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  Reaching  Out with acts of love & compassion   

 

YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $383.38 and went to support Yesprin, our El 

Ayudante Child. Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE    

 

June 30 – Deaf Outreach, Inc. 

July 7 – El Ayudante Child, Yesprin 

July 14 – Childhood Cancer Awareness 

July 21 – Faithful Friends Animal Society 

July 28 – Neighborhood House  

 

 

Here are a few ideas for the Pak-A-Sak program for the food pantry: Tuna/Tuna Helper, Spam, 

Chef Boyardee, canned green beans, shampoo & toilet paper…Thank you, Marilyn 

Hendershot--Neighborhood House 

 

  

YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO DEEP ROOTS @ CLAIRVAUX FARM 

St. Paul’s & Kenton UMC Youth & Adult Mission Trippers! 

 

YOUTH & ADULTS ENJOYING FELLOWSHIP 
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Reaching Up to praise God 

in vibrant worship 

 

Sunday, June 30, 2019 

Worship at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. 

Fellowship from 9:30-10:15 a.m.  

 

Scripture: Luke 9:51-62 

Synopsis: We all know the image of a runner 

leading a footrace who looks back near the finish 

line to check on how the competition is doing, and 

thereby loses the race. The concept of robbing the 

forward momentum to check on things behind is 

easy enough to understand, but those pounding feet 

can sound awfully menacing. Later in Luke (16:13), 

Jesus teaches that we cannot divide our love, but 

must hate or despise all other loves but the one to 

which we completely devote our life. Which sounds 

overly harsh. In the running example, the temptation 

to look back over your shoulder comes from a 

failure to believe all you can give is enough. Those 

pounding feet threaten to overtake your best. You 

risk looking back in order to confirm the doom you 

imagine. And slow down. Single-minded focus is 

indeed hard, because it means giving up other 

important things (like the seeming protection of 

hedging our bets). As Jesus sets his face toward 

Jerusalem and death, he knows that looking back 

will undo everything. Kingdom life is all in or 

nothing.  

Serving in Worship This Sunday 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 10:15 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Vickie Bush, Ben Feldmann &  

Dawn Misino 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton,  

John Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Cathy Blanco Tracy Walls-Pulling 

Greeters: Johanna Learish Cathy Blanco Linda Botsford 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes Kendall Reitzes  

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas Cathy Blanco – 2 Chalices 1 loaf + plate 

of non-gluten 

3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon Jennifer & Caroline Rodriguez and         

Cathy Blanco 

Dave & Jan Corby and                       

Tracy Walls-Pulling 

Young Disciples Courtney Martin Brenda Shaffer 

Word in Song   

Flowers: Janet Rowley  

Fellowship: Barbara Lynn 

Manlove 

Meghan Sydnor, Beth O’Grady, Margie Apps, Charlotte Miller,  

Wendy Wallace, Megan Reitzes & Jennifer Rodriguez 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Linda Botsford / Sandy Urstadt 
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June 30, 2019 Pastoral Letter  

 

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s, 

I met with my District Superintendent Monday for our annual supervisory 

meeting. He reminded me of my pastoral calling as “theologian in 

residence.” I embrace that calling in every conversation, group discussion, 

and sermon, as well as countless hours of reading and reflection. Asking the 

question, “Where is God in this experience?” leads us to live as more 

fruitful followers of Jesus. 

 

In the four months since February, I have experienced an unprecedented 

season of theological exploration and growth in serving as your pastor. I 

have also been working on sharing the fruit of that exploration with you (in 

addition to the ways I have already been sharing it with you in sermons and 

liturgy each Sunday in our worship, as well as in mid-week letters.) 

 

During the past four months, I have devoured 34 non-fiction books on 

theology, biblical interpretation, and sociology as part of this ongoing quest 

for life knowledge and a guiding wisdom in our sometimes chaotic, 

polarized, and constantly changing context of living our followship of Jesus. 

