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MIDWEEK for HOLY WEEK 

April 17, 2019 
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BRAVO!!! BRAVO!!!! Chancel choir on your wonderful and moving performance on Palm Sunday.  Your 

music reached many souls of our church family!  Upward and onward we go!!!  Musically yours, Jeff
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Reaching Out with acts of love & compassion      

YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $610.00 and went to support “Our Daily 

Bread.” Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

This Sunday, April 21st, the Yellow Hat offering will go to help support “National Donate 

Gift of Life.” 

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE  

April 21 – National Donate Gift of Life 

April 28 – Cystic Fibrosis 

May 5 – Native American Sunday 

May 12 – Congo Partnership 

May 19 – (Annual Conference) 

May 26 – National Brain Tumor Research  

 
YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO DEEP ROOTS @ CLAIRVAUX FARM  

Earlville Maryland - Monday, June 17-Friday, June 21   

Youth 6th grade + up 

Sign up sheet is in the Narthex. The cost is: $50/youth - $75/parent 

The Kenton UMC youth will be joining us for our Youth Mission trip…Woohoo!! 

 

Deep Roots at Clairvaux Farm offers a residential program to end the 

cycle of homelessness in families. This includes transitional housing, 

meals, transportation, and other related services including the 

support, friendship & service of the on-site community. There are 

apartments and dorms for up to 12 families with children available. 
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Reaching Up to praise God in 

vibrant worship 

Sunday, April 21, 2019 – Resurrection Day 

Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

NO Adult Studies at 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

Scripture: Luke 24:1-12  

Synopsis: Perplexed. Foolish. Amazed. These are the 

words of Luke’s version of the graveyard discovery the 

women who followed Jesus made on the first Easter 

morning. These words describe a hard stop – an end of 

the road when everything you think you know proves 

itself to be helpless in the face of this strange and 

unexpected turn of events. The tomb was open and 

empty. They would have known what to do with the 

lifeless, broken body of their former leader. Anoint and 

apply the spices, as tradition had taught them. And the 

angel did not help matters. “Remember what he told you 

in Galilee” (sure, but Jesus had always spoken in riddles, 

veiled words that never quite fit in the world with which 

we had become familiar by running into the heartless 

boundaries – like death). They remembered, in the 

graveyard, but none of the other disciples believed them. 

Here’s the thing: perhaps perplexity – finding ourselves at 

a loss – is not such a bad thing. We remember, regardless 

of what others think (or what we used to think). Jesus 

makes all things new. All things are possible through 

Christ. 

 

Serving in Worship This Sunday 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 11 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Dave Pearl 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton, John 

Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Josh Reitzes Johanna Learish 

Greeters: Johanna Learish Hap & Barbara Bonham Shaun Redick & Joy Gordy-Stith 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes   

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas  Cathy Blanco - 2 Chalices 1 loaf + plate 

of non-gluten 

3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon Mike & Cindra Holland and Josh Reitzes 

 

Shaun Reddick & Joy Gordy-Stith 

and Johanna Learish 

Choir Communion Servers:  Mark & Sue Holden 

Young Disciples Kiersten O’Hop Kiersten O’Hop 

Word in Song  Lewandowski’s Psalm 150 

Flowers: Janet Rowley Linda Botsford in honor of her Father’s 100th Birthday. 

Fellowship: Sandy Urstadt Lynda Whitehead, Lynda Lambert, Lois Loder, Cheryl Martin, Beth Hickey, 

Cathy Blanco, Mary Ingram 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Ginny Guessford & Sandy Urstadt 
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Holy Week Pastoral Letter  

 

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s, 

 

It’s been quite a season – Lent 2019 – in the 

wake of the February 23-26, 2019 Special General 

Conference vote in the United Methodist Church that 

widens a cultural and theological fault line among 

this worldwide connection over the nature of 

humanity, gender, and the mysterious, hidden ways 

we are drawn to each other. Here at St. Paul’s, the 

polarization of the larger United Methodist Church 

does not seem to have directly affected us in our 

relationships with each other. Yet leaders of the 

progressive and conservative factions of the UMC in 

America speak of an impending “divorce” on our 

behalf with a profound finality. 

