
 

1 

MIDWEEK  

 May 22, 2019 

 

 
   

 

  

 



 

2 

Reaching Out with acts of love & compassion    

 

YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $410.25 and went to support Urban 

Promise for Annual Conference. Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

This Sunday, May 26, the Yellow Hat offering will go to help support “National Brain 

Tumor Research.” 

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE  

May 26 – National Brain Tumor Research  

June 2 – Natalie Reitzes (Appalachia’s Mission Trip_ 

June 9 – Youth Mission Trip 

June 16 – Peace with Justice Sunday 

June 23 – El Ayudante Child, Yesprin  

June 30 – Deaf Outreach, Inc. 

 

 

On Friday, May 16 Paul Loder planted 16 egg plants, 8 hills of 

cucumbers and installed 13 new cages. On Saturday, May 17 the 

following Disciples answered the "Work Call" at the Covenant Garden: 

Susan Haberstroh, Kenzel Messick, Hap Bonham, Bill Apps, Alan 

Martin, and Paul Loder and 32 okra plants were set out, 16 marigolds 

planted and all tomato plants covered with cages and stakes. The 

Covenant Garden is now completely planted with all cages and stakes 

in place! God provided one inch of rain for the week to help with the 

growing. Be checking the Midweek for work days at the garden. Green 

Thumbers for the week were Susan Haberstroh, Kenzel Messick, Hap 

Bonham, Bill Apps and Alan Martin. Thanks to All for your help and 

God Bless!  

 

JAMES 1:18 In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the 

word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his 

creatures. 

 

 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO DEEP ROOTS @ CLAIRVAUX FARM  

Earlville Maryland - Monday, June 17-Friday, June 21   

Youth 6th grade + up 

Sign up sheet is in the Narthex. The cost is: $50/youth - $75/parent 

Our youth are excited to embark on a new adventure to Deep Roots at Clairvaux Farm at 21 

Veasey Cove Road in Earleville, MD.  So far, we have 10-12 youth and 

5 chaperones including Pastor Bo. Various projects will not be finalized 

until the week before, but could include painting, working on raised 

vegetable beds, mulching the playground, and resurfacing the decks.  

Three hot meals/day and lodging in a separate Mission House will be 

provided. Wednesday will be a special day with the families on the Bohemia River for a 

cookout, swimming, kayaking and canoeing. We’re looking forward to this wonderful 

opportunity to serve others and welcome any youth 6th grade and up, and adults to join 

this mission.  Please contact Dawn Buckworth at dawn.buckworth@verizon.net if you 

are interested.  A $50/$75 deposit is due as soon as possible which you can submit to Alice Mullins. 
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Reaching Up to praise God 

in vibrant worship 

 

Sunday, May 26, 2019 

Worship at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday School & Adult Studies at 9:45 a.m. 

 

Scripture: John 14:23-29 

Synopsis: Hebrews 11:1 defines faith as: “the 

assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen.” Well enough. But it’s nice to some 

confirmation, however small, that we are on the 

right path. This confirmation, these God-incidences, 

certainly don’t have to come at our command, but 

it’s nice (maybe a great deal more than nice – vital) 

when these confirmations, big or small, show up to 

encourage us on this journey. Jesus assures his 

disciples, on the eve of his death, of the divine gift 

of the Advocate (the Greek word is paraclete) who 

will, according to John 16:13 (later in this discourse) 

“guide you into all truth.” Here, in John 14:26, the 

promise involves teaching and reminding the 

disciples of Jesus’ words of life, after he can no 

longer be with them as he was in Galilee. The Holy 

Spirit, who, according to John 3:8 “blows [like the 

wind] where it chooses,” (not where we choose) 

reveals Jesus to us, and give us peace unlike 

anything in this world.  

 

Serving in Worship This Sunday 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 10:15 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Dave Pearl 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton, John 

Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Paul Loder Lynda Whitehead 

Greeters: Johanna Learish Dave & Linda Sydnor Helen George 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes Kendall Reitzes  

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas  John & Patti Harmer - 2 Chalices 1 loaf + 

plate of non-gluten 

3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon Carlotta Cline, Joy Littell and Paul Loder 

 

Tom & Margaret Cahall and  

Lynda Whitehead 

Young Disciples Ellie Leuliette Ellie Leuliette 

Word in Song  You Are Mine 

Flowers: Janet Rowley Steve & Nadine Johnson in celebration of life 

Fellowship: Sandy Urstadt Maryann Kearns, Janet Rowley, Linda Mueller, June Glass, June Stemmle & Ann 

Newswanger 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Helen George & Faye Taylor 
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May 22, 2019 Pastoral Letter  
 

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s, 

 

This weekend marks Memorial Day Weekend, 

which, for most Americans, means a three-day 

weekend, the official beginning of summer, and 

barbeques or beach trips. Of course, it means a 

great deal more that outdoor fun and weekend 

summer sales. Memorial Day, Monday, May 27, 

2019, marks a national day of mourning and 

remembrance, when we honor the soldiers, 

marines, sailors, and airmen who gave their lives in 

service to our country, as well as their families who 

grieve their loss.  

