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Reaching Out with acts of love & compassion    

 

YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $439.16 and went to support “World 

Mission: Congo Partnership.” Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

This Sunday, May 19th, the Yellow Hat offering will go to help support “Wilmington City 

Mission: Urban Promise.” 

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE  

May 19 – Wilmington City Mission: Urban Promise 

May 26 – National Brain Tumor Research  

June 2 – El Ayudante Child, Yesprin 

June 9 – Youth Mission Trip 

June 16 – Peace with Justice Sunday 

June 23 – Our Daily Bread 

June 30 – Deaf Outreach, Inc. 

 

 

Garden season is upon us and it is time to bring the Covenant 

Garden alive for another year! On Thursday, May 2 Carl 

Meadwell plowed the garden and on Thursday, May 9 the 

following was planted: 40 tomato plants, 32 hills of squash, 32 

hills of zucchini, 25 pepper plants, and 6 cucumber plants. On 

Friday, May 10 yellow and green string beans planted. Final 

planting will be done this week. After the planting the garden 

has been blessed with 1 3/4 inches of rain to date. Green 

thumbers for the week are Carl Meadwell, Alan Martin, Hap 

Bonham, Bill Apps, and Paul Loder. 

 

REVELATION 22:2 On either side of the river is the tree of 

life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each 

month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of nations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"COVENANT GARDEN WORK REQUEST" On Saturday, (Weather Permitting) May 18 the UMM will finish 

planting and will be installing plant cages and stakes at the Garden at 8 AM. Anyone who would like to help for 

about an hour feel free to join us as we would appreciate your help. Thanks and God Bless! St. Paul's UMM 

Located on Harris Road...Going South from St. Paul's on US 13 when you cross over the Creek, near Captain 

Bones Bait and Tackle, first road to right and follow (aprox. 1 mile) until you see Covenant Garden sign located 

on right of roadway...Garden is located at Carlotta Cline's Riding Stables and Academy. 
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YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO DEEP ROOTS @ CLAIRVAUX FARM  

Earlville Maryland - Monday, June 17-Friday, June 21   

Youth 6th grade + up 

Sign up sheet is in the Narthex. The cost is: $50/youth - $75/parent 

Our youth are excited to embark on a new adventure to Deep Roots at Clairvaux Farm at 21 

Veasey Cove Road in Earleville, MD.  So far, we have 10-12 youth and 

5 chaperones including Pastor Bo. Various projects will not be finalized 

until the week before, but could include painting, working on raised 

vegetable beds, mulching the playground, and resurfacing the decks.  

Three hot meals/day and lodging in a separate Mission House will be 

provided. Wednesday will be a special day with the families on the Bohemia River for a 

cookout, swimming, kayaking and canoeing. We’re looking forward to this wonderful 

opportunity to serve others and welcome any youth 6th grade and up, and adults to join 

this mission.  Please contact Dawn Buckworth at dawn.buckworth@verizon.net if you 

are interested.  A $50/$75 deposit is due as soon as possible which you can submit to Alice Mullins. 
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Reaching Up to praise God 

in vibrant worship 

 

Sunday, May 19, 2019 

Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School & Adult Studies at 9:45 a.m. 

 

Scripture: John 13:31-35  

Synopsis: We say talk is cheap, so the idea of a 

command lacks the power of conviction, especially in 

this cultural moment when we question every 

authority besides the whims of our inner compass. 

And yet this strange freedom not only from constraint, 

but also from all claims anyone could have on us, 

leaves us not only unbearably isolated, but imprisoned 

in our desires that turn out to be aimless and impotent. 

Jesus speaks into this prison not only with gentle 

grace, but also with a clear command: Love one 

another – as I have loved you. Then he goes to his 

death, because of the claim of love to which he 

willingly submits himself. This is not cheap talk or 

cheap grace; this claim, this bond of love to which we 

have the freedom to give our lives binds us to a 

communion of love stronger than death and the 

meaninglessness with which it threatens us all. Only 

together, with each other and in Christ, living into his 

command and way of love, may we find ourselves. 