“This is my body, broken for you.” 

“May they be one, Abba, as we are one. So that the world will know that you sent me.” 

The prevailing sentiment at the empty tomb, to say nothing of the foot of the cross, is one of perplexity – we 

find ourselves at a loss. How we would like – or think we would like – for Jesus to swoop in and resolve this 

unbearable tension, to calm the storm. Why are relationships so complicated?! In the face of what we have 

learned to call “irreconcilable differences,” the power of love seems so insignificant, particularly in the church, 

where we all back our convictions with divine authority. How many times have people seeking God separated 

over our different understandings of God? Just among those of us who follow Jesus, we have struggled and split 

apart over the nature of Christ – and of God, authority and the sacred worth of all people – particularly women, 

the interpretation of scripture – and of what constitutes scripture, the scope and nature of God’s grace, how 

forgiveness works, as well as the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. I recently attended a Christian service 

where I was not welcome to receive Christ’s gifts because I do not follow Jesus correctly. 

One could excuse those outside the church who want no part of any of it. 

And yet. I come back again and again, even to a cavernous sanctuary where I must watch others receive a 

divine blessing, because it is precisely in our brokenness (and the Christian church is not immune to this 

brokenness) where Jesus shines so bright the darkness is confounded, confused, perplexed, and overcome. I 

cannot resist gathering with others – like you! – drawn by the mysterious, breathtaking love song of Messiah 

Jesus. If we have nothing else in common, this living One sings to us and draws us: “You are mine; I love you. 

I’m wild about you – I cannot live without you. I have come from before the dawn of time for you – and I will 

be with you always.” And remember, that “you” is a “y’all.” Jesus also commanded us: “Love one another, as I 

have loved you.” Over breakfast this Holy Week with one of my so-called “enemies,” we recognized Jesus as 

we broke bread and shared stories of God’s love in Christ for us both that transforms and defines our lives. We 

did not solve all the problems of the world – or even the problems that threaten what John Wesley, the founder 

of Methodism called our connexion. But as we recognized Jesus in each other, and in the breaking of the bread, 

that threat lost its sting.  

How grateful I am to gather with you this Holy Week, in body and in spirit, on Holy Thursday and Good 

Friday. And how grateful I will be to gather on Easter Sunday for the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ that defines us as a people of God. Before a watching world, we cannot point to ourselves and boast of 

how great things are working out as Methodists or as Christians. Just as the apostles treated the women disciples 

with disdain – some people may poke fun at us for holding on to a dream. But in our gathering, with the 

persistence of the women who first discovered the perplexing, extraordinary hope of Christ’s resurrection, we 

point to the living, risen Jesus. We cannot let this story die, because Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed!  

 

Peace! 
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NEW Name Tags are in! 
If you ordered a name tag, please see Alice Mullins. If you have not yet paid, please make checks payable to St. 

Paul's UMC with "name tag" written on the memo line.  Thanks so much! 

 

Hearing Project Update 
Thank you to those pew volunteers who have helped us track the service for the past two Sundays. We have 

learned quite a bit…mostly that the KINDLE FIRE and APPLE IPAD work the best for MyEar.  So, if you 

have an old device of either brand, we would appreciate your donating it.  

We are also looking for a volunteer congregant who is good with IT and video/audio connections to work 

with us. 

Thank you for your continued interest and participation in this endeavor. 

June Stemmle & Diane Shoun 

 

Do you talk with your hands? 
As the St. Paul's family begins to nurture and develop its Deaf ministry, many people have mentioned an 

interest in learning American Sign Language (ASL). In order to meet the needs of as many interested parties as 

possible, please return the following information to Gail Garner (ggarner58@hotmail.com) as soon as possible. 

The class will be geared towards students from age 15 and up (mature 13 and 14-year olds will be considered, 

as well) Class sessions will be 90 minutes once a week, and will cost $2 per session. More details to follow. 