A week before our mission trip, I was struck by the way five of the authors I’ve read each identified three 

characteristic marks of life in the kingdom in our time of theological reformation and technological change. I 

present them in the table below: 

 
Jack Caputo -  
Hoping Against 
Hope: Confessions of 
a Postmodern 
Pilgrim 

Bernard Brandon 
Scott – Reimagining 
the World: An 
Introduction to the 
Parables of Jesus 

Andrew Root – Faith 
Formation in a 
Secular Age, Vol. 1 

Bruce Sanguin – 
Darwin, Divinity, and 
the Dance of the 
Cosmos 

Gretta Vosper – 
With or Without 
God: Why the Way 
We Live is More 
Important Than 
What We Believe 

1. Allurement Incarnation Gratitude Meditation Values/Discernment 
2. Forgiveness Responsibility Giftedness Ritual Radical Love Ethic 
3. Hospitality Unity Rest Sabbath Community 

 

I was fascinated by the way in which these identifying marks of the kingdom reinforced each other. Then I was 

inspired to come up with my own way of articulating three marks of followers of Jesus as Witnesses 

Activators, and Hosts of the kingdom. I felt moved to name the way love lures us: 

 

I join with all who witness, activate, and host a way of life allured by love. 

• We witness whenever love lures by glimpsing the unity manifest in cosmos, earth, and the 

community of creatures great and small. Love and logic story our life together. 

• We activate however love lures by celebrating dignity, forgiving violence, and sharing justice. Our 

transience and suffering invite us to gift ourselves as non-anxious presence. 

• We host wherever love lures by joyfully opening our lives with others. We brave hostility as we give 

ourselves unconditionally, welcoming and finding welcome in love’s possibilities. 

We hope this day you will join us. 

 

I’d love to know what you think of this way of naming the call to life in Christ we are experiencing together. 

How does my statement of faith resonate with your life in Christ, and what three marks of life in Christ are most 

important to you? 

 

Peace! 
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

VBS 2019. WONDER-WORKING FAITH 

Join us August 19-23 from 6-8pm for a fun week exploring our faith life! We will 

gather in the Sanctuary at 6pm for some songs and conversation with Pastor Bo and 

Decker the crab.  We will gather in groups, have dinner, rotate through making craft 

projects, science activities and group relays and games! We will reassemble at the end of the evening for some 

time with Pastor Bo and Decker before going home.  

Dinner menu, color of the night and mission project will be posted soon. We will gather on Wednesday night at 

C-Line Stables for an evening of work in the Covenant Garden, horseback riding, games and dinner.  

Registration forms are available now in the Narthex and online. Please mark your calendar and plan to join us! 

 

IT TAKES A VILLAGE!! 

Please consider being part of our VBS Village!  We have many areas that could use your gifts, expertise and/or 

enthusiasm!  You do not have to have specific skill or talents...we have a job for you! 

VBS August 19-23 from 6-8pm has need for adult and older youth help for set up and Registration (Mon and 

Tues), Group Leaders, Craft Leader and helpers (3 nights), Relays and Games Leaders and helpers, Science 

helpers, Kitchen Coordinator, Evening Leaders and helpers, Song helpers, set decorators and clean-up 

crew.  We also need a person or several to shop for the food for each night’s dinner. (Keep receipts and fill out a 

reimbursement form.) The list is long and there is a place (or several) for you! 

Job sign-ups are hanging in the Narthex. Please prayerfully consider how you can help raise up the kids and 

youth of St Paul’s!  We need each and every one on you!! 

 

United Methodist Men News  

"Staying on Par with God" next scheduled outing is on Monday, July 1 at 9 AM at Odessa 

National Golf Club. This event consists of nine holes of golf, lunch and scripture discussion. 

A great outing for the Men of St. Paul's to share in Fellowship and Faith. All are welcome! 

Contact Paul (302) 229-0046 for further details. 
 

Covenant Garden     
On Monday, June 24 myself and John Harmer did first harvest of 

the Covenant Garden and the following was harvested and delivered 

to Neighborhood House: 10 okra, 2 cucumber, 31 squash, 23 

zucchini and 1 bell pepper. God provided 1 inch of rain for the week 

and the garden looks fantastic thanks to all the work of St. Paul's 

Garden Disciples! 

NOTICE: We will be working at Garden this Saturday, June 29 and 

All Hands are Welcome! Thanks and God Bless! Paul Loder 

 

ACTS 14:17 Yet he has not left himself without a witness in doing 

good---giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling 

you with food and your hearts with joy. 
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PFLAG Planning.    