 

Serving in Worship This Sunday 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 11 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Dave Pearl 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton, John 

Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Megan Reitzes Don Mueller 

Greeters: Johanna Learish Ann Newswanger Louise Sommer 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes Natalie Reitzes  

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas  Megan Reitzes - 2 Chalices 1 loaf + plate 

of non-gluten 

3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon Kendall, Natalie, and Megan Reitzes 

 

Phil Elliott, Kris Knarr and                  

Don Mueller 

Choir Communion Servers:  Sharyn Sheats and Jeanne Buckworth 

Young Disciples Ellie Leuliette Ellie Leuliette 

Word in Song   

Flowers: Janet Rowley  

Fellowship: Sandy Urstadt Maryann Kearns, Janet Rowley, Linda Mueller, June Glass, June Stemmle & Ann 

Newswanger 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Chris Chappelle & Carolyn Stanley 
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May 15, 2019 Pastoral Letter  

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s, 

 

As I reflect on the close of my 55th ride around the 

sun, I find myself getting nostalgic and philosophical. 

People tell me that aging tends to do that to a person! 

As you can see from the picture, I’ve always wanted 

to be a cowboy (I’m the one in the middle, which the 

fringe shirt and toy gun, in this picture taken a half 

century ago with my grandmother and brothers). May 

I ask you to join me on a trip down the lanes of 

memories of our lives, as we think about God’s 

present calling in our lives today and where the 

journey might lead? 

 

As I think about the other ages of my life, I have difficulty recognizing the person I used to be, even as some 

things (a love of cowboy hats, for instance) connect me to that long-ago self. And it’s not only me who’s done 

the changing and growing. So many, many people whose lives and love have shaped my heart have themselves 

changed – and many of them have died. My grandmother (Nell Hyland) in this picture struggles this week in a 

hospital in Charlotte with pneumonia – she is 98, and I ask for your prayers for her. Next week, Vicki and I 

celebrate our 33rd wedding anniversary. Our children have grown and flown from our home; we buried a son. 

The stories I used to read to my children, I now read to three wonderful grandchildren of my own! I am now 

older than my grandmother was in the picture above. I am my own grandpa! Holy smokes! 

 

My good friends at St. Paul’s who are farther along on this journey of faith and life and love tell me that as 

far as aging goes, I ain’t seen nothin’ yet! It seems like the only constant thing about life is change – sometimes 

welcome and sometimes unwelcome, but nearly always surprising. I remember during that tumultuous time in 

my life when I left the home of my birth to see the world – and I saw the sea! On the other side of the world – 

literally, in the Indian Ocean, alone among a crew of 450 in the endless wilderness of ocean and sky, I came to 

appreciate the power of a love closer and more constant that any love I had ever known. A rock of shelter and 

stability in the changing landscape of life. And you know this love, don’t you? Far from anything I had ever 

known, stripped of all of the things and people and identities that insulated me from life, I found Jesus close by 

my side. I experienced this loving presence not just in the sacred silent sanctuary of my soul, but in total 

stranger and new friends, in places like Yokosuka, Japan, and Perth, Australia, and on the bridge of USS 

Bunker Hill. 

 

The presence and communion with Jesus I discovered as far away as I could get from home was like we 

talked about in church but different. The words we used in prayers and hymns and sermons didn’t do justice to 

what for me was more crucial to my life than the air I breathed or the blood coursing through my veins. At 55, I 

am far away from home in another way – as you may also be, my friend and partner in Christ. Yet I am also 

discovering and rediscovering that while everything changes in this journey of life, the One we follow remains. 

The love of God in Messiah Jesus sustains our lives, in silent, holy places of our souls, and in the eyes and 

smiles of strangers who become friends in this ever-growing family we discover on the journey. As I write these 

words, I recognize they will never be enough, but it won’t stop me from trying, in letters like this one, in 

conversations, groups, and in sermons. 

