be rescheduled. 

 

 To Access the Directory go to the website and click on About Our Church > scroll down to Church 

Directory > USER NAME is member > PASSWORD is spumc  
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WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Boy Scouts – Mondays 7-8:30 PM 

 Cub Scouts – Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 6:30-8:30 PM 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Tuesdays 6:30 PM  

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 St. Paul’s Ringers Rehearsal – Wednesdays 6:30 PM  

 8:30 Praise Team Practice – Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 Youth Group – 1st and 3rd Sundays 7-8:30 PM in Fellowship Hall 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 
 Monday, March 18, 6:30-8 pm – St. Paul’s Leadership Team  

 Monday-Tuesday, March 25-26 – Pastor Bo on Prayer Retreat 

 Wednesday-Saturday, March 27-30, and Monday April 1 Sittings for Pictorial Church Directory 

 Monday, April 1 UMM Staying on Par with God, Tee Time 9 AM at Odessa National Golf Club 

 Tuesday, April 2 UMM Bible Study starts Tuesday, April 2 at 9 AM  

 Saturday, April 6 Easter Egg Making from 8 AM-2 PM 

 Saturday, April 13 Trustee-sponsored Church Spring Clean Up  

 Sunday, April 14 - Sunday, April 21 – Holy Week 

 Saturday, May 4 UMM Breakfast at 8 AM in Fellowship Hall 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and worship folder but for HIPAA reasons 

PLEASE get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

PRAYERS FOR: Angela Lovett 

 

CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

Ingram Family on the loss of 

Mary’s brother-in-law, Noal 

Falan   

Martin family on the loss of 

Cheryl's Father, Henry 

Hasting 

Betty Hastings 

Ricky Vitanovic 

Ruth Walker 

Emma Apps 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

Glembocki Family 

Barbara Lynn Manlove on 

the loss of her partner, 

Edward Epstein

BIRTHDAYS  

March 13  Ann Baker  

  

March 14  Meghan Sydnor 

March 15  Rosalie Lukens 

   Jennifer Mastin 

March 17  Daphne Martin 

March 18  Charlii Miller 

March 20  Amy Lawson 

March 21  Lauren Haberstroh 

   Julie Packard
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Kent Chamber Choir 
Join the Kent Chamber Choir Saturday, April 12, at 7 pm at the Dover Presbyterian 

Church (54 S. State St. Dover, Delaware) for their Easter season concert featuring 

Baroque works by J. S. Bach (Christ lag in Todesbanden, BWV 4) and Antonio 

Vivaldi (Gloria, RV 589), directed by James Wilson and featuring countertenor, 

Augustin Mercante. KCC is a 20-voice chamber choir and will be joined by a 

Baroque chamber Orchestra with Amos Fayette, concertmaster, and T. J. Thomas, 

harpsichord. Tickets $10(Students free with ID), Available starting March 1 at 

www.kentchamberchoir.org or at the door. (Pastors Bo and Vicki Gordy-Stith, Joy 

Gordy-Stith, and Jim Hawkins are members of this choir!) 

Presented by The Griffin Theatre, see "Godspell" from every direction as we 

bring this high energy retelling of the book of Matthew to life in the round!  Our actors 

will take center stage with the audience surrounding them on all sides.  

A small group of people help Jesus Christ tell different parables by using a wide 

variety of games, storytelling techniques and a hefty dose of comic timing. An eclectic 

blend of songs, ranging in style from pop to vaudeville, is employed as the story of 

Jesus' life dances across the stage. Dissolving hauntingly into the Last Supper and the 

Crucifixion, Jesus' messages of kindness, tolerance and love come vibrantly to life. 

Shows: Fridays 4/5/19 & 4/12/19 at 7:30 pm, Saturdays 4/6/19 & 4/13/19 at 2:00 pm 

Location: Evergreen Church at the Commodore Macdonough Center, 1701 S. DuPont Hwy, St. Georges, 

DE 19733 (at the base of the St. Georges Bridge on the northerly side). 

 

It’s that “Egg-stra” special time of year! 

It’s time to get “hoppin” and think about those delicious, delectable, and delightful 

homemade candy eggs! They are 1/4-pound, hand-dipped eggs and make perfect gifts for 

friends, family, co-workers, etc. Please complete the form below, (better still, take one to 

work too!) and place it in the designated box located in the Narthex. Remember, all proceeds 

benefit our Vacation Bible School program. Orders are due Sunday, March 31.  —————

————————————————————————— 

Name: _________________________________________________ 

Phone number: ___________________e-mail:__________________  

_______Butter Crème X $5.00 per egg = _________ 

_______Coconut Crème X $5.00 per egg = _________ 

 _______Peanut Butter X $5.00 per egg = _________ 

_______Chocolate Butter Crème X $5.00 per egg = _________     

      Total order = _________           