 

Growing up, I don’t recall ever visiting a Veteran’s Cemetery on Memorial Day, but I’ve done it often 

enough as an adult, both in formal ceremonies and alone. This day began to take on new meaning for me from 

the time I became a Midshipman, later a naval officer, and now a veteran. I’ll never forget visiting the Wall 

Vietnam Memorial in Washington, D.C., with my classmate Eric Chase, where we found his father’s name 

caved in the stone on Panel 2E, Line 42: 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 Captain Chase died on July 22, 1965, when his Air Force jet was shot down over Binh Dinh Province, South 

Vietnam, one of 58, 220 Americans killed in action in the Vietnam War. His son, Eric, was just over a year old. 

How does one say thank you for that kind of sacrifice, for someone killed in action or the family they leave 

behind? Eric became a Marine pilot 21 years later, but did not have to lay down his life as his father did. Seven 

of eight of our Naval Academy classmates who have given their lives in the service of our country were pilots: 

ENS Gregory McMichael (23 years old), CAPT Anthony Stancil (26 years old), LT Jay Williamson (27 years 

old), LT Dennis Redmond (26 years old), LT Robert Stevenson, III, 28 years old), MAJ Timothy Curry, 35 

years old), and LTCOL David Greene (39 years old). The eighth, William Donovan, Jr., was serving at the 

Pentagon on September 11, 2001, when he was killed in action by a plane taken over by terrorists. 

https://usnamemorialhall.org/index.php/Category:1986 

 

 We have been continuously at war ever since, for longer than any other time in American history, yet most 

of us are only vaguely aware of this grim reality for so many Americans who serve in harm’s way and for their 

families, especially the families of those 6,828 (and counting) sons and daughters, fathers and mothers killed in 

action in three military campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan since 2001. You can find their names at the Defense 

Casualty Analysis System website: https://dcas.dmdc.osd.mil/dcas/pages/main.xhtml 

 

 Why remember these sacrifices, to say nothing of the 88,000 enemy combatants and 220,000 civilians killed 

in conflicts in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq (according to a May 25, 2015 online article in Quartz by Cassie 

Werber)? Because these deaths – and these lives – mean something to those of us who live. And the way we 

live gives meaning to their sacrifice for us. Not to remember, or to live blithely unaware of this sacrifice, is a 

worse casualty that death – a kind of living death. This Memorial Day, let us remember – and live well.  

 

Peace! 
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Counters Needed 
If you are great with numbers and would like to volunteer your time after worship to help count the Sunday 

offering, please contact the church office.  

 

Flower Ministry 
Check out the 2019 Flower Chart on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall and sign up for your special Sundays! 

Be sure to check the liturgical color of the season and relay that to you flower arranger. When you sign up for 

flowers confirm your delivery arrangements with the florist and remember to remove your flowers after the 11 

am worship service or let the office know when you are picking them up. 

 

HEARING PROJECT UPDATE 

Thank you to those pew volunteers who have helped us track the service for the past two Sundays. We have 

learned quite a bit…mostly that the KINDLE FIRE and APPLE IPAD work the best for MyEar.  So, if you 

have an old device of either brand, we would appreciate your donating it.  

We are also looking for a volunteer congregant who is good with IT and video/audio connections to work 

with us. 

Thank you for your continued interest and participation in this endeavor. 

June Stemmle & Diane Shoun 

 
Do you talk with your hands? 

As the St. Paul's family begins to nurture and develop its Deaf ministry, many people have mentioned an 

interest in learning American Sign Language (ASL). In order to meet the needs of as many interested parties as 

possible, please return the following information to Gail Garner (ggarner58@hotmail.com) as soon as possible. 

The class will be geared towards students from age 15 and up (mature 13 and 14-year olds will be considered, 

as well) Class sessions will be 90 minutes once a week, and will cost $2 per session. More details to follow. 

 

I am interested in learning American Sign Language. 

Name: ______________________________                         email: ______________________________ 

                      

Phone: ______________________________                                   text: _____yes _____no 

 

Best time to meet: 

1st choice - Day     ________________   Time _________ 

2nd choice - Day     ________________   Time _________ 

3rd choice - Day     ________________   Time _________ 

             Gail S. Garner   
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

THIS SUNDAY!!  END of YEAR SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION!!  

Calling all families of graduates.... 

High school, college or post grad. If you have a graduate please let the office know. 

We want to recognize all of our graduates on Sunday, June 2nd in both services.  

 

THANK YOU to all Sunday School, Young Disciples and Youth Leaders. We have had a fun and exciting year 

with many activities and events to support our Children and Youth programming. It would not be possible 

without the faithful work of many dedicated individuals. If you have a chance to thank them personally, please 

do!  Their work is often rewarding, though not always ;-) 

And it is sometimes hard.  