 

How can I say thank you, with my words and with my life, Jesus? You are always here – with me and with 

us all – to the end that is always another beginning. And so at 5, and at 55, and however long I/we have left, as 

long as there is one breath left in me, there will be one more song for You. How can we keep from singing? 
 

Peace! 
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Counters Needed 
If you are great with numbers and would like to volunteer your time after worship to help count the Sunday 

offering, please contact the church office.  

 

Flower Ministry 
Check out the 2019 Flower Chart on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall and sign up for your special Sundays! 

Be sure to check the liturgical color of the season and relay that to you flower arranger. When you sign up for 

flowers confirm your delivery arrangements with the florist and remember to remove your flowers after the 11 

am worship service or let the office know when you are picking them up. 

 

HEARING PROJECT UPDATE 

Thank you to those pew volunteers who have helped us track the service for the past two Sundays. We have 

learned quite a bit…mostly that the KINDLE FIRE and APPLE IPAD work the best for MyEar.  So, if you 

have an old device of either brand, we would appreciate your donating it.  

We are also looking for a volunteer congregant who is good with IT and video/audio connections to work 

with us. 

Thank you for your continued interest and participation in this endeavor. 

June Stemmle & Diane Shoun 

 
Do you talk with your hands? 

As the St. Paul's family begins to nurture and develop its Deaf ministry, many people have mentioned an 

interest in learning American Sign Language (ASL). In order to meet the needs of as many interested parties as 

possible, please return the following information to Gail Garner (ggarner58@hotmail.com) as soon as possible. 

The class will be geared towards students from age 15 and up (mature 13 and 14-year olds will be considered, 

as well) Class sessions will be 90 minutes once a week, and will cost $2 per session. More details to follow. 

 

I am interested in learning American Sign Language. 

Name: ______________________________                         email: ______________________________ 

                      

Phone: ______________________________                                   text: _____yes _____no 

 

Best time to meet: 

1st choice - Day     ________________   Time _________ 

2nd choice - Day     ________________   Time _________ 

3rd choice - Day     ________________   Time _________ 

             Gail S. Garner   
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

THIS SUNDAY!!  END of YEAR SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION!!  

May 19 - 9:45-10:45 

Activities will start out in your Sunday School rooms and we will share in some fun 

and food and possible frolicking outside if weather permits. Join us to celebrate your 

teachers, the end of the year and YOU!!! 

 

Mark your calendar. We will be recognizing teachers THIS Sunday May 19th at both services. Please take a 

moment to thank our teachers for a grand job WELL DONE this year. It would be impossible without them!!!! 

 

Calling all families of graduates.... 

High school, college or post grad. If you have a graduate please let the office know. We want to recognize all of 

our graduates on Sunday, June 2nd in both services.  

 

Recognition of Acolytes 

Sunday, May 26 at both services (8:30 & 10:15 AM) 

Take the time to thank the Acolytes for assisting in our services! 

 

Health Ministries Program – “Backache” 

Thursday, May 23 - 7 PM in Fellowship Hall  

If you have lower back pain you are not alone. At some point in life, eighty percent of adults experience low 

back pain. Men and women are equally affected by low back pain. It is the most common cause of job- related 

disabilities and missed work days. So how do we relieve back pain and avoid having back pain? A workshop 

focusing on relieving back pain and importantly teaching ways to avoid back pain will be provided by Drs. 

Ryan and Salinger, Doctors of Physical Therapy. They shall provide strategies to reduce and manage back pain, 

proper body mechanics for lifting and Postural Education. Come and have your questions and concerns 

addressed by our knowledgeable speakers. 

