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MIDWEEK  

   July 24, 2019 

 
After listening to all the questions and comments (and reading your emails and texts), and 

in consultation with our District Superintendent, I believe we need more time for 

conversation and discovery and have decided to postpone this Sunday’s (July 28 at 4 pm) 

Special Conference Vote. Please see the Pastor Letter on Page 4 for more information. 
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Our St. Paul's Published Directories are Here! 

If you had your photo taken, and you haven’t picked up your copy, please look for it on the 

table in Fellowship Hall. We have a limited number of extra copies available for households 

unable to have a photo taken, so please email the church office if you would like one of these 

additional copies and we will do our best to accommodate your request.  

 

 Reaching  Out with acts of love & compassion   

 

YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $309.55 and went to support Faithful Friends 

Animal Society. Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE    

 

July 28 – Neighborhood House    

Neighborhood House, Inc. is a multi-purpose non-profit community center located in 

South Wilmington and Middletown. Founded in 1927, the center promotes community 

engagement and development. The mission is to provide programs that educate, 

enlighten and empower people to improve their lives. 

 

August 4 – El Ayudante Child, Yesprin 

August 11 – Our Daily Bread 

August 18 – Back to School Book Bags for Neighborhood House 

August 25 – Habitat for Humanity 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL BOOKBAG GIVE A WAY 2019-2020 

Imagine that you are a child who will be returning to school and know 

that your parents can’t afford your supplies…would you WANT to go 

back to school? Let’s show these kids and parents that we care about their 

education and give them a few tools to excel. Once again this year, we 

will be working with Neighborhood House to provide filled school 

backpacks for kids who don’t have the resources for what our kids take 

for granted.  

 

Goal: 50 filled book bags; the book bags are HERE! — So now your job 

is to fill them! 

• We will organize the supplies Thursday, August 8 at 10 AM in Fellowship Hall. If you are 

available, please come out to help. 

• We will fill the supplies after the second service Sunday, August 11. 

• We will deliver to the Neighborhood House on Monday, August 12 at 10 AM. 

Supplies: Supply lists are in the Narthex and supplies must be at church by Wednesday, August 7.  

 

If you want to donate cash or check in lieu of supplies, the Yellow Hat offering on Sunday, August 

18 will go to help with the cost of the book bags and additional supplies needed to fill them. 
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Reaching Up to praise God 

in vibrant worship 

 

Sunday, July 28, 2019 

Worship at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. 

Fellowship from 9:30-10:15 a.m.  

 

Scripture: Luke 11:1-13 

Synopsis: How nice it would be to live in a world 

where everyone anticipates (and fulfills) our needs 

and desires. Or so it seems in my daydreams. I’ve 

often imagined an app that anticipates my mood and 

compiles and plays a playlist of music to match my 

mood. But if such an app could be created, I suppose 

I’d wonder if it were creating rather than responding 

to my moods. 

 One of the hardest words to understand in the 

Christian (or religious) lexicon is belief. We define 

belief as a set of concepts to which we give 

intellectual assent, but the word originally meant be-

live: a set of actions that demonstrated concepts that 

animated and defined a person. Asking, seeking, and 

knocking are actions that demonstrate what drives us, 

and what we really need and desire. No one can read 

your mind, but others can see the actions that show 

what is truly important to you. 

 What are you asking, seeking, and knocking to 

discover? 

Serving in Worship This Sunday 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 10:15 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Vickie Bush, Ben Feldmann &  

Dawn Misino 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton,  

John Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Josh Reitzes Rick Pulling 

Greeters: Johanna Learish Noel & Rosalie Lukens Bob & Sandy Urstadt 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes Chase Collins  

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas Estelle Peters – 2 Chalices 1 loaf + plate 

of non-gluten 

3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon John & Elayne Guy and Josh Reitzes Bev Fawcett, Charlotte Miller  

and Rick Pulling 

Young Disciples Pastor Vicki  Pastor Vicki 

Word in Song   

Flowers: Janet Rowley June Stemmle in celebration of her birthday. 

Fellowship: Janet Miller Sharyn Sheats, Carol Martin, Pam Root, June Anderson, Julie Foreman,  

Vicki Spence & Karen Beaver 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Linda Botsford / Carolyn Stanley 
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July 24, 2019 Pastoral Letter  

 

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s,  

Pastor Bob Coombe, whose congregation, First UMC 

of Germantown (fumcog.org), has provided sanctuary 

for two families originally from Jamaica and 

Honduras (one of whom has been living and working 

in New Jersey for the past 15 years) spoke with over 

30 of our members and friends at 4 pm last Sunday, 

July 21. The Rev. Patti Ravilious filmed the talk and 

Alice Mullins uploaded it to our Facebook page, and 

as of this morning, over 170 people have viewed 

some or all of it. 