We are beginning with the planning for regular meetings for the PFLAG group. We are still in the 

organizational stages but feel we need to establish a regular meeting time. The third Thursday of the month 

would be great to start. Please put these dates on your calendar: August 15th, September 19th, October 17th, 

November 21st, and December 19th. More information will be forthcoming. Peace, Mark Holden   

 

DROP IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAYS at 11 AM 

 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 8:30 Praise Team Practice – Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  
 Thursday, June 27 – 7 PM NAMI Meeting 

 Monday-Friday, July 1-5 – OFFICE IS CLOSED 

 Friday-Saturday, August 2-3 – Leadership Retreat 

 Saturday, August 17 – MOT Peach Festival 

 Monday-Friday, August 19-23 – Vacation Bible School from 6-8 PM 

 Saturday, August 24 – 8 AM UMM Men’s Breakfast 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Administrative Assistant & Treasurer  stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 

 

The following items were discussed at the Trustee’s Meeting, Tuesday, June 11, 2019: 

1.       Estimates for repair of the driveway entrance at the street. 

2.       Cost of a new hanging sign to be installed along the street. 

3.       More handicapped parking spots along street. 

4.       New sanctuary lights driver switches and wiring have been installed to correct over heating problems. 

5.       Repair and cleaning of awnings. 

6.       Estimates for removal of trees near storage sheds. 

7.       Estimates to have an alarm bell installed in the lower level. Requested by the Safety committee. 

8.       Approval to have vent installed in Pastor’s office. 

9.       Approval of request by the 4H club to use the Fellowship Hall on November 1, 2019. 

10.   Approval of a donation of $2000.00 for ALS funding. 
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 JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and worship folder but for HIPAA reasons 

PLEASE get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

PRAYERS FOR: David & Carol Pearl 

 

CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

Guyer family on the loss of Marylou Guyer 

John & Elayne Guy & family on the loss of 

John's father, James Guy 

Jeanne Buckworth  

Family of Carl Meadwell, upon his passing 

Cal Cruz 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

           

Cards of well wishes may be sent to Dave & Carol Pearl at the following address: 

12418 Hound Ears Pt. 

Knoxville, TN 

C/O Terry Zimmer 
 

BIRTHDAYS

June 27 Cael Crooker 

                    Emma Ingram 

July 1  Kelly McNelis 

  Luah Dahn 

July 2  Thomas O’Grady 

July 4  Marisa Apps 

July 5  Mark Holden 

  Isabel Holland 

  Sue Johnson 

July 6  Ellie Leuliette 

July 7  Kathy Chas 

  Jennifer Rodriguez 

July 8  Georgiana Fennemore 

July 9  Marilyn Jones 

  Sandy Urstadt 

  Emily Workman 

  

          

ANNIVERSARIES 

June 27    John & Elayne Guy 

June 28    Mitch & Bev Fawcett 

June 30    Alan & Daphne Martin 

July 2     George & Lynda Whitehead 

July 7      John & Susie Cate       
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Gentle Office Reminders 

 

 There will not be a Midweek published the week of July 1-5 

 

 If you are meeting in the church please lock the doors & turn off lights upon exiting the building. 

 

 Building Ministry & Church Calendar – If your group is meeting at the church during the 

week please check the church calendar to ensure your space is reserved.  Please contact the office if your 

meeting is canceled or needs to be rescheduled. 

 

 Disbursement Vouchers are located in the mail bin outside the church office if anyone needs to 

be reimbursed. Please turn in within 30 days. Also, please attach any receipts to go along, as well. Thank 

you. 

 

 

Church Child Care Provider at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
406 Main Street Odessa, DE 19730 (stpaulsodessa.org) 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is seeking a part time child-care provider to supervise infants 

through 5-year-old children for four hours on Sunday mornings from 8:15 am to 12:15 pm. We 

are seeking a caring professional who enjoys spending time with children. The successful 

applicant will be responsible for engaging with children in fun, developmentally appropriate 

activities, and keeping the nursery in order under the supervision of the Family Life Coordinator. 

The pay rate is $15 per hour.  

Responsibilities: 

. Provide appropriate care and play as necessary 

. Maintain order and cleanliness of room after use 

. Maintain the sign in/dismissal logbook 

. Notify Family Life Coordinator of needs or concerns 

. On Sundays when no children are in attendance in the nursery, assist the Family Life 

Coordinator with children’s programs 

Qualifications: 

. Experience in caring for children between the ages of 0 to 5 years 

. High School Diploma or GED 

. Must be 18 years of age or older, provide three non-relative references  

. Completion of CPR and First Aid Training 

. Background check will be completed at the expense of the church 

Please submit resume along with references and certifications to the attention of Vicki Spence, 

Family Life Coordinator at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, PO Box 253, Odessa DE 19730 

or by email to stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org
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