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READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
Please send all your news and jpg. photos for the Midweek to the office at: stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org 

and COPY kristineknarr74@gmail.com.  We don’t want to miss anyone’s news!! 

with acts of love & compassion 

YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $469.10 and went to support the “Yesprin, our 

El Ayudante Child.” Thank you all so much for your generosity!  
 

This Sunday, March 10, the Yellow Hat offering will go to help support UDance. 
46 Children are diagnosed with cancer every day in the US and yet less than 4% of federal 

cancer research funds are dedicated to childhood cancer research. Childhood cancer is the 

leading cause of death by disease in children in the US. UDance is a 12-hour dance marathon at 

the Bob Carpenter Center dedicated to raising funds and awareness for medical research and 

financial assistance for families of children with cancer nationwide.  

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE  

March 10 – UDance  

March 17 – Habitat for Humanity 

March 24 – Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of Delaware 

March 31 – UMCOR One Great Hour of Sharing 

 

2nd Annual MOT Community “Rise Against Hunger” Event 
THIS Saturday, March 9, 2019, 10:00a.m. – Noon at St. Andrew’s School, 350 Noxontown Road, Middletown. 

Looking for up to 500 people from our MOT Community Organizations to help assemble meals which benefits 

developing countries.  Last year over 300 community volunteers, many young children, had a fantastic time 

packing over 30,000 meals.  It was a great learning opportunity for our young children to learn how to give 

back.  “Rise Against Hunger” is an international relief organization.  Or more information visit 

www.RiseAgainstHunger.org  If you have signed up, make sure you Register at: 

http://events.stophungernow.org/MOT. 

 
PAK-A-SAK We feed the community Body & Soul 

This past Sunday, we collected 14 bags of groceries for the food closet at the Neighborhood House, which was 

sorted, organized and packed by the Senior High class. Woohoo! 
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 to praise  

God in vibrant worship 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, March 10, 2019 

Scripture: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Theme: Forever Grateful 

Lent: Christ’s Never-Ending Story 

Synopsis for Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (Forever Grateful) 

Key Verse: So now I bring the first of the fruit of the 

ground that you, O Lord, have given me. (Deuteronomy 

26:10) 

 

If you saw the movie, Castaway, it’s hard to forget his 

grief over losing his imaginary friend, “Wilson!” when 

he rode his raft over the breakers to rescue and freedom 

from the island that had been his salvation and his 

prison for so long. But another scene from that movie 

haunts me. After his rescue, Tom Hanks’ character 

finds himself alone in a room where his return has just 

been celebrated by his friends and coworkers. He 

surveys the scene of tables laden with food everyone 

has neglected to eat in this land of plenty. He weeps for 

the person he was, like all who have not had to contend 

with need, who could not appreciate the over-

abundance that surrounded him – and who let so much 

of it go to waste. This ancient promise from 

Deuteronomy speaks to a people in need in the 

wilderness. One day you will find yourselves 

surrounded by plenty. Do not forget the gift and the 

giver of all good gifts in that land, says the Lord. What 

gifts of thanksgiving would you fill your basket with to 

give as a blessing? 

 
REGULAR WORSHIP at 8:30 & 11 AM 

Yellow Hat Offering, this Sunday, goes to support 

UDance 
ADULT STUDIES 

Pastor Bo will be facilitating in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday from 9:45-10:45. We will be using the 

practice of Lectio Divina (Latin for Holy Listening) 

to experience and explore the scripture for next 

week’s worship, Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
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PASTORAL LETTER FOR WEDNESDAY,  

March 6, 2019  
 

Dear Saints of St. Paul’s, 

 

Today – Ash Wednesday – begins the Season of Lent, a 40-day spiritual journey and fast (not 

counting Sundays, which are feat days) to Easter morning. Growing up in the Southern Baptist 

Church, I didn’t know much about Lent (from lencten, an Old English word meaning spring, and Lenct, the 

Anglo-Saxon word for March) because we didn’t observe or practice it. But many Christians do observe this 

season of spiritual preparation and prayer. In early Christianity, those who wished to follow Christ submitted to 

a three-year period of learning and discipleship, which culminated in a six-week fast and spiritual preparation 

for baptism, which took place after sundown on the eve of Easter. In time, the season of Lent became a practice 

of spiritual renewal for all Christians, new and old. 