After listening to all the questions and comments (and reading your emails and texts), and in consultation 

with our District Superintendent, I believe we need more time for conversation and discovery and have 

decided to postpone this Sunday’s (July 28 at 4 pm) Special Conference Vote. 

I hope that we can be ready to determine together what seems good to the Holy Spirit and to us in the next 4-6 

weeks, but we will determine that timetable together. I pray that we will continue to intentionally explore this 

ministry invitation together. Already, several members of our church have communicated to me their passion 

for some form of ministry to immigrants, refugees, and persons seeking asylum. I look forward to meeting 

together soon. The Rev. Carlos Reyes-Rodríguez, Peninsula-Delaware Conference Coordinator of 

Hispanic/Latino Ministries, will be our guest preacher on Sunday, September 28, along with several DACA 

Dreamers pursuing degrees at Delaware State University who will share their stories with us.  

As we continue to discern together whether God is calling us to give sanctuary to Marisol and Genesis, we have 

lots of important work to do! I would not trade being involved in this conversation and exploration together 

with you for anything. I thank God for you all and I am proud of the courageous, gracious, and tenacious way 

we are all exploring and sharing and trusting on this journey of faith together. I am also proud of the way we are 

taking care to express our strong feelings and thoughts with courage, honesty, and respect for those who see 

things from different perspectives. God is with us and among us in this difficult conversation. We are trusting 

God and each other as we face our fears and the host of unknowns in order to make a good and faithful decision 

together. 

Lisa Urban shared an online resource, 2017 Sanctuary Toolkit, compiled by congregations and coalitions that 

make up the Sanctuary Movement. You can find it online at: 

http://www.sanctuarynotdeportation.org/uploads/7/6/9/1/76912017/interfaith_sanctuary_toolkit.pdf or Google: 

“Interfaith Sanctuary Toolkit.” According to the document, “a church that declares itself a Sanctuary 

congregation is one willing to engage on a spectrum of solidarity actions including welcoming undocumented 

people, advocating to help stop deportations, assisting with legal clinics, and physically sheltering an immigrant 

in danger of immediate deportation.” 

Keith Sparks discovered a great resource put out by Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church (Lexington, KY) that 

describes their discernment process (and includes many questions we are exploring). You can find that 

information at http://www.maxpres.org/considering-sanctuary/ Here’s their definition of Sanctuary: “Sanctuary 

is when faith communities offer safe havens — and they’ve been doing that from the beginning of the Old 

Testament, to the times of slavery and the Underground Railroad, to housing Jews during WWII, to the draft 

during the Vietnam War. In fact, Sanctuary 2014 was inspired by… Southside Presbyterian Church in Tucson, 

that successfully kept a family together this year, [and that] founded the Sanctuary Movement in the USA 30 

years ago.” They continue: “many congregations are expanding their view of sanctuary. While it still may mean 

housing individuals in a type of “underground railroad,” it has become a broader exploration of how a faith 

community can engage in acts of love, welcome, and justice to all people.” 

Peace!  
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

VBS 2019. WONDER-WORKING FAITH 

Join us August 19-23 from 6-8pm for a fun week exploring our faith life!! We will 

gather in the sanctuary at 6pm for some songs and conversation with Pastor Bo and 

Decker the Crab. We will gather in groups, have dinner, rotate through making craft 

projects, science activities and group relays and games!! We will reassemble at the end of the evening for some 

time with Pastor Bo and Decker before going home. Dinner menu, color of the night and mission project will be 

posted soon. We will gather on Wednesday night at C-Line Stables for an evening of work in the Covenant 

garden, horseback riding, games and dinner. Registration forms are available now in the Narthex and online. 

Please mark your calendar and plan to join us!!!! 

 

VBS- IT TAKES A VILLAGE!   

We will soon begin creating the backdrop, planning the crafts and games, shopping for and getting ready to 

prepare food for 5 nights of meals and snacks for the kids of St. Paul’s and our community and....WE NEED 

YOUR HELP!!!  VBS will be held August 19-23 from 6-8 PM. We need as many hands as possible to make 

this happen. Please check the board outside the kitchen in the Narthex and sign up (multiple times are 

encouraged!) to help out with meal prep, set up, clean up, shopping for food, taking charge of a meal...the list 

goes on. We will have a short VBS meeting on July 28 at 9:45 AM to go over plans and answer any questions. 