 

I am interested in learning American Sign Language. 

Name: ______________________________                         email: ______________________________ 

                      

Phone: ______________________________                                   text: _____yes _____no 

 

Best time to meet: 

1st choice - Day     ________________   Time _________ 

2nd choice - Day     ________________   Time _________ 

3rd choice - Day     ________________   Time _________ 

             Gail S. Garner   

 

 

VANCO: GIVING TO ST. PAUL’S MADE EASY!  

One reason we love Giving online is because 

sometimes we can’t get to church because of illness or 

weather. 

 

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions and view your complete online 

giving history from anywhere you have access to the Internet. Simply follow these easy steps: 

 

1) Visit the church website at www.stpaulsodessa.org 

2) Click on the Online Donation button, 

3) Click on the Create Profile button, then 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your 

    RECURRING CONTRIBUTIONS. 

 

IT’S THAT EASY!!!
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

 

FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

Easter Sunday Easter Egg Hunt! 

THIS SUNDAY!!! 
All kids join us Easter morning at 9:45 for 

Easter Celebrations in Sunday School 

including our annual Easter Egg Hunt. Jr. 

High will hide the eggs and then younger kids will try to find them. Eggs will be traded in for goodie bags and 

Easter celebrations will continue in Sunday School rooms. We are looking forward to celebrating this special 

day with us!  

 
THANK YOU!!! 

I want to give a "big" thank you to Lynda and Stephanie Lambert for making all the chocolate Easter eggs this 

year! I also want to thank Lynda Lambert, Courtney Martin, Kendall Reitzes, Jennifer and Caroline Rodriguez 

for dipping, decorating and boxing the Easter eggs! We made 176 chocolate eggs and a good time was had by 

all!        Thanks so much, Cheryl Martin 
 

JOY (Just Older Youth) News  
       

Last Thursday, April 

11,2019 twenty-two 

folks met at Ruby 

Tuesday’s for dinner and socialization 

and then went to the Everett Theater to 

see the God’s Power and Light 

production of “The Little Princess”.    

A good time was had by all. 

We expect to get our tickets this week 

for the May 2 show at Sight and Sound 

and will be in touch with all who 

prepaid for their tickets.   

Ann Raymond and Phyllis Burris  

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY TULIPS  
Flowers will be available for pick up on Easter morning after the 11 am Service.    

Tulips are $8 each (6” pot) & will be provided by “Wildflowers by Alicia”  

Please make checks payable to St. Paul’s UMC with “Easter Flowers” written on the memo line. 

 

 

 

DROP IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAYS at 11 AM 
We will continue studying the Book of Acts. 
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United Methodist Men News 
 On Tuesday, St. Paul's UMM continued its 

April Bible Study and the Gospel of John. This 

week Hap led us into the Paraclete Passages of 

John which led to great discussion and better 

understanding! There are Two Tuesdays left so 

"Stop In" at St. Paul's at 9 AM and join us!!  I 

might add the coffee and donuts ain't bad either! 

God Bless......Paul 

 

 
 On Monday St. Paul's 

UMM held another "Staying On Par With God" outing at Odessa 

National Golf Club. Thirteen Golfers participated along with a 

lunch guest. The day started windy and cloudy and during play a 

brief period of rain fell. All in all it was a good day with 

fellowship and a good lunch and as usual Hap 

had prepared a wonderful study on Hebrews 

10. The next outing is scheduled for Monday 

May 6 at 9 AM with more info to follow. All 

are welcome and if interested contact 

Paul 302-229-0046......                                          

See You May 6......God Bless 

 

UMM Breakfast Meeting has been RESCHEDULED to Saturday, May 4 at 8 AM in St. Paul’s Fellowship 

Hall. Let's jump start our first UMM gathering of 2019! Lots of GOOD NEWS to discuss. This is also the 

meeting we purchase water for Silver Lake School Field Day. 