 

You may have heard about the practice of “giving something up for Lent.” This phrase reflects the practice of 

fasting, which many people associate with Lent. In our tradition, we don’t really know much about fasting, and 

we certainly don’t practice it a lot. Breakfast, he word for our first meal of the day is an ancient reminder of this 

practice, because when we awaken, we break the fast we have endured since suppertime while we slept through 

the night. Our founder, John Wesley, fasted (did not eat) every Thursday evening through Friday after lunch in 

order to commemorate Christ’s arrest, trial, and crucifixion. 

 

While it’s easy to focus on what we give up when we fast, the spiritual disciple of fasting creates room in our 

lives for something nourishing to out spirits that we don’t have room for when we are not fasting. Most often, 

fasting creates sanctuary space in our lives, the time and focus for prayer. But you can practice fasting from 

anything that seems to have crowded your life and starved you from the nourishment of love and spiritual depth. 

For instance, during the season of Lent, you could fast from watching television, or gaming, or spending too 

much time on your smart phone, in order to make time for yourself and for the people you love, and for time 

with God. So fasting is a way to gain something rather than merely giving something up. 

 

I invite you to prayerfully consider a fast for this season of Lent, starting today. As you think about what you 

might give up in order to make room in your life, consider also the things God invites you to do in that holy 

space made possible by your fast. And while it might be a great idea to share your experience and your learning 

from this Lenten fast later, I encourage you to heed our Savior’s counsel regarding fasting: 

And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to 

show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, 

put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your 

Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. Matthew 6:16-18 (NRSV) 

 

As your pastor, I invite you to observe a Holy Lent this spring. May the holy space you create in your life in the 

power of God’s Spirit be filled with the blessings God has been longing to give you, if you would only make 

room in your life for them. And may you realize the abundance of God’s love, grace, and power in the holy 

journey toward Jerusalem with Jesus. 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 
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Pictorial Directory 

This Sunday will be the last time to manually sign up to have your picture taken for our new pictorial directory 

on 3/28, 3/29, 3/30 and 4/1. We will be doing sign ups after each service. We only have a few spaces left but if 

needed we may have an additional photographer for one of the 4 days to provide extra time slots.  Everyone 

gets a free 8x 10 picture and their own directory.  We also could use a few more volunteers to help those 4 days. 

Please contact Kenzel Messick, if you can help. You can also sign up for your photos on line https://booknow-

lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/ylzrp418/ or contact Alice in the church office. 

 

Serving in Worship This Sunday 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 11 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Dave Pearl 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton, John 

Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Marisa Apps Tracy Walls-Pulling 

Greeters: Johanna Learish Lois Loder Don & Linda Mueller 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes Jason Wallace Nick Pompeo  

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas  Patti & John Harmer - 2 Chalices 1 loaf + 

plate of non-gluten 

3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon Andrew & Laura Widger                            

and Marisa Apps 

Rev. Vicki-Gordy-Stith, Pam 

Whitmer and Tracy Walls-Pulling 

Choir Communion Servers:      Bev Fawcett and Nancy Halloran 

Young Disciples Wendy Wallace Brenda Shaffer 

Word in Song  Must Jesus Bear the Cross 

Flowers: Janet Rowley Carlotta Cline in memory of H.G. Cline, Sr. 

Fellowship: Julie Packard Barbara Moore, Pam Whitmer, Joy Littell, Helen Downes,  

Sibyl Pompeo, Janice Thompson, Faye Taylor 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Ginny Guessford & Sandy Urstadt 

 

Do you talk with your hands? 
As the St. Paul's family begins to nurture and develop its Deaf ministry, many people have mentioned an 

interest in learning American Sign Language (ASL). In order to meet the needs of as many interested parties as 

possible, please return the following information to Gail Garner (ggarner58@hotmail.com) as soon as possible. 

The class will be geared towards students from age 15 and up (mature 13 and 14 year-olds will be considered, 

as well) Class sessions will be 90 minutes once a week, and will cost $2 per session. More details to follow. 

***************************************************************************************** 

I am interested in learning American Sign Language. 

Name:                           email:                              Phone:                                  text: _____yes _____no 

Best time to meet: 

1st choice - Day                                        Time 

2nd choice - Day                                       Time 

3rd choice - Day                                        Time 

  

Gail S. Garner   
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to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ 

 

 
 

FAMILY LIFE DEPARTMENT UPDATES from Vicki Spence   

 
This is an exciting time as we begin preparations for Spring, Lent and Raster.  Please mark 

your calendar for the upcoming Spring Activities in Sunday School.  