The more in attendance the better. Please prayerfully consider joining in the fun and excitement that is VBS at 

St. Paul’s. We need you! 

Also... 

We love our kids of St Paul’s!!  All ages, shapes, sizes, abilities and voices!! And we love to have them 

participate in worship. They make us smile, chuckle under our breath, laugh out loud, sing with a little more 

gusto and they make us think.  Think about what we believe, how we live our lives as examples of Christ, how 

we want to be seen and remembered, and how we can help raise them up. Sometimes these beautiful kids come 

with snuggles and smiles, sometimes with squirminess and a voice! We love it all and want to encourage 

families to include our kids in worship. There are bags and coloring books by the door into the sanctuary, there 

are sheets for older children shared by greeters, there are a variety of quiet play items in the Kids Prayground at 

the back of the sanctuary. Please help yourself to any of these items. We are in the process of assembling 

additional bags of quiet play items that you can use during worship. (Look for these in the coming weeks!). If 

you feel your child needs a break to run around, play with toys, read books or watch a video, the Nursery is 

always open and we are restocking and updating the toys. You are welcome to take your child and stay as long 

as you wish. There are speakers in the nursery so you can hear (and sing along with) the music, announcements, 

the sermon and celebration of communion. We are trying to create a continuum of support for families of young 

children and encourage fluid movement in and out of the nursery if needed and full use of any materials we 

have out for the kids. Our first choice is to have them in worship but all options are available to fit the needs of 

the kids and family on any given Sunday!  Our St. Paul’s family loves our kids!!!!! 

 

ST. PAUL’S PAINTING – BY: DAVID OHLERKING…DONATIONS!  

Thank you to all who have expressed interest in the painting of St. Paul’s church. 

There are enough of us interested so each person(or family) can contribute 

$15.00 and that will cover the cost of the painting. The money will be donated to 

the Odessa Women’s Club. Please put your $15.00 (cash would be easiest) in the 

envelope with your name on it this Sunday or next so we can give the total to the 

Women’s Club by August 5th. Thank you in advance to all who are contributing. 

Now to find the perfect home for this artwork!! 
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United Methodist Men News  

Staying on Par With God Golf On Monday, July 22 St. 

Paul's UMM completed their July outing of "Staying on 

Par with God" at Odessa National Golf Club. God 

provided a beautiful day and as the sun heated things up 

our UMM stayed "The Course" and completed the nine holes! Golfing was 

followed by a great lunch, scripture, and fellowship! The next outing is 

scheduled for Monday August 5 at 9 AM. Contact me if you would like to 

join us. All are welcome & God Bless! 

 

NOTE** Golfing Fliers and Registration forms for this year’s UMM Golf 

Tournament are now on table in the Narthex!!  Hard to believe but this will 

be our TENTH year for the tournament so sign up early for a great day of fun 

& recognizing St. Paul's UMC!  

 

  

COVENANT GARDEN     
On Thursday, July 18 John Harmer and writer harvested the 

following and John Delivered to Neighborhood House. 15 

Zucchini, 1 LB string beans, 7 Cucumbers, 15 Squash, 64 Okra, 

20 Bell Peppers, 99 Cherry Tomatoes, and 2 Italian Tomatoes. 

On Monday 22 July John Harmer harvested the following and 

delivered to Neighborhood House. 82 Okra, 14 Squash, 12 

Cucumbers, 9 Zucchini, 7 Bell Peppers, 118 Cherry Tomatoes, 

3 Plum Tomatoes, and 5 Tomatoes. God provided 1/4 inch rain 

for the week and the Covenant Garden is now into its peak 

growing season. Thanks for All the help during this heat wave. 

ATTENTION: Weather permitting we will be working in the 

garden on Saturday 27 July for about an hour starting at 8 AM! 

All are welcome! Thanks and God Bless.... Paul Loder 

 

2 CORINTHIANS 9:10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 

seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 

 

 

PFLAG PLANNING    

Diane, Sandy and I completed the review of the docs sent from National for our PFLAG Chapter, which we 

signed and emailed back to them, this is a busy month for them, so not sure how quickly they will be turned 

around to allow us to complete the EIN# and Register with The State of Delaware, which will be the next step, 

will keep you informed when we here back. 