 

The Trustees would like to thank the following:  Sharyn Sheats, Ginny Guessford, Susan & Pat Haberstroh, 

Sue Holden, Josh Pompeo, Mike Kennedy and Barbara Lynn Manlove for helping with the “Spring Clean-Up.”  

Thanks, also, to Charlie Miller for installing speakers.  A special “Thank You” to Boy Scout Troop 204 for their 

help with the clean-up! 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Administrative Assistant & Treasurer  stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Tyler Meade, Choral Accompanist   meadetc3@gmail.com   484-643-6093 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 

 

 

READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
Please send all your news and jpg. photos for the Midweek to the office by Monday afternoon at: 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org and COPY kristineknarr74@gmail.com.  We don’t want to miss anyone’s news!! 
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Sharps/Meds Collection at the Middletown Police Department - 
130 Hampden Road, Middletown, DE 19709 

Saturday, April 27, 2019 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
This is a great opportunity to responsibly and safely dispose of sharps and expired meds. Spread the word! 

Thanks to our Middletown Police Department and SN4C. 

 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Boy Scouts – Mondays 7-8:30 PM 

 UMM Bible Study -Tuesdays, 9:00 AM  

 Cub Scouts – Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 6:30-8:30 PM 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Tuesdays 6:30 PM 

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 St. Paul’s Ringers Rehearsal – Wednesdays 6:30 PM  

 8:30 Praise Team Practice – Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 Youth Group – 1st and 3rd Sundays 7-8:30 PM in Fellowship Hall 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  
 Thursday, April 18 – 7 PM Holy Thursday Communion Service 

 Friday, April 19 – Noon-3 PM Good Friday Prayer Vigil (Sanctuary or wherever you are) 

 Friday, April 19 – 7 PM Seven Last Words Service at Dale UMC 

 Saturday, April 20 – 8AM-4PM Interdenominational Ushers Association Meeting 

 Sunday, April 21 – 7 AM Easter Sunrise Service on the January House property at 2 Main St. Odessa 

(in addition to worship and welcome of new members at 8:30 and 11!)  

 Tuesday, April 23 & 30 – 9 AM UMM Bible Study in Fellowship Hall 

 Thursday, April 25 – 7PM NAMI Meeting 

 Thursday, May 2 – JOY Event – “Jesus” at Sight & Sound Theater, Lancaster, PA 

 Saturday, May 4 UMM Breakfast at 8 AM in Fellowship Hall 

 Monday, May 6 – 9AM Tee Time, UMM Staying on Par with God, Odessa National Golf Club 

 Tuesday, May 14 – 6:30 PM Finance Meeting 

 Tuesday, May 14 – 6:30 PM Trustees Meeting 

 Summer Schedule Plan – 8:30 & 10:15 AM Worship Service, with times of Fellowship in between 

(from Memorial Day (May 26) to Labor Day (Sep 1)) 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and worship folder but for HIPAA reasons 

PLEASE get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

PRAYERS FOR: Susan Gross 
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CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

Helen George & Family on the loss of her sister, 

Ann 

Sue Austin 

Cindy 

Margie Apps  

Angela Lovett 

Betty Hastings 

Ricky Vitanovic 

Emma Apps 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

Glembocki Family

 

 

BIRTHDAYS

April 17 Brandon Wallace          

 April 18 Rick Lambert  

   Edward Louis 

 April 21 Logan Packard 

 April 22 Susie Cate 

   Caitlyn Halloran 

 April 23 John Cate & Ann Raymond 

 April 24 Ike Guessford 

  

  

 

        Ron Sutton 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 April 22  Steve & June Anderson 

        

           

Gentle Office Reminders 
 Remember that WE RECYCLE! Please help us good stewards of the earth by helping us. 

 

 Before you determine the date of your event, check the Church Calendar by first going to our Calendar 

of Events on our website at this link http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/774769. If the time and date is open, 

email the church office to double-check that the date is indeed open as to make sure it goes on the 

published church calendar.  

 

 If you are meeting in the church please lock the doors & turn off lights upon exiting the building. Thank 

you. 

 

 