Preschool: Laura Widger, Pam Root, June Stemmle 

K - 2nd:  Marissa and Greg Apps, June Anderson, Susannah Vitsorek 

3rd - 5th:  Tracy Walls-Pulling, Sue and Mark Holden, Susan Haberstroh, Sibyl Pompeo, Janet Rowley 

Jr. High:  Brian McNelis, Jennifer Rodriguez  

Sr. High:  Brenda Shaffer, Carole Harmon 

Substitutes: Alicia Collins 

Youth Group: John Hickey and parents 

Young Disciples: Brian McNelis, Wendy Wallace, Ellie Leuliette, Brenda Shaffer, Courtney Martin 

Thank you all for a great year and a job well done!!!! 

 

Recognition of Acolytes 

THIS Sunday, May 26 at both services (8:30 & 10:15 AM) 

Take the time to thank the Acolytes for assisting in our services! 

 

Health Ministries Program – “Backache” 

THIS Thursday May 23rd at 7pm join us in Fellowship Hall for our work shop focusing on relieving back pain 

and importantly teaching ways to avoid having back pain. Drs. Ryan and Salinger, Doctors of Physical Therapy 

are our guest speakers. They shall provide strategies to reduce and manage back pain, proper body mechanics 

for lifting and Postural Education. Come and have your questions and concerns addressed by our 

knowledgeable speakers. All are welcome! Hope to see you there! 

 

United Methodist Men News  

 On Monday, May 20 St. Paul's "Staying on Par with 

God" men gathered at Odessa National Golf Club for a 

great morning of Fellowship. Beautiful weather was the 

call of the day and the golf, lunch and discussion of 

Revelations was enjoyed by all. The next outing is 

scheduled for Monday, June 3 at 9 AM! All are welcome to join us for golf or 

lunch and if you might be interested contact Paul 302-229-0046. God Bless! 
  

 

DROP IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAYS at 11 AM 
We will continue studying the Book of Acts. 
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WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Boy Scouts – Mondays 7-8:30 PM 

 Cub Scouts – Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 6:30-8:30 PM 

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 8:30 Praise Team Practice – Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 Youth Group – 1st and 3rd Sundays 7-8:30 PM in Fellowship Hall 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  
 Thursday, May 23 – 7 PM Health Ministry Program in Fellowship Hall 

 Thursday, May 23 – 7 PM NAMI Meeting on Lower Level 

 Sunday, May 26 – Recognition of Acolytes at both Services 

 Summer Schedule Plan – 8:30 & 10:15 AM Worship Service, with times of Fellowship in between 

(from Memorial Day (May 26) to Labor Day (Sep 1)) 

 Monday, May 27 OFFICE CLOSED 

 May 30-June 1 Peninsula-Delaware Annual Conference 

 Sunday, June 2 – Recognition of Graduates at both Services 

 Sunday June 2 – 2 PM Old Drawyers Annual Service 

 Thursday, June 6 – 6:30 PM SPRC Meeting 

 June 17-21 – Youth Mission Trip to Deep Roots & Clairvaux Farm 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Administrative Assistant & Treasurer  stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Tyler Meade, Choral Accompanist   meadetc3@gmail.com   484-643-6093 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and worship folder but for HIPAA reasons 

PLEASE get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

PRAYERS FOR: Gail Wollerton  
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CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

Shaffer family on the loss of their beloved pet, 

Lucy 

James Guy 

Barbara Lynn Manlove, on the loss of her uncle, 

Earl Hines 

Cal Cruz 

Betty Hastings 

Emma Apps 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

            

BIRTHDAYS

May 26 Al Calbazana 

  Hailey McNelis 

May 29 Taylor Shoun 

May 30 Hanna Holland 

  Nathaniel Sutton 

  

          

Gentle Office Reminders 

 Remember that WE RECYCLE! Please help us good stewards of the earth by helping us. 

 Before you determine the date of your event, check the Church Calendar by first going to our 

Calendar of Events on our website at this link http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/774769. If the time and date 

is open, email the church office to double-check that the date is indeed open as to make sure it goes on 

the published church calendar.  

 If you are meeting in the church please lock the doors & turn off lights upon exiting the building. 

Thank you. 

 
Flags for Heroes for Memorial Day 2019. Do you know someone that you would like to honor as a hero by 

sponsoring an American flag? Flags will be proudly displayed at Middletown 

High School, along Route 299, the week before and the week after Memorial 

Day and Veterans’ Day 2019. Heroes (past or present) could be a military 

member, first responder, teacher, parent or any other individual or organization 

that you admire. The project is being hosted by the Southern New Castle 

County Rotary Club, in partnership with the Middletown High School Air 

Force Junior ROTC. The cost is $50 for each hero. Please see Dick Leuliette 

for an application form. Call Dick at 302-378-2633 for more information. 

 