We are hoping that everyone will spread the word to people who would be interested in coming to the meetings, 

especially for everyone who may be interested from outside our St. Paul community. We will be meeting the 

third Thursday of the month beginning in August. Please put these dates on your calendar: August 15th, 

September 19th, October 17th, November 21st, and December 19th. If you have any questions email works best 

for Vermont, our cell coverage is not great but you may try 802-279-8100. Peace, Mark Holden   
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DROP-IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAY at 11 AM 

We will continue studying the book of Genesis. We'd love to have more folks join us and learn more about 

Genesis. You don't have to be a Bible scholar to participate; just read the verses designated each week in our 

study guide and join in the conversation on what was read. The books are only $8.00 and will last for 18 

weeks. If you can't make it each and every week, that's no problem.  Just "drop-in" whenever you are available.  

 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 8:30 Praise Team Practice – Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  
 Thursday, July 25 – 6:30 PM Worship Team Meeting 

 Thursday, July 25 – 7 PM NAMI Meeting 

 Sunday, July 28 – 9:45 AM VBS Meeting 

 Thursday, August 1 – 6:30 PM SPRC Meeting 

 Friday, August 2 – 6:30-8:30 PM Leadership Retreat  

 Saturday, August 3 – 9-11 AM Visitation for Carol M. Pearl 

 Saturday, August 3 – 11 AM-Noon Celebration of Life for Carol M. Pearl 

 Saturday, August 3 – Noon-2 PM Luncheon at St. Paul’s UMC immediately following Celebration of Life 

for Carol M. Pearl 

 Thursday, August 8 – 10 AM Organize Book Bag Supplies in Fellowship Hall for Neighborhood House  

 Sunday, August 11 – Fill Book Bags with Supplies in Fellowship Hall for Neighborhood House immediately 

following Second Service 

 Monday, August 12 – 10 AM Deliver Book Bags to Neighborhood House 

 Monday, August 12 – 6:30-8:30 PM Leadership Retreat 

 Thursday, August 15 – 6:30 PM PFLAG Group Meeting 

 Saturday, August 17 – MOT Peach Festival 

 Monday-Friday, August 19-23 – Vacation Bible School from 6-8 PM 

 Saturday, August 24 – 8 AM UMM Men’s Breakfast 

 Saturday, August 24 – 2-7 PM Youth Group Pool Party & Picnic at Ronnie & Charlotte Miller's Home 

 Tuesday, August 27 – 6:30 PM Finance Meeting 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Administrative Assistant & Treasurer  stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 

 

Gentle Office Reminders 
 Please honor Pastor Bo’s Sabbath day which is Friday. 

 

 Please be so kind as to announce your presence as you enter the Church during the week. Thank you. 

 

 Remember that WE RECYCLE! Please help us good stewards of the earth by helping us. 
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JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and worship folder but for HIPAA reasons 

PLEASE get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

PRAYERS FOR: Ginny Guessford, Jeanne Buckworth’s upcoming surgery tomorrow July 25; Dave & Jan 

Corby on the loss of the fur baby, Skipper; Lulamae Lotz, Kris Knarr’s aunt who just had hip surgery Sunday 

and is in rehab 

 

CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

David Pearl & Family on the loss of his wife, 

Carol Pearl 

Chris Urban 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

 

My dear friends: 

I am sorry to tell you that my little bride Carol M. Pearl passed away while staying at the Avenir 

Memory Center in Knoxville, TN. The funeral arrangements are incomplete but will be confirmed later 

this month. Please understand! I am heart-broken!!!   David Pearl 

 

Cards of condolences may be sent to Dave Pearl at his home address:  

108 High Street, P.O. Box 48 

Odessa, DE  19730 

      

BIRTHDAYS

July 26  June Stemmle  

July 27  Ryder Redick  

July 29  Emerson Hickey 

  Zoey Sydnor 

July 31  Phyllis Burris 

  Calvin Cruz 

  Caren Jones 

           
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

July 26  Carl & Rev. Patti Ravilious
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The Blood Bank of Delmarva has declared a blood emergency and is asking the 
public to help replenish the blood supply. 

All blood types are needed but donors with O negative and O Positive blood are 
especially needed. O Negative blood donors are considered “universal,” and their blood 
type is needed in trauma situations and emergency rooms across the country.   

Please make a donation at this upcoming community blood drive. 
 

Town of Middletown 

Thursday, July 25, 2019 

8:00am-2:00pm  

19 West Green Street 
Middletown, DE 19709  

 
All presenting donors will receive a reusable metal straw. 

To schedule a donation, call 1-888-8-BLOOD-8 or book online 
at delmarvablood.org. Search by Sponsor Code and enter Sponsor Code: GCCC. 

Your Donor ID is 131069 and Your Last Donation Date is 2018-10-27. 

Not sure if you are eligible? Call 1-888-8-BLOOD-8 and we will assist you. 

All Donors without appointments are welcome.