 

Birthday cards for Yesprin!! 

We will be making birthday cards in Sunday School the next two weeks to send to our 

little brother in Nicaragua. There will be a card on the table in the Narthex if you would 

like to sign it as well. We are also working on a way to try to FaceTime between St Paul’s 

kids and Yesprin sometime hopefully soon. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 

St. Paul’s Senior High Family, 

  

We are hoping everyone is well! We are sharing some important information about how we will be moving 

forward with our Senior High Sunday School class. We have decided to try to make the class a more “hands on” 

experience for our youth. To that end, we are planning upcoming activities that we believe will make a 

difference in the lives of our youth and our church. One Sunday a month we will be walking to Kitty 

Hutchison’s house (in Odessa Heights) to spend a little time with her and deliver some goodies. Other activities 

will be some friendly “competitions” where we can learn from one another and have some fun at the same time. 

We are also open to other ideas from the youth and of course, we welcome your input. 

  

We encourage our youth to bring their friends and become more involved in the life of St. Paul’s. In addition, 

we would like to be able to reach out directly to the youth (we realize e-mails are probably going to parents), so 

with your permission, we would like to contact youth about upcoming events using their cell phone number. 

This is an “opt in” request and no one is obligated to provide a number, but we thought it might be more 

effective in communicating with our youth. We promise not to “blow up” their phones and of course, 

parents/adult family members are welcome to be added to the chat as well. Please let Brenda Shaffer or Carole 

Harmon know your child’s cell number so it can be added to the list. Also, as always please let us know if you 

have any questions or suggestions. Peace and kindness, Vicki 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 
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SUPPORT VBS BY HAND!  

Please come out on Saturday, April 6 from 8:30 AM – 2 PM to help us make, dip, decorate, 

and box the delicious candy eggs. No experience necessary! Come out for an hour or two, or 

stay the whole time. Sign up on the sheet in the Narthex or contact Cheryl Martin at 

cheryl.martin4917@verizon.net or 302-378-4917. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL EASTER EGG HUNT DONATIONS 

It’s that time of year again when we are asking for donations of candy, stickers, 

and small toys to make goodie bags for the preschool through third grade Sunday 

School class Easter egg hunt. Please remember we can have NO NUT 

PRODUCTS, so NO peanut butter eggs can be used. Please bring your donations to your Sunday School 

teacher or place in the basket in the Narthex by Sunday, April 7 for the egg hunt on Easter 

Sunday. Thank you! 

 

JOY (Just Older Youth) NEWS  
Our next JOY event is April 11 with dinner at a Middletown restaurant and God’s Power and 

Light’s performance at the Everett Theater.  More information to come. Sign up sheet is in the 

Narthex!  --Ann Raymond and Phyllis Burris 
  

DROP IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAYS at 11 AM  
We will continue studying the Book of Acts. 

This will be a one-hour study & discussion each week. 

 

News from Health Ministry Team 
Embodied Spirituality 

Thursday, March 21 from 7-8:30 PM 
Christ’s Ministry was always to provide holistic health treating the whole person physically, emotionally and 

spiritually. In essence care for the body, mind and spirit. In the programs Health Ministry has provided to date 

physical and emotional health have been the dimensions we have addressed. However, we recognize that 

Spiritual dimension is central to achieving wholistic care and we have asked our Pastor Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith 

to speak on the Embodied Spirituality. Please join us on March 21 in the Fellowship Hall. The program will 

begin at 7 pm. We look forward to seeing you. 

 

United Methodist Men News 
United Methodist Men's Bible Study will take place Tuesday, April 2 at 9 AM in Fellowship 

Hall and continue EACH TUESDAY in APRIL. Hap Bonham will once again facilitate the 

studies. Remember to bring your Bible however if you should forget St. Paul's has 

extras!  COFFEE & DONUTS PROVIDED. 

 

Gentle Office Reminders 
 Please be so kind as to announce your presence as you enter the Church during the week. Thank you. 

 

 Remember that WE RECYCLE! Please help us good stewards of the earth by helping us. 

