The First Service of Easter
Sunday, April 5, 2026
7:00 A.M

Gathering Words:
In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. In him was life and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Musical Response (all singing): Early hasten to the tomb, where they lay his breathless clay. All is solitude and gloom, who has taken him away. Christ is risen he meets our eyes. Savior teach us so to rise.

Greeting: Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ our Lord. Brothers and sisters in Christ: On this most holy morning in which Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, we gather as the church to pray and to watch for the dawning of his triumph and resurrection. We join with the whole company of God’s people in heaven and on earth in recalling and celebrating his victory over death, and our deliverance from the bondage of sin and darkness to everlasting light.

*Opening Hymn:    “This Is The Day”  (see insert)

Opening Prayer (all praying): Holy One, we give you thanks for your care throughout life. You showed your care for us as you created us in your own image. You showed your care for us as you showed your love to Sarah and Abraham for their faithfulness. You showed your care for us as you led your people out of slavery, through the sea to freedom. You showed your care for us as you led your people through the night with a pillar of fire. You showed your care for us as you gave us the light of Christ, our Morning Star, to be a light to all creation. Christ is our light! Thanks be to God.  Amen

First Lesson:                        I Corinthians 15: 1-11
Psalter Lesson:               
Women:    	O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
Men:		his steadfast love endures forever.
Women:	Let Israel say:
Men:		his steadfast love endures forever.	
Women:	The Lord is my strength and my might;
Men:		he has become my salvation.
Women:	There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous.
Men:		The right hand of the Lord does valiantly.
Women:       The right hand of the Lord is exalted;
Men:	        The right hand of the Lord does valiantly.
Women:        I shall not die, but I shall live and recount the deeds of the Lord.
Men:	        Open to me the gates of righteousness,
Women:       that I might enter through them and give thanks to the Lord.
Men:	       This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.
Women:       I thank you that you have answered me 
Men:	       and have become my salvation.
Women:      The stone which the builders rejected 
Men:	       has become the chief cornerstone.
Women:      This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
Men:	      This is the day that the Lord has made;
Women:      Let us rejoice and be glad in it.	

*Musical Reflection (all singing):  “He Has Made Me Glad”  (see insert)

*Gospel Lesson:                        John 20: 1-18
 Reflection

*Easter Affirmation (all speaking):  
We believe that love is stronger than death. We believe that in God all deaths can be followed by resurrection. We believe that Christ showed the way through the valley of the shadow. We believe that the Holy Spirit is with us in moments of pain and loss as well as in times of joy and victory. We  believe that even as a grain of wheat must be buried in the earth and die in order to bring forth new life, our old, sinful natures must die so that we can become new creations in Christ Jesus.

Offering (Please share with persons around you how you would complete this sentence:  “Because He Lives, I can……….”
Musical Reflection:         “Amazing Grace”  vss. 1,2,3,6        (see insert)
Prayer
One: 	Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you are the ruler of the universe, of all people in all times;
Many:	We praise you.
One:	You are the conqueror of death.
Many:	We worship you.
One:	Without regard to our sin, to our selfishness, to our lack of faith, you give us eternal life.
Many:	We give thanks to you.
One:	You make us, you breathe life into us, you enliven us to share in your life and love.
Many:	We glorify you.
One:	Christ is risen.
Many:	Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia

Holy Communion
Musical Reflection:  “Easter Hallelujah”                  (see insert)

*Sending Hymn:  “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me”   (see insert)

Dismissal With Blessing
One:       The tomb is empty,
Many:   Christ has risen.
One:      As you journey in faith, 
Many:  may your life be full,
One:     your love be abundant,    
Many: and your hope be eternal.
One:    Live this day and always for Christ Jesus
Many: because the Risen Christ lives in you.
All:     Alleluia, Christ is Risen Indeed. 



                       Ministers of Celebration:
Preacher and Celebrant:         Rev. Linda Driver Ray
Guitar:                                    Michael Kennedy
Musicians:                              St. Paul’s Chancel Choir
Host:                                      Jeanne Buckworth  