 

United Methodist Men News 

  

The next scheduled outing is Monday, May 20 and 

more info to follow. If you would like to join us for a 

wonderful morning of fellowship or for just lunch 

contact Paul at 302-229-0046. Take care and God 

Bless. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DROP IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAYS at 11 AM 
We will continue studying the Book of Acts. 
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WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Boy Scouts – Mondays 7-8:30 PM 

 UMM Bible Study -Tuesdays, 9:00 AM  

 Cub Scouts – Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 6:30-8:30 PM 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Tuesdays 6:30 PM 

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 St. Paul’s Ringers Rehearsal – Wednesdays 6:30 PM  

 8:30 Praise Team Practice – Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 Youth Group – 1st and 3rd Sundays 7-8:30 PM in Fellowship Hall 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

 Thursday, May 16 – 6:30 PM PFLAG Meeting in Fellowship Hall 
 Sunday, May 19 – 9:45-10:45 AM End of the Year Sunday School Celebration 

 Sunday, May 19 – Recognition of Sunday School Teachers at both Services 

 Sunday, May 19 – 1:30 PM Choir Picnic at Charlii & Janet Miller’s Home 

 Monday, May 20 – 9AM Tee Time, UMM Staying on Par with God, Odessa National Golf Club 

 Monday, May 20 – 6:30 PM Leadership Team Meeting 

 Thursday, May 23 – 7 PM Health Ministry Program in Fellowship Hall 

 Thursday, May 23 – 7 PM NAMI Meeting on Lower Level 

 Sunday, May 26 – Recognition of Acolytes at both Services 

 Summer Schedule Plan – 8:30 & 10:15 AM Worship Service, with times of Fellowship in between 

(from Memorial Day (May 26) to Labor Day (Sep 1)) 

 Monday, May 27 OFFICE CLOSED 

 May 30-June 1 Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference 

 Sunday, June 2 – Recognition of Graduates at both Services 

 Sunday June 2 – 2 PM Old Drawyers Annual Service 

 Thursday, June 6 – 6:30 PM SPRC Meeting 

 June 17-21 – Youth Mission Trip to Deep Roots & Clairvaux Farm 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Administrative Assistant & Treasurer  stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Tyler Meade, Choral Accompanist   meadetc3@gmail.com   484-643-6093 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and worship folder but for HIPAA reasons 

PLEASE get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    
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PRAYERS FOR: Shaffer family on the loss of their beloved pet, Lucy; James Guy; Kim Pitroli, Barbara Lynn 

Manlove, on the loss of her uncle, Earl Hines  

 

 CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

Cal Cruz 

Ann 

Susan Gross 

Cindy 

Betty Hastings 

Emma Apps 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

            

BIRTHDAYS

May 15 Nora Reeves 

May 16 Pastor Bo 

  Rev. Cindy Koski 

May 17 Dicky Wheeler 

May 18 Robert Connell 

  Lynda Lambert 

May 19 Andrew Widger 

May 20 David Sydnor  

          

 

Gentle Office Reminders 

 

 Please send all your news and jpg. photos for the Midweek to the office at: 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org and COPY kristineknarr74@gmail.com.  We don’t want to miss anyone’s 

news!! 

 

 Please honor Pastor Bo’s Sabbath day which is Friday. 

 

 Please be so kind as to announce your presence as you enter the Church during the week. Thank 

you. 

 
Flags for Heroes for Memorial Day 2019. Do you know someone that you would like to honor as a hero by 

sponsoring an American flag? Flags will be proudly displayed at 

Middletown High School, along Route 299, the week before and the week 

after Memorial Day and Veterans’ Day 2019. Heroes (past or present) 

could be a military member, first responder, teacher, parent or any other 

individual or organization that you admire. The project is being hosted by 

the Southern New Castle County Rotary Club, in partnership with the 

Middletown High School Air Force Junior ROTC. The cost is $50 for each 

hero. Please see Dick Leuliette for an application form. Call Dick at 302-

378-2633 for more information. 

 

 

An Evening With 'The Many'  

Friday, May 17 from 7-PM – 10 PM  

Skyline United Methodist Church, Wilmington 

1300 Skyline Drive, Pike Creek 

Tickets: $16 

 

The Many, out of Chicago, is an uncommon, intentionally diverse collective making music for people to 

sing together about peace and justice and a world where all belong. The Many will be at Skyline on May 

17th. Only $18.50 For tickets go to: https://bit.ly/2IBI38S 
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