 

 Before you determine the date of your event, check the Church Calendar by first going to our Calendar of 

Events on our website at this link http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/774769. If the time and date is open, contact the 

church office to double-check that the date is indeed open to make sure it goes on the published church 

calendar.  
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WEEKLY GATHERINGS at ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Boy Scouts – Mondays 7-8:30 PM 

 Cub Scouts – Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 6:30-8:30 PM 

 Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Tuesdays 6:30 PM  

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 St. Paul’s Ringers Rehearsal – Wednesdays 6:30 PM  

 8:30 Praise Team Practice – Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 Youth Group – 1st and 3rd Sundays 7-8:30 PM in Fellowship Hall 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 

• Wednesday, March 6 Ash Wednesday Service at 7 PM 

• Thursday, March 7 SPRC Meeting at 6:30 PM 

• Saturday, March 9 Annual MOT Community “Rise Against Hunger” Event from 10am-Noon at St. 

Andrew’s School, 350 Noxontown Rd., Middletown 

• REMEMBER to “Spring Forward” as we go into Daylight Savings Time! 

• Tuesday, March 12 Finance Meeting at 6:30 PM 

• Tuesday, March 12 Trustees Meeting at 6:30 PM 

• Thursday-Saturday, March 28-30 Sittings for Pictorial Church Directory 

• Monday, April 1 Sittings for Pictorial Church Directory 

• Tuesday, April 2 UMM Bible Study starts Tuesday, April 2 at 9 AM  

• Saturday, April 6 Easter Egg Making from 8 AM – 2 PM 

• Friday, April 19 Good Friday Cross-Walk starting in the Bethesda UMC parking lot at 6 PM 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and worship folder but for HIPAA reasons 

PLEASE get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

PRAYERS FOR: The Martin family on the loss of Cheryl's Father, Henry Hasting; the Ingram Family on the 

loss of Mary’s brother-in-law, Noal Falan   

 

CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

Betty Hastings 

Ricky Vitanovic 

Ruth Walker 

Emma Apps 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

Glembocki Family 

Barbara Lynn Manlove on 

the loss of her partner, 

Edward Epstein
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BIRTHDAYS      ANNIVERSARIES

March 6  Ronnie Miller          March 10 Helen & Dennis Downes 

   Ann Newswanger 

March 10  Laura Widger 

March 12  Alicia Collins 

   Heather Sutton 

March 13  Ann Baker   

March 14  Meghan Sydnor 

 

                                                                                                                                    

Middletown High School Theatre Department presents: CRAZY FOR YOU March 1, 

2, 7, 8 & 9 @ 7pm! St. Paul’s very own Natalie Reitzes and Caroline Rodriguez are 

among the talented group of dancers. It is being directed by Amanda Chas, Kathy 

Chas’s daughter and Kitty Hutchison’s grand-daughter. You really don’t want to miss 

this one! Tickets: https://middletownhs.seatyourself.biz 

 

KENT CHAMBER CHOIR 
Join the Kent Chamber Choir Saturday, April 12, at 7 pm at the Dover Presbyterian Church (54 S. State 

St. Dover, Delaware) for their Easter season concert featuring two Baroque works by J. S. Bach (Christ 

lag in Todesbanden, BWV 4) and Antonio Vivaldi (Gloria, RV 589), directed by James Wilson and 

featuring countertenor, Augustin Mercante. KCC is a 20-voice chamber choir and will be joined by a 

Baroque chamber Orchestra with Amos Fayette, concertmaster, and T. J. Thomas, harpsichord. Tickets 

$10(Students free with ID), Available starting March 1 at www.kentchamberchoir.org or at the door. 

(Pastors Bo and Vicki Gordy-Stith, Joy Gordy-Stith, and Jim Hawkins are members of this choir!) 

 

It’s that “Egg-stra” special time of year! 

It’s time to get “hoppin” and think about those delicious, delectable, and delightful 

homemade candy eggs! They are 1/4 pound, hand-dipped eggs and make perfect gifts for 

friends, family, co-workers, etc. Please complete the form below, (better still, take one to 

work too!) and place it in the designated box located in the Narthex. Remember, all 

proceeds benefit our Vacation Bible School program. Orders are due Sunday, March 31.  

—————————————————————————————— 

Name: _________________________________________________ 

Phone number: ___________________e-mail:__________________  

_______Butter Crème X $5.00 per egg = _________ 

_______Coconut Crème X $5.00 per egg = _________ 

 _______Peanut Butter X $5.00 per egg = _________ 

_______Chocolate Butter Crème X $5.00 per egg = _________     

      Total order = _________           
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ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Administrative Assistant & Treasurer  stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Tyler Meade, Choral Accompanist   meadetc3@gmail.com   484-643-6093 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 

 